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Reading The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan can be a bit 

challenging even for the best of readers. Not so with this new, easy-

to-read version that translates the original archaic language into 

simple conversational English allowing readers of all ages to easily 

navigate the most popular Christian allegory of all time.  

 

 

 

In addition, The Pilgrim’s Progress Study Guide will guide you 

through Bunyan’s masterful use of metaphors helping you better 

understand key concepts, supporting Bible passages, and the 

relevance to our world today. 

 

 

 

To learn more and download sample chapters visit www.BrownChairBooks.com. 
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Introduction Session  

 

 

 

1. A scrooge is a mean-spirited person who is stingy and greedy with money and generally hates Christmas.  

 

2. Scrooge used the word as an expression to show disgust at the Christmas season. When he calls Christmas 

a humbug, he doesn’t mean it’s ridiculous, which is a common misconception. He is calling its celebrants 

deceivers and hypocrites. 

We might feel like uttering a bah humbug during the Christmas season when waiting in long lines at 

stores, stuck in traffic around town, or spending excessive money; during extended family visits; or just 

because of the normal celebration of Christmas in a year that was not so great for us. 

 

3. Christmas spirit for Scrooge might have been in the form of three ghosts. However, there is something 

that makes people more selfless, friendlier, kinder, and generally much nicer people during the Christmas 

season. There seems to be more of a sense of gratitude, caring for another, spending time with others, and 

giving of ourselves. 

 

4. In 19th century Victorian England, London was a great world power with very wealthy people and a large 

middle class, but the poverty level was also extreme. The division between the rich and the poor was wide. 

To reduce the expense of providing for the poor, England revamped the Poor Laws (which had been around 

for centuries) in 1834. The laws were born of landowners believing that people were poor because of their 

own foolishness. 

The law ensured that the poor were housed in workhouses, clothed, and fed. However, it did so by 

working the poor 18 hours a day, requiring them to follow strict rules, trampling on their dignity, and often 

splitting families up. A type of uniform was required, and most were on a bad diet of bread and watery soup.  

Conditions were made so terrible that only those people that desperately needed help would go there. It 

was so bad that anti-Poor Law committees were set up to fight against the Poor Law Amendment Act.  

There were also debtor prisons. The poor that were unable to pay their debts were sentenced to these 

prisons (much like a locked workhouse) until they had worked off their debts.  

Most prisons had a treadmill, which was a spoked wheel that prisoners walked on for eight hours a day 

to generate energy to crush grain to make flour or to pump water. It was the StairMaster of the day. On 

average, prisoners would climb the equivalent of 7,200 feet a day. The combination of a poor diet and 

exertion caused many prisoners to be prone to injury and illness. 

 

5. Dickens’s own father was sent to a debtor’s prison when Charles was just twelve, leaving Charles to work 

in a shoe blacking factory. Each Sunday, Charles visited the prison and witnessed the disgusting conditions 

in which London’s working poor were forced to live. The experience traumatized him and clearly marked 
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his later work.  

 

6. Some of the stereotypes we might have of the poor are that they are lazy, they don’t care about education, 

they’re alcoholics and drug abusers, and they don’t want to work but are addicted to the welfare 

system. Although this might be true in some cases, many simply lack education, experience, and sometimes 

the mental capacity, based on a hard life or social inequalities. 

It is reasonable to think that the government should provide a safety net for those that fall into dire 

situations for a limited time. However, we often become cynical when we see the government taking care 

of people from the cradle to the grave, making them dependent on government assistance.  

 

7.Loving and serving God is and should be synonymous with helping the poor. It is our privilege as 

Christians to serve and help those less fortunate. It is not the government’s responsibility. In fact, throughout 

Scripture, we are commanded over and over again to do so, and in return, we will be blessed as a result. In 

these passages alone, it says that we will honor God, will lack nothing, and will find our treasure in heaven. 

The ultimate demonstration of a life dedicated to helping those less fortunate is that of Christ, who should 

be our model. 

 

8. We might avoid helping others less fortunate because it takes us out of our comfort zones. We are also 

not sure what might be asked of us. The person might take advantage of our good Christian nature. In 

addition to wanting our money, we might be asked to help with other tasks or to give of our time. 

Jesus taught that when people ask something of us, we should try to accommodate their requests, if 

possible. We have no obligation to help someone live a luxurious lifestyle, but by being kind to others—

even an enemy—and meeting their basic needs, we fulfill the law of Christ. 

 

9.It is unfortunate, but there are some people that will try to milk a person for what they can get out of them. 

Some will ask to borrow money or will ask you to fix their car, do home repairs, babysit, etc. Sometimes 

the more you do, the more they will ask. And they will often ask this while living an immoral lifestyle, 

doing drugs, or refusing to work. 

In 2 Thessalonians 3:10, Paul gave a strong warning for those that are lazy and taking advantage of 

others. Paul did not put up with idle people that did not want to work. We should not be accomplices to 

those that are lazy or drug users nor should we support people in an immoral lifestyle. 

As Christians, we have a responsibility to be generous and to give to the needy and poor while using 

discernment concerning those that might be taking advantage us. We need to listen to the Holy Spirit for 

direction and be faithful to what God is calling us to do. 

 

10. Indeed, our time on this earth is short. God’s design for us is to make the best use of our allotted time 

by placing our focus on Him and His plans rather than the fleeting pleasures of this world. 

 

11. Scrooge has the wonderful and frightening opportunity to see visions of the future where he is told of 

things that “may” be, not what “will” be. He has the power to change the future with his present actions…and 

so do we!  
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Stave 1: Discussion Questions 

 

 

1. Jacob Marley and Ebenezer Scrooge were business partners. Scrooge was “his sole executor, his sole 

administrator, his sole assign, his sole residuary legatee, his sole friend, and sole mourner.” But even on the 

day of Marley’s death, Scrooge’s desire to do business and secure a bargain on the burial superseded that 

of any friendship. As we learn more about Marley in this chapter, it is obvious that he would have done the 

same if the tables were reversed.  

 

2. To understand how wonderful the story is, you must first understand that Marley was dead. There was a 

body, a funeral, and a witness in the form of Scrooge, who stood by the casket to confirm Marley’s death. 

In fact, seven years had passed to the day of his death. The reader has to be convinced that Marley is dead 

to believe that he is actually now a ghost. Otherwise, one might think Marley faked his death and was 

seeking some sort of retribution against Scrooge. 

Paul’s point in this Corinthian’s passage is that if bodily resurrection is just a pipe dream and this life is 

all there is, then Christians are to be pitied. Paul says in verse 32 that if there is no resurrection, then we 

might as well live for the present since we have nothing to lose. But this life is not all there is. Christ was 

raised from the dead, and as a result, we will be raised. What we believe about the resurrection dictates how 

we will live our lives, the choices we make, and how we spend our money and time. It is the most essential 

aspect of our faith. Paul would argue that if you do not believe in the resurrection, then you have no hope. 

Your faith would be useless, and you would still be dead in your sins.  

 

3. Some of the words used to describe Scrooge include squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, 

covetous, old sinner, hard and sharp as flint, secret, self-contained, solitary as an oyster, nipped his pointed 

nose, shriveled cheek, stiffened gait, red eyes, thin blue lip, grating voice, frosty rime was on his head, and 

a wiry chin.  

Because of his demeanor, those in the town all tried to avoid him. In fact, they did not say hello, ask him 

how he was doing, or even want to walk on the same side of the street. Children were scared of him. He had 

no friends. But Scrooge did not care; in fact, he preferred it that way. 

 

4. Today, someone who might be described as having a “tight-fisted hand at the grindstone” continues to 

work hard and accumulate wealth without spending or giving away any of their money. 

Scripture is clear. Everything that we store up—all the money and wealth we accumulate during our 

lifetimes—will eventually go to others one day or be sold to someone else. We cannot take it with us. In 

Luke 12:34, we see that our money has the capacity to show that we value things more than we do God. 

Money, in and of itself, is nothing. Rather, how we spend it is an expression of the treasure in our heart. 

Instead, Jesus tells us we should be rich toward God, which means regardless of your wealth or lack 

thereof, you can have peace in your life because of your response to Christ with what you do have. 
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5. We live in a diverse culture that is undergoing profound change. As our demographics shift, we are 

introduced to non-Christian cultures with different religions that do not celebrate Christmas. For those of us 

who are Christian and accustomed to Christianity being the dominant religion in our culture, this makes us 

uneasy. Generally, we find that it’s not non-believers or even other religions that have trouble with the term 

“Merry Christmas” but rather a small group of liberal atheists whose main problem is with Christ, not with 

the day that has been celebrated for centuries.  

 

6. Scrooge tells Fred he has no right to be happy on Christmas because he is poor. Scrooge claims that 

Christmas is just a time to rack up debt by buying things you cannot afford; each year you are just getting 

older and no richer. Scrooge said that “every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his lips, 

should be boiled with his own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly through his heart.” 

 

7. Answers may vary 

 

8. Fred does not see Christmas in the same cynical view as Scrooge. He sees it as a time to be “kind, 

forgiving, charitable” and as a time to celebrate the birth of Christ, not as a time for racking up debt but as 

a time to give. He recognizes that it is the one time of the year when people place societal classes aside and 

look at those less fortunate that need assistance or need love, like his uncle Scrooge, whom he stood to gain 

nothing from. 

 

9. Scrooge did not believe that he was seeing the ghost of his former business partner. He blamed his visions 

on something that he ate. 

Thomas refused to believe what he could not see. He wanted his own individual test of directly seeing 

and touching the marks of Christ. Thomas was a skeptic and refused to believe the claims of not only his 

friends but multiple disciples.    

However, once Thomas saw the risen Christ, he proclaimed in faith, “My Lord and my God.” Jesus 

commended him for his faith, even though his faith was based on sight. Jesus then went on to say, “Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” He meant that once He ascended to heaven, He would 

send the Helper, the Holy Spirit, who would live within believers from then on, enabling us to believe that 

which we do not see with our eyes. 

 

10. Marley looked probably as he once did. He is described as being “in his pigtail, usual waistcoat, tights 

and boots.” He had a long, winding chain clasped about his middle made of “cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, 

ledgers, deeds, and heavy purses wrought in steel.” He had death-cold eyes and a folded kerchief bound 

about his head and chin. 

Marley says that he wears the chain he forged in life of his own free will. He made it link by link, yard 

by yard, by focusing on gaining personal wealth and ignoring the needs of those whom he might have helped 

with his wealth. Now that he is dead, the chains represent the burden of guilt that he must carry with him 

forever. It is a symbol of all the mistakes he made while alive.  

He says that Scrooge’s chain was already as long as his seven years ago and he has been adding to it 
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since. Built from the same mold as Scrooge, Marley was a miser and is warning Scrooge that if Scrooge 

doesn't change, he will carry around the same chain but longer because Scrooge has lived longer than 

Marley. The chain links are symbolic of the sins you have on your conscience. It is a burden, and Marley is 

warning Scrooge to change so he can escape the fate. 

 

11. Marley knew the destruction that was in store for Scrooge. He was experiencing it now and would for 

eternity. Truth is a hard pill to swallow because it drives us out of our comfort zones and forces us to make 

decisions that we would rather not. Scrooge told Marley that he would rather not experience the three spirits 

or, instead, would take them all at once. The truth is not always comfortable or the easiest road to take, but 

it is always the right road. 

 

12. Marley said that it is required of every man that while they are living their spirit does not go forth in life 

it destined to do so after death but unable to share, help, or be happy. They are destined to do all the things 

that they should have done here on this earth with joy.  

Marley is destined now to travel the earth while finding no peace, no rest…just incessant torture of 

remorse as he now seeks to interfere for good in human matters but is unable to do so, having lost the power 

to do so forever. 

 

13. In this passage, the rich man finds himself in hell after death, unable to help himself and with no escape. 

Shockingly, he is able to see what appears to be heaven in the distance and the beggar Lazarus there with 

Abraham. What torture it must be to be in hell and to see heaven and those you know with no ability to join 

them. In addition, the rich man possessed a desire to help his five brothers, who were obviously living the 

same lifestyle he had, but he was unable to. 

 

14. God warns us in many ways. His Word is full of warnings to help guide us through life. He also warns 

us in the areas of temptations and sin and of putting the things of this world before Him. He warns us to be 

on guard against false prophets and deceivers. He does so because he loves us and desires to protect us in 

the same way a loving parent protects their child. 

Unfortunately, we live in a society where warnings are so commonplace that we can easily tune them 

out. According to Proverbs 22:3, we should seek God’s wisdom and follow the path He sets for us while 

heeding His warnings. There are dire consequences for not doing so. 
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Stave 2: Discussion Questions 

 

 

1. Our life experiences shape who we are in one way or another. Even an everyday, unimportant experience 

can change how we feel in the moment and impact the rest of our day. A combination of life experiences 

leads to a set of beliefs, creates desires, and helps set our goals.  

Our memories of these experiences create stories that we use to tell of the actual experience. Even when 

we can no longer remember every detail of the experience, the story is still there shaping our lives in our 

minds. 

 

2. Before becoming Christians, our identity was shaped by our life experiences and the lies of the culture in 

which we lived. We thought of ourselves how others viewed us and placed our identity in our appearance, 

work, relationships, or even past experiences that included betrayal, hurt, and sadness.  

Claiming our identity in Christ helps us avoid self-identifying with the world and those around us. When 

we understand that God see us differently than we see ourselves, our lives can be transformed. Even when 

the opinions of others or our life circumstances change, our identity is not shaken, because it is based on the 

one who never changes. 

 

3. The light beaming from the head of the Ghost of Christmas Past represents the truth and symbolizes the 

memories that Scrooge needs to look at rather than snuff out. It is obvious that Scrooge does not want to 

face his past when he asks the spirit to cover his light. Scrooge knows that the past will be painful and sad 

and would rather avoid dealing with it.  

The spirit tells Scrooge that the cap that it must wear is there in the first place because of the passions 

(or perhaps negative attitudes) of people like Scrooge.  

 

4. Digging up our past is not a biblical method for life transformation. God wants us to trust in His sovereign 

power and focus on forgiveness to put it behind us, but simply trying to ignore our past is not helpful. We 

must accept the reality of these past experiences, whether caused from our doing or someone else’s, and 

surrender them to God for His good purposes, allowing God to use our past to help us grow to become more 

mature in our faith or by allowing us to share with others struggling with a similar situation to bring hope 

into their lives. Imagine Scrooge’s life-changing testimony he would have to other “Scrooges” of the day! 

 

5. Some people seem content to wallow in their misery, even boasting about it as some sort of badge of 

honor. Even when given steps to improve their lives, they prefer to continue complaining. It’s inevitable 

that as you make yourself miserable, you’ll be making those around you miserable also, at least until they 

leave you—which will give you another reason to feel miserable. 

 

6. Jesus called Peter out of the boat with just a word: “Come.” He did not provide details, instructions, or 
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any assurance that Peter would not drown. When we put our faith in Christ, we are not provided the luxury 

of knowing every detail when God calls us to action. In fact, God is not interested in our questions either; 

He is interested in our obedience. 

It is easy for us to cast judgement on Peter for taking his eyes off of Jesus when he started to sink. If we 

put ourselves in his shoes, would we have responded any differently? Peter was stepping out of the comfort 

and safety of the boat to the chaos and uncertainty of the storm. His error was not in obeying Jesus’s 

command to come. He stepped out into the water, and that in and of itself is huge! But Peter suddenly got 

caught up in the moment and began to trust in his own abilities rather than in the one who was providing 

the miracle in the first place; he quickly found his own abilities lacking. 

 

7. Holidays are supposed to be a time of joy and celebration, but for many people, they are anything but. 

We were created with a need for relationships by a God who desires a relationship with us. When isolated, 

we can begin to feel despair and sadness.  

Scrooge is made uneasy when the Spirit reminds him of Fan’s son Fred because he has no relationship 

with Fred. He was harsh with him that afternoon, although the nephew only wanted to invite Scrooge to 

Christmas dinner and share the joy of the season. 

 

8. Scrooge is obviously very hard on Bob Cratchit. Scrooge does not celebrate Christmas and cannot 

understand why he must permit Cratchit to have the day off and have his “pocket picked every 25th of 

December.”  

Scrooge resented the spirit’s assessment of Fezziwig’s generosity. It wasn’t that Fezziwig paid so well 

but rather that he had the power to make his employees’ work either a joy or a burden. The memory of 

Fezziwig’s kindness and good spirit makes Scrooge remember how much easier his employer’s kindness 

made his work seem. He then feels a pang of regret that he hasn’t been that kind of employer to Bob Cratchit. 

A Christian employer should uphold honesty, integrity, and patience toward others. In other words, 

fairness and truthfulness must be characterized in all of his or her dealings. Whether an employer or 

employee, we are to work as if we were working for God. God will give us the ultimate reward for our work. 

 

10. The spirit reminds Scrooge how his love for money and advancement have robbed him of potential 

romance and the joys of family life. Scrooge watches the scene with sadness as Belle releases him from 

their engagement because she can see that money had grown more important to him than his love for her. 

He has not asked her to break the engagement but does not object to her decision.  

The prodigal son did not realize that his life had gotten off track until he squandered his money on parties 

and prostitutes and then found a job slopping hogs, where he desired to eat what the pigs were eating. God 

hears us best when we are at our worst. His decision to go back home was only reached when he finally saw 

how far away he truly was. God hears us no matter how far away we are. He always meets us right there—

at the end of ourselves. 

 

11. This glimpse of Belle shows her happily married with children. Scrooge watches the scene and is 

overcome with sadness as he is forced to contrast his life with hers and her husband’s. Although he might 

have more wealth in other ways, they are far richer than he. Scrooge thinks of how good it would be to have 
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a daughter like Belle’s to look up to him. 

 

12. All of his repressed loneliness now returns in a flood of emotions, and Scrooge can bear it no longer. 

By showing Scrooge his past, the ghost makes him realize that he has changed drastically from who he was 

when he was young and that his interests have turned from people to money. Scrooge has a lot of painful 

and horrible memories that he has been forced to relive. He acts out, in his typical miserable state, and snuffs 

out the spirit. 

The spirit does not resist Scrooge, just like our past memories will not resist us. Notice, however, that 

even after Scrooge puts the cap all the way on the ghost, there is still some light shining out the bottom. 

These are memories, and Scrooge will not be able to forget these things again. 

 

13. Early on in the book, when Scrooge is entering his dark and dreary home, the narrator notes, “Darkness 

is cheap, and Scrooge liked it.” Darkness does not ask anything of you. It lets you be and do whatever your 

heart desires.  

People also don’t want God interfering with what they consider “a good time,” and they don’t believe 

the warnings of Scripture that they are under God’s judgment now and will face it eternally when they die. 

People think that they’re basically good and that God will overlook their faults and give them credit for their 

good deeds on Judgment Day, so they don’t repent of their sins and believe in Jesus Christ to save them 

from God’s judgment. 
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Stave 3: Discussion Questions 

 

 

1. The Ghost of Christmas Present is jovial and kingly and appears to Scrooge as a giant with dark brown 

curls. He wears a fur-lined green robe and, on his head, a holly wreath set with shining icicles; he comes 

with a scabbard with no sword. He carries a large torch and is accompanied by a great feast.  

He represents the ideal Christmas figure: full of generosity, goodwill, and celebration. Appearing on a 

throne with fine garments, he also represents power and authentic Christmas celebration with family, 

friends, and loved ones. Others might think he represents the Santa Claus figure giving freely to others. 

 

2. The spirit does not have a sword in his scabbard, which represents peace on earth and goodwill toward 

men.  

Merriam-Webster’s dictionary defines peace as a state in which there is no war or fighting. For many 

people, Christmas is anything but peaceful! There are financial pressures, strained relationships, crowded 

shopping malls, over-packed schedules, and overused credit cards. These pressures can often leave us 

overwhelmed and frustrated and with no feeling of peace! 

 

3. Before being reconciled, we were enemies of God. We were not at peace. But Jesus came into this world 

to save us from our sins and to provide us with the peace of no longer being enemies of God. This peace is 

offered to all, but only those who receive Christ and trust Him as their Savior will experience the peace that 

He brings. This peace is truly worth celebrating at Christmas. 

 

4. The spirit has over eighteen hundred brothers because there’s been a new Ghost of Christmas Present 

every year since the birth of Christ. A new spirit comes each year to deliver the Christmas spirit. When the 

spirit asks Scrooge if he knows any of his brothers, he is commenting on how Scrooge seems never to have 

really encountered a true Christmas.  

 

5. The spirit explains, rather testily, that man caused this situation and so man should fix it. The spirit 

represents religion or God in Scrooge’s mind, and that is who Scrooge is blaming. The spirit is basically 

saying that just because people do something in the name of religion, that does not give us the right to blame 

God. We cannot blame poverty on a law made by perceived religious people. Poverty is caused by a variety 

of human evils, none of which are ordained by God. 

 

6. Often, as believers, we have the impression that life should be easy and that no tragedy should befall us. 

Then, when life does not turn out as we expect and we experience a tragedy or witness injustice for others, 

we become dissatisfied with God or blame the church. We tend to blame God for every bad thing but ignore 

His working for our good.  

In the James passage, the Greek word translated “tempted” is the same word that is translated as “trials” 
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elsewhere in this letter. Trials will come and go, and God might allow them to help mature our faith, but He 

is not the cause. Temptations come from our own evil desires within us. God is good and cannot be tempted 

by evil, so He is not to be blamed for our trials and temptations. 

Job’s circumstances were out of his control, and it would have been easy for him to blame God and 

become angry, but he did not. He trusted in the sovereignty of God through all the difficulties and believed 

that God was a loving, merciful, kind, compassionate, righteous, and holy God who would see him through 

to the end. 

 

7. Wherever the spirit goes, he sprinkles goodwill from his torch, especially upon those who are poor. The 

ghost sprinkled some of his incense on the dinners that some poor were carrying. We can assume that it 

made the food heartier or even tastier. In addition to spicing up food, the incense also has the ability to 

restore good humor to two quarreling men. It appears as though the torch could do just about anything the 

ghost pleased to provide a merry Christmas. 

 

8. The ghost’s ability to fit into any room symbolizes how Christmas can be found in any situation—rich or 

poor, big room or small. Even though the Cratchits had very little, the Christmas spirit was able to make 

their home seem full as opposed to Scrooge’s large, empty, and dreary house. 

 

9. Tiny Tim wants people to notice that he is handicapped, not for sympathy but rather to remind people of 

Jesus Christ, “who made lame beggars walk, and blind men see.” Tiny Tim’s motive is not to draw attention 

to himself but rather to direct it to Jesus Christ. 

The Ghost of Christmas Present says that unless the Cratchits’ situation improves, Tiny Tim will die 

young. This was not uncommon because of the poverty of the Victorian working class, which made up the 

majority of the population. They were unsure of their futures and did not know how long they would live 

since they did not eat well and could not feed their children. Add in a handicapped child and the burden on 

a family could have a “crippling effect” by costing the family more money that they did not have.  

 

10. The spirit repeats Scrooge’s cold and heartless words that were said earlier to the men coming to collect 

money for the poor. Those same words said so effortlessly then stung Scrooge now. The spirit went on to 

ask who Scrooge was to decide who should live or die. In the sight of God, Scrooge may be more worthless 

of life than this poor man’s child. 

It is easy to talk about what should be done with a group of people like the homeless, the poor, or the 

impoverished of another country, but when you put a face to it, a real person, it can change and humble you. 

 

11. Tiny Tim really provides an excellent representation of the Christ figure, which is the opposite of the 

selfish Scrooge. He is a tragic figure, and although he is poor, he has courage and a generous spirit, 

especially when asking God to bless everybody, not just him and his family but everyone. He is full of joy 

even though he is destined to die, not because there are not means to help him but rather because those who 

have the power do nothing to help.  

Bob Cratchit represents the ideal Christian character. He has been mistreated by Scrooge for many years 

and has Scrooge to blame for his poverty and his constant state of cold, and yet he forgives Scrooge and 
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will not allow anyone to blame or talk badly about him on Christmas. 

 

12. The Cratchit family was living in poverty, was not well dressed, had a handicapped child, and had the 

older kids working to support the family, yet they were happy, grateful, and pleased with one another.  

The Greek word for joy is “chara,” which means to be exceedingly glad. Joy comes from our faith and 

relationship with God as well as our obedience to Him. It is not dependent upon our circumstances. It comes 

from deep within us, whereas happiness is dependent upon things outside of us. In the midst of his dire 

circumstances, pain, suffering, and the threat of losing his life, Paul still had joy. 

 

13. The spirit wanted to broaden Scrooge’s vision of the Christmas spirit and its impact on others around 

the world. He especially took him to bleak and dreary locations where people were still full of the Christmas 

spirit, had joy and holiday cheer, and wanted to share that joy with each other. 

 

14. Even though Fred’s jokes are at Scrooge’s expense, he still considers Scrooge as part of his family and 

cares for him. Scrooge’s offenses carry their own punishment because they alienate him from others who 

would love and care for him. Scrooge is suffering, whether he wants to admit it or not, with loneliness and 

the fact that he has no one to share his life or all of his wealth with. For that reason, his wealth is good for 

nothing other than hoarding. 

Because of this, Fred feels sorry for his uncle and claims that he will go there each year and wish him a 

Merry Christmas if, by the smallest chance, Scrooge might leave his clerk, Bob Cratchit, 50 pounds when 

he dies. This was a truly selfless act of working on behalf of Bob Cratchit’s benefit, not his own. 

 

15. The ghost’s brief lifespan of one day reminds Scrooge, and us, that we must act quickly if we are to 

change the present. Unlike before, when Scrooge was concerned with the present only insofar as it was 

related to monetary transactions, he is starting to see it in “seize the day” terms as an opportunity to change 

the lives of the less fortunate right now. He understands that Tiny Tim has a limited window that he can 

receive help in and that if he wants to enjoy any sort of family life with Fred and his wife, he needs to start 

now. 

Be prepared to seize and redeem opportunities to live like Jesus, to be an ambassador sharing His truth 

and love. 

 

16. Under the spirit’s robe are two dirty, scrawny, and generally barely human-looking, cowering children 

representing want and ignorance. This also represents the condition of some people at the time who were 

often treated as subhuman creatures.  

It is probably the most symbolic and dramatic of the whole story. The spirit says to fear ignorance the 

most from the perspective of those like Scrooge, who were oblivious to the real impact of children in the 

workhouses and on the streets as well as those children that needed an education. Dickens believed that 

education would provide a better way of life for these children. 

Scrooge is horrified by the sight of the two children and asks if there is any “refuge or resource” to help 

them. The ghost turns Scrooge’s own words against him: “Are there no prisons?” says the spirit, turning on 

him for the last time with his own words. “Are there no workhouses?” Yes, there were some resources that 
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people like Scrooge had set up, but they did more harm than good. 

 

17. Paul says that the world’s present state of futility has to do with the fact that people have become 

darkened in their understanding. In other words, they do not have the capability to reason through 

something. Their reasoning is all in the dark because they are separated from God. 

He continues saying in verse 19 that the same people have “lost all sensitivity” to the point of being 

spiritually ignorant. They have become callous and desensitized to the point where they no longer feel any 

conviction that leads to repentance. 

Paul tells us to get rid of the morally and spiritually corrupt “old person” and to put on the “new person,” 

who has been “created to be like God in righteousness and true holiness” and to do the work God has created 

us to do. 
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Stave 4: Discussion Questions 

 

1.  The spirits so far have been good-natured—glowing, jovial, childlike, and gentle. Although they have 

been direct, they have also had compassion for Scrooge. The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come is unlike the 

other spirits probably because its job is direr. The spirit is draped and hooded and is shrouded in a dark 

black garment that conceals its head, face, and form, except for one outstretched hand. It is tall and stately 

and does not speak.  

Reminiscent of the Grim Reaper, he shows Scrooge that the unknown, unseen fate that he is heading for 

is really something to fear deeply. 

 

2. Scrooge fears the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come for what it might show him in the future. His past and 

present actions do not set the stage for a good future. However, as fearful as the spirit is, Scrooge believes 

he is ready to learn the lesson the spirit has to offer him. 

Jesus prohibited worry in the Sermon on the Mount but acknowledges that it is unfortunately a common 

practice. In fact, we live in a worry-filled society complete with a drug for every possible anxiety. To worry, 

says Jesus, is to act like an unbeliever. God gives us one day at a time and the strength for that day. When 

we worry, we are forfeiting the joy of the current day while worrying about things that might never happen. 

Corrie Ten Boom said, “Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow. It empties today of its strength.” 
 

 

3. Although Scrooge had been changed by what the two previous spirits had shown him, he needed the 

dramatic reinforcement of being faced with his own mortality for the change to truly take hold. 

Coming face to face with our own mortality can bring life into focus. We begin to prioritize those things 

that we might have overlooked before, like friends, family, and our relationship with God. 

 

4. The businessmen are gossiping about the long-awaited death of one of their contemporaries, whom they 

say is bound to have a cheap funeral. They make light of it and wonder what the deceased has done with his 

money and if anyone will attend the funeral. One gentleman comments that he will only attend if lunch is 

provided. 

Gossip is one of the most destructive of all human sins, and according to Proverbs 26:20, those who 

listen to gossip are just as guilty as those who are spreading it, for if there is no audience, there will be no 

reason to tell.  
 

 

5. Scrooge surmises that the dead man of whom these people are talking cannot be Marley, since this ghost 

is concerned with the future; neither can he think of anyone with whom he is associated who might be the 

subject of these conversations. Scrooge believes it is easier to protect himself with ignorance than embrace 

the fact that it could be him.  
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He is quite disturbed by the men’s callous lack of care for the dead man but does not remember echoing 

those same sentiments himself.  

 

6. According to Luke 2:19, Mary treasured the promises that had been given about her son and “pondered 

them.” Mary had been told of great things from angels and shepherds and would witness these as Jesus’s 

life unfolded. But at that very moment, Mary was caught up in the marvel and wonder of God. 

To ponder means to think about something carefully before making a decision or reaching a conclusion. 

Worry very seldom reaches a conclusion but rather bogs you down in indecision. Scrooge ponders the words 

of the businessmen and knows it must be important but does not realize it was pointing to his own death. 

Mary ponders the life of her child without realizing Jesus’s final mortal act would be to die a horrible death 

on a Roman cross. 

 

7. But far from feeling guilty for this sin, they justified their actions of taking these things without permission 

since they were in need themselves and since the owner of these items was so unkind in life. They agreed 

not to judge each other but rather claimed it was a judgement on Scrooge since he laid there dying alone. 

Although Scrooge was wealthy and probably considered himself commanding respect in the town, he 

died alone with no one by his bedside to care for him and watch out for his best interest. In fact, he was 

afforded no respect, especially by these scavengers that he used to dismiss. His wealth provided him no 

benefit in his dying days. 

Your name and reputation are daily choices, and you should choose to build them and preserve them 

more than any other project or goal.  

 

8. Through the story of this dead man, Scrooge finally realizes how his own lifestyle has mirrored whoever 

this dead man is, and he cannot find the strength to make himself remove the cloth. Whether he knows that 

it is him or not, he does realize that there is a moral lesson that he has been denying for a long time. The 

lesson itself can be a hard pill to swallow. 

In Philippians 4:13, Christ was the source of Paul’s strength; therefore, he could do all things. He could 

live in any circumstance (rich, poor, full, or hungry) and be content. 

 

9. They are instantly transported to the home of a young family struggling financially. The husband comes 

home, burdened by bad news, but he says there is hope. He tells his wife that the man they are indebted to 

is dead. His wife can’t help but be thankful. They don’t know who will take over their debt, but it’s very 

unlikely that he should be such an incredible miser as the last.  

Even the spirit is unable to find a single scene that shows any sadness for the loss of this man. In fact, 

the world seems to be better off for him being gone. “The only emotion that the Ghost could show him, 

caused by the event, was one of pleasure.” 

 

10. Scrooge realizes that Tiny Tim has died. There is obviously a sadness in the home, and even Bob, who 

is brave and cheerful in the face of grief, has been walking home slower recently without Tiny Tim on his 

shoulders. Tim’s loss has left the holiday with a different, solemn atmosphere.  

In this passage, Jesus teaches his disciples that those who hope to enter the Kingdom of Heaven must 
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become like children and, not only that, must become like the least of these children. In this story, Tim is 

the kindest, smallest character who suffers most and was the polar opposite of the miserly Scrooge. Scrooge 

weighed everything by profit, and those be damned who got in his way. Tim weighed everything by the joy 

he was able to provide, whether he was blessing others, singing for them, or using his own disability to 

display Christ.  

The childlike humility that Tim possessed is what Scrooge needed to develop. 

 

11. There is a huge difference between the body lying alone in the dark house—that of Scrooge—and the 

body of Tiny Tim. Tim has nothing to offer in death but was kissed and adored and heartily missed. His 

family picked out a beautiful green plot that they promised to visit every Sunday. The body of Scrooge was 

left alone in a godless place with scavengers stealing his possessions. There was no one to mourn for him 

or anyone who even cared. 

 

12. Scrooge wants to know if there is still time for redemption or if these things in the future are going to 

happen regardless of what he does now. The ghost’s outstretched arm seems to shake for the first time, a 

visible clue, perhaps, that Scrooge’s redemption is indeed still possible. 

In the immediate context of Joel, repentance will be followed by a great outpouring of God’s Spirit. This 

will bring a wonderful renewal. Instead of destruction, God’s gift of blessings will follow.  

 

13. Scrooge clutches at the ghost, appealing to it for intercession and pity. Scrooge is forced to discard his 

ignorance and fully face that the dead man is him, and he decides suddenly and dramatically to repent. 

Perhaps he feels if the spirit leaves him, he will be without hope or that the spirit can somehow change the 

future for him. As he clutches the ghost, it shrinks in size. Scrooge discovers that he is clutching his own 

bedpost. 

Jacob was at the end of his rope. He was fleeing his father-in-law, Laban, and was about to meet his 

brother, who wanted to kill him, for the first time in a long time. He was mentally and physically exhausted. 

As he slept, he wrestled with an angel of God all night. It was an exhausting struggle that left him crippled, 

but Jacob hung on and would not let go of the angel until God blessed him. God did indeed bless him and 

changed his name from Jacob, meaning “deceiver,” to Israel, which means “he struggles with God.” 

Our lives are not meant to be easy, and often we find ourselves fighting God’s will for us. We might find 

ourselves struggling all night with Him, but in the morning, His blessings will come. 
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Stave 5: Discussion Questions 

 

 

1. Scrooge’s transformation is much like a spiritual rebirth in the sense that he wakes from this deep sleep 

and is enlightened by what he has experienced. He feels different, lighter, and joyful knowing he can change 

his own fate. He has a second chance and knows that he is not doomed. 

In John 3:3–7, Jesus explains that no one will “see” or “enter” the Kingdom of God unless he or she is 

“born again.” The phrase “born again” literally means "born from above,” making us no longer physical 

beings but spiritual beings—or children of God. We need to be born again because prior to accepting Christ, 

as sinners, we are spiritually dead (Eph. 2:1). Only those that have their sins forgiven are born again and 

can have a relationship with God.  

During this new birth, God imparts eternal life to those who believe. To become a spiritual being, we 

must change from our old, natural, sinful ways of life to thinking and doing like Jesus Christ. Although 

salvation is instant, becoming like Christ is a lifelong process. 

 

2.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 – We are born again to be a new creation and to get rid of the old self. 

Titus 3:5 – We are born again to be saved because we could not save ourselves.  

1 Peter 1:3 – We are born again to have hope in Christ. 

1 John 2:29 – We are born again to be righteous. 

1 John 3:9 – We are born again to not sin. 

1 John 4:7 – We are born again to love each other. 

1 John 5:1–4 – We are born again to obey God, love others, and overcome the world. 

 

3. Scrooge’s problem, prior to his conversion, was that he shut out his past and did not truly live in the 

present. He lived an alienated life completely uninterested in the needs of those around him, including Bob 

Cratchit and his nephew, Fred. When Scrooge says that he is going to live in the past, present, and future, 

he is establishing for himself a new way of seeing the world and relating to others. It is not a mental exercise 

but rather involves action as demonstrated in his enthusiasm as he passes his joy on to everyone he meets 

that day.  

The goal of the Holy Spirit living inside us is to guide us into all truth. This truth will then lead us to 

action. However, when facing big decisions and weighing options, we are to seek God in the Bible and in 

prayer before acting. 

 

4. When encountering one of the charitable workers from Stave 1, Scrooge wishes him a merry Christmas, 

apologizes, and then pledges a generous amount of money. After his previous treatment from Scrooge, the 

man is astonished, completely surprised, and apparently caught off guard. All Scrooge requires in return is 

the worker’s promise of future visits.   
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5. This story could have been much different had Scrooge not been able to experience the forgiveness 

offered by those who had been most personally affected by his cruelty. Reconciliation is often a key 

ingredient to forgiveness and allows the offender to rejoin the human race and engage in life with his fellow 

man.  

 

6. Scrooge plans to get to the office early the next day and catch Bob Cratchit coming in late. After Bob 

arrives late, Scrooge pretends to be his old self and growls at him as though he is about to punish him. Then 

he shocks Bob by telling him that he is going to raise his salary and help his family.  

Bob thinks Scrooge has gone insane and tries to figure out how to wrap Scrooge in a straightjacket.  

 

7. Through the years, Bob has been a loyal employee to Scrooge, but he most certainly did not expect 

anything on Boxing Day. However, Bob was not bitter about it either. If anyone had reason to be bitter, it 

was he. “No one knows it better than you,” stated his wife when referring to the odious hardness of Scrooge. 

But he was grateful for his job and even toasted Scrooge as the founder of the feast on Christmas Day. 

 

8. We are not told to give thanks “for” the bad in our lives or the evil that is happening in the world. Most 

of the things that are happening in this world are not God’s will. But we can thank God “in” all circumstances 

because we know that He is in control and will bring good out of bad. We know that even when we make 

mistakes, God can turn them around. We know that there is nothing in this world that can separate us from 

the love of Christ and that one day we will be in heaven throughout all eternity. 

 

9. The story ends with Scrooge becoming the very epitome of what Christmas should be about—kindness 

and generosity. Scrooge is better than his word; he backs up all of his promises and becomes a second father 

to Tiny Tim, who survives and thrives. 

 

10. The story’s end reminds us that redemption and forgiveness are still possible as long as we are alive. 

We might be a product of our past and present, but this does not have to dictate our future. We have a choice 

either to live a life focused on self or realize that there is profound meaning and value in life that is meant 

to be shared with others.  

Our faith is not demonstrated by what we say but rather what we do. Each day we should strive to love 

God and others as ourselves while caring for those less fortunate and the weaker of society. 

 


