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Please Leave a Review 
 

Thank you again for reading the book and doing this Bible study! I hope and pray that in some 

way, it encouraged you (and your group) to grow closer to Christ. I know it did for me. 

If you enjoyed this study, I would appreciate your leaving an honest review for the book and 

study on Amazon! It will only take a couple of minutes and your review will help others know 

if this study is right for them and their small group. It’s easy and will only take a minute.  

Just click on the links below and you will be taken right to the review page: 

 

Click here to review It’s a Wonderful Life Study Guide 

 

I would also love to hear from you! Drop me a note by visiting me at 

www.BrownChairBooks.com and clicking on “Contact.” 

Thank you and God bless! 

Alan  
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Read and Study the Most Famous Christian 

Allegory of All Time, The Pilgrim’s Progress 
www.BrownChairBooks.com 

 

 

 

Reading The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan can be a bit 

challenging even for the best of readers. Not so with this new, 

easy-to-read version that translates the original archaic 

language into simple conversational English allowing readers 

of all ages to easily navigate the most popular Christian 

allegory of all time.  

 

 

 

In addition, The Pilgrim’s Progress Study Guide will guide 

you through Bunyan’s masterful use of metaphors helping 

you better understand key concepts, supporting Bible 

passages, and the relevance to our world today. 

 

 

 

To learn more and download sample chapters visit www.BrownChairBooks.com. 
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Session 1:  I’m Gonna See the World!  

 
 

1. Answers may vary 

 

2. George had great plans for his life. He wanted to be an architect and build things and travel 

the world.  

 

3. On Harry’s graduation night in 1928, George’s father, who runs the local Building and Loan 

suffers a stroke, which proves fatal. Mr. Potter, a heartless slumlord and majority shareholder in 

the Building and Loan, tries to persuade the board of directors to stop providing home loans for 

the working poor. George persuades the board to reject Potter’s proposal, and they agree only 

on the condition that George himself run the Building and Loan.  

 

4. Webster’s Dictionary defines tragedy as “an event causing great suffering, destruction, and 

distress, such as a serious accident, crime, or natural catastrophe.” Whether tragedy strikes a 

person, a family, a city, or a country, it all demands a response that will most likely interrupt 

life’s plans.  

 

5. When Jesus first hears of the tragic death of John the Baptist, he gets in a boat and heads to a 

desolate place where he can mourn the loss of his friend. But the crowds find him, and instead 

of turning inward, He turns outward and has compassion on them. He immediately gets to work 

providing miracles by healing their sick and feeding them. 

 

6. It would be natural to respond angrily and request that the crowd just go away. Our hectic and 

busy lifestyles can often be like that too. We experience tragedy, and all we desire is just to 

grieve and get away. But many times, the demands of life don’t allow it as we continue to move 

on with our responsibilities and obligations. 

 

7. After his father’s death, George gave up his summer trip to Europe to help straighten things 

out at the Building and Loan. Then he selflessly gave his school money to his brother, Harry, 

and sent him off to college when the board threatened to shut down the Building and Loan if 

George left. While George stayed in Bedford Falls and became the Executive Secretary of the 

family business, Harry became a football star and made second team All American. George was 

selfless, acting in the best interests of his community and family. He knew he could not let the 

Building and Loan fall under Potter’s control, for the betterment of the community. Likewise, 

just because he could not go to college did not mean that his brother should not attend. 

 

8. There was obviously some sort of agreement between Harry and George, where Harry would 

use George’s money to attend college and then return to take over the Building and Loan so that 

George could go. But their agreement falls through when Harry graduates from college and 

unexpectedly brings home a wife, whose father has offered Harry a good job in his company.  
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9. Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to keep watch and to pray. He also warned them, saying, 

“The Spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” It was at night, and therefore they were tired and 

fell asleep even when Jesus needed them desperately. One of the greatest struggles in all human 

history was happening only a few paces away, but these men curled up and went to sleep. Even 

though they were asked several times to stay awake, still they slept. What Jesus wanted was not 

difficult to understand and not impossible to do. But they let him down. 

 

10. We often work tirelessly for our friends and family, making great sacrifices and even risking 

much to support them only to be let down in our time of need. So when friends and family let us 

down, it can be devastating. 

 

We like to think that we are different than the disciples or even those who have let us down. But 

we’re not. At some point in our lives, we have let others down because of weakness, 

unwillingness, selfishness, or carelessness.  

 

11. Jesus did not give up on his friends. He just got them to their feet since the force coming to 

arrest him was in sight. Jesus does not give up on us either. That does not mean our failures don’t 

matter, only that Jesus won’t let us wallow in past mistakes, for there are new challenges to face 

just ahead. 

 

12. George is obviously very disturbed by the news. But instead of being angry with Harry for 

letting him down, he finds out more about what sort of job this will be for Harry. George could 

not deny his brother such a fine opportunity. Once more, George set aside his personal ambitions 

for those of another. 

 

13. During the Depression, there’s a run on the bank, and George uses his own money earmarked 

for his honeymoon with Mary to save the Building and Loan from financial ruin while 

simultaneously providing for the needs of the community. 

 

14. There are many unforeseen interruptions in our lives, including financial problems, sudden 

expensive repairs, company downsizing, sudden calls for help, traffic, once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunities, missed deadlines, and kids getting sick when you’re supposed to be going on 

vacation. 

 

15. Most interruptions in life present us with a choice to respond, to say no, or perhaps to 

delegate. Other times the answer is obvious, in that it presents itself in the form of an emergency. 

Because life is so unpredictable, it’s critical that we depend on God’s guidance as to how to 

proceed.  

 

Some interruptions are simply that though—interruptions. Satan can throw us diversions that 

keep us from completing what God wants us to do. In those cases, we need to treat them as such 

and deal with interruptions quickly and efficiently. However, we also have the tendency to 

overreact about certain interruptions or to read God-inspired messages into them that simply 

aren’t there. 
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16. By all accounts, Mary and Joseph were heading for a bright future. They were engaged and 

preparing to get married when Mary found out she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit and would 

be giving birth to the Savior of the world. For them, there was shock, anger, embarrassment, and 

fear about what the future held. This interruption did not just impact them but their parents and 

community as well. In fact, Joseph considered divorcing Mary quietly, and the law stated that 

she could be stoned to death for what would have been considered adultery. 

 

17. In order to accept this interruption in their lives and move on, they had to surrender to 

whatever God had planned for them. God can accomplish far more through a surrendered life 

than he can when we are fighting against him. God’s unexpected change in their plans gave them 

the honor of parenting the very Son of God. Our world has never been the same again because 

of their obedience! 

 

18. It’s easy to get frustrated, discouraged, and bewildered by unforeseen interruptions in our 

plans and expectations. Why? Because all we see are the problems or suffering that we are going 

to have to endure. The fact is, God’s glory is far more evident in our trials than our triumphs. 

We must trust God in all the unexpected insecurities and uncertainties of life. It may not always 

be evident what God is up to, but we can rest assured He uses interruptions to do things far 

beyond what we ever dreamed on our own. 

 

19. Because of George’s selfless act, the Building and Loan was saved from the clutches of 

Potter so that decent homes would continue to be built in Bedford Falls. In addition, people were 

able to buy the food and medicine they needed to get through a very rough time.  

 

20. George’s forgetful Uncle Billy loses an $8,000 bank deposit. As a result, George is facing 

scandal and arrest as the Building and Loan is out of cash and facing collapse.  

 

21. In a dream, God told Joseph to leave Bethlehem and go to Egypt because Herod was going 

to try to kill the baby. Joseph did not waste time and took Mary and Jesus in the middle of the 

night and left for Egypt. 

 

22. We learn that God’s enemies will often stop at nothing in their hatred and opposition to God 

and his plans, but we also learn that no matter what they do, God’s plans will always be 

accomplished. When we commit ourselves to God, he will use everything in our lives, the good 

and the bad, to bless us and bring about what he knows is best for us. 

 

Herod was not successful in his plans. No matter what he did, no matter how hard he tried to 

hinder God’s plans, it didn’t work, because God’s plans are always accomplished. God will use 

everything in our lives, even suffering, even tragedy, to accomplish his plans, and his plans are 

always to bless you. 

 

23. Sometimes bad things happen to people who seem undeserving of them. But we must 

remember that nothing happens to us that does not first pass through the hands of God, regardless 

of whether we understand it or not. God is good, just, loving, and merciful, and instead of 

doubting God’s goodness during a trial, we should try to trust Him even more.  
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24. George’s goodwill with his customers and friends leads them all to answer his wife’s call for 

bailing out the Building and Loan. What appears to George to be a no-way-out situation actually 

ends up being both his and the community’s salvation. 

 

25. George does not get a single thing that he thought he wanted in life yet winds up the richest 

man in town. Often what appears to be binding or restricting might actually be liberating. 

Freedom and adventure were already a part of George’s life, but he just could not see it. Through 

his experience, George learns that even your greatest dreams are not always the things that you 

really need or even want. George wanted to be a famous engineer and make a lot of money, but 

the way he lived his life gave him more than fame—he had friends and family who loved him 

dearly. 
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Session 2: People Were Human to Him 

 

 

1. Answers may vary. 

 

2. Peter Bailey founded and managed, along with his brother, Billy, the Bailey Building and 

Loan. Where some might see home building as a profitable enterprise, Peter Bailey sees a moral 

and social responsibility by financing home building for the working class of Bedford Falls.  

 

George witnessed firsthand his father engage in countless acts of concern for others without 

concern for himself. No other source influenced George’s will and imagination more than his 

father.  

 

3. No one can fault George for preferring his romantic dreams to the family business, especially 

considering the conflict and stress that he witnessed his father endure. The difficulties arise 

mostly from one source: Henry Potter, the curmudgeonly financier and slumlord and also a 

Building and Loan board member.  

 

During one exchange, Potter first accuses Peter Bailey of “crying” and then of being a “miserable 

failure,” prompting the adolescent George to leap to his father’s defense. Even at that early age, 

George personally experiences Potter’s contempt and the opposition against which his father 

must contend. 

 

4. Peter Bailey tries to help his son understand that to change the world, you need to start in your 

own community. He did so by starting a business that provided for his family but also met a 

deeper fundamental urge by the human race in his own town by providing housing for the 

working class of Bedford Falls.  

 

George measures the value of life by doing only things that he deems are “big” and “important.” 

For him, these things will happen outside of Bedford Falls in a big city building skyscrapers and 

monumental bridges—not trying “to save three cents on the length of a pipe.” 

In a biblical sense, Peter Bailey responds more like Christ and answers his call willingly, while 

George represents our struggle to do God’s will. 

 

5. Mustard seeds seem incredibly inconsequential. They are unimpressive. They are tiny! 

Through this parable, Jesus claims that the kingdom of heaven here on Earth seems unimpressive 

and inconsequential at first but will grow to become a great movement and ultimately provide 

shelter, protection, and benefits to the entire world. What was once only a small seed becomes a 

full-grown tree, fulfilling its life’s purpose. 

 

6. We are surrounded by social media and non-stop news heralding the major accomplishments 

of others. Therefore, it makes our sincere efforts to help someone fix a flat tire seem insignificant.  
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Just like the mustard seed, you and I have purpose in life too, but we have to start 

somewhere. Sometimes it might seem like a small start, but that’s all you need to eventually 

have big results. We can change the entire course of our lives by simply making one small change 

and sticking with it. In James 3:5, we are reminded that one small spark can set a forest ablaze. 

Small is not always insignificant; it can, in fact, lead to great things. 

 

7. We need to be willing to value people who seem insignificant, who are irritating, who pose 

an inconvenience, or who are interruptions in our lives. Too often we are more concerned about 

our agenda, our convenience, our reputation, or our self-importance than we are about people. 

 

8. Peter Bailey believed that the working class should be able to live in a decent home with their 

families rather than Potter’s slums. George understood that his father’s vocation was a moral 

calling, one that required hardship and much sacrifice.  

 

9. Like any other small business owner, Peter Bailey likely made many sacrifices over the years 

to keep the Building and Loan solvent. Not only long hours at the office but tussling with Mr. 

Potter on a regular basis was enough to make anyone want to choose another line of work. In 

addition, George claims that his father never thought of himself nor was he able to save enough 

money to send his sons to school.  

 

10. It was clear that the rich young ruler’s money meant more to him than eternal life. He relied 

on his wealth to provide both his needs and his pleasures in life, which he was not willing to 

sacrifice.  

 

Physical things such as wealth have only a temporary existence. Even though this existence is 

very unstable, it’s still hard to sacrifice. The value of gold, stocks, bonds, and other forms of 

wealth all fluctuate. A sudden economic recession can wipe out a fortune, yet we hold on to it 

with everything we have for fear of what might happen if we don’t. 

 

11. Surrendering to God’s agenda requires us to take a clear assessment of our own agenda. Most 

of the things we consider important would include personal peace, happiness, comfort, 

prosperity, security, friends, good health, and fulfilling experiences. These are all great things 

but should be considered side benefits of following Christ. 

 

We should sacrifice anything and everything that stands in the way of God having his way in 

our lives. Our rights, privileges, pleasures, possessions, expectations, and well-formed plans may 

not be wrong in and of themselves, but are we willing to hold them loosely and even let them 

go—to sacrifice them—if that will enable God to fulfill his agenda for our lives? 

 

12. Sacrificial living is an intentional choice. If we are to be a living sacrifice, we must be willing 

to give everything we have for the sake of Christ. Sometimes sacrifice means ordinary things, 

such as giving up being politically correct, giving up the safety of not saying anything, or making 

life simpler in order to be free to serve others. 
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God actually requires every Christian to live a sacrificial life; it is an act of spiritual worship. It 

is exemplified by walking in love and putting God and others before yourself. 

 

13. Bedford Falls was a better community because of Peter Bailey. He lit the spark George later 

flamed that changed an entire town for the better. 

George sacrificed his romantic dreams of traveling the world and building great things to follow 

in his father’s footsteps and run the family business.  

 

14. Violet is an attractive young woman and town flirt who has liked George very much ever 

since they were young children. The community most likely thinks of her as a “loose” woman, 

and she probably is not held in the highest esteem. George, however, does not treat her any 

different from other people. He values all people, including Violet.   

 

15.  We often think or expect the worst of people whose reputation is less than stellar. As a result, 

they often feel trapped by a label they’ve been given with no easy way to escape it. Everyone 

needs and desires to feel valued and deserves a second chance. The feeling of being devalued or 

diminished by someone else’s words or behavior can be very destructive.  

 

16. As a Jew, Zacchaeus would have been despised by his own people and considered a sinner 

who collaborated with the hated Romans in collecting taxes for them. His position allowed him 

to add on to existing taxes for his own gain, making him a very wealthy man.  

 

Jesus viewed Zacchaeus not as a wealthy tax collector but as someone who had value as a 

creation of God and who needed him. Although Zacchaeus had plenty of possessions and money, 

he was also despised by his own people as well as the religious establishment of the day, much 

like shepherds, Samaritans, dying criminals, and Roman soldiers—all of whom Jesus loved and 

cared for but society shunned. 

 

17. Wealthy Jewish businessman of the day did not climb trees. It would have been viewed as 

disgraceful. Zacchaeus did not care and probably felt he did not have anything to lose since 

people despised him anyway. At this point, he felt Jesus might be his only hope for redemption. 

 

18. When Jesus called out to Zacchaeus, he broke through the barriers between tax collectors 

and the people. He not only met with Zacchaeus on the street but he went home with this 

“sinner,” to the chagrin of others. 

 

19. Both Zacchaeus and the rich young ruler were very wealthy with great possessions. They 

also both sought Jesus out because they knew something was missing in their lives. 

 

However, they are different in the fact that Zacchaeus came by his wealth dishonestly, and the 

rich young ruler obviously did not. The rich younger ruler was also religious and highly regarded, 

but Zacchaeus was not. The rich young ruler approached Jesus directly and confidently with his 

request, but Jesus approached Zacchaeus. In the end, Zacchaeus was able to part with his 

possessions and follow Christ, but the rich young ruler was not.  
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20. Jesus told the rich young ruler to go sell all his possessions and come follow Him—a task 

that he was unable to do.  

 

Zacchaeus decided all on his own to give half of all his possessions to the poor! Jesus did not 

tell him to do so. In one stroke, he pledged half his possessions to help the poor. Giving 50% of 

one’s possessions went far beyond the 20% that might be considered generous by the rabbis. 

Finally, he offered restitution to any he had wronged—four times the amount he cheated them. 

 

Zacchaeus did not give away his money to gain salvation but rather because of the overflowing 

joy, love, and generosity that came naturally from his changed heart. 

 

21. There are people in our families, churches, neighborhoods, jobs, and schools who are hurting. 

Their lives are messed up, and they need Jesus’s mercy and grace. These people need our 

willingness to love them rather than judge them. We should be willing to go out of our way to 

help them in love, knowing that Christ’s love can change them. 

 

22. No one is beyond redemption and repentance, even those whom we see as gross sinners. 

They are all susceptible to sensing Jesus’s love for them. However, God will give us both natural 

and supernatural insights into people so that we might help them. 

 

We should not be overly concerned about tarnishing our reputations. Yes, we are to be wise and 

discrete and avoid the appearance of evil. But we must not be more concerned about ourselves 

than we are for the lost. We need to be willing to take the shame of their sin upon us, as it were, 

so that we might bring Jesus’s love to them. 

 

23. George treats Violet as having intrinsic value and allows her to maintain a sense of worth 

and well-being. He does not take the opportunity to manipulate, exploit, or take advantage of the 

situation or tear her down. 

 

Violet decides not to leave Bedford Falls but stays and returns the money that George had given 

her. George helped her when she was down, and she cannot leave him in the same situation. 

Obviously, she does not have any money, so it must have been quite the sacrifice to return the 

money George had given her. 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

Session 3: Bankruptcy, Scandal, and Prison 

 
 

1. Answers will vary. 

 

2. George was obviously very ambitious and had great dreams that were never realized. All the 

while, he watched friends like Sam Wainwright make a fortune in plastics and appear to be living 

the high life. He has talent, skills, and, most importantly, the drive to be successful but feels 

chained to a destiny that he did not willingly choose. 

 

3. In 2018 the annual household income was $61,822. To multiply it by a factor of ten would 

increase the income to $618,220, or just over a half million dollars. This amount of money is life 

altering for most people. It can change where you live, where your kids go to school, what you 

drive, how you spend your free time, and more. However, it is not guaranteed to make your life 

any better, just drastically different. 

 

4. George turned down Mr. Potter’s offer because he saw through Potter’s end game—the 

dissolution of the Building and Loan. When he shook hands with Potter, he realized that it was 

like making a deal with the devil…a deal that would cost a lot more than the salary he would 

make. 

 

This decision was very hard for George. The offer appeared to be the chance of a lifetime for 

George to achieve all of his dreams, which made it all the more difficult to turn down. He was 

not content with his current status in life, as demonstrated when he kicked the door of his old car 

after seeing Sam Wainwright’s new car. He had had big dreams since a child and wanted more 

out of life than what he was currently receiving. In his mind, this was his big, if not his last, 

chance. 

 

5. Contentment can be defined as being pleased and satisfied with your life, not needing more. 

Most people might mistakenly define contentment as accumulating enough wealth and 

possessions to make us feel secure. A lot of people think of it as laziness or apathy. But that’s 

not contentment. Our world is addicted to a “bigger is better” and “What’s next?” mentality, so 

the idea of just slowing down and enjoying what you have right in front of you before moving 

on to the next thing is foreign to most people. 

 

As a result, we equate contentment with being happy. When you’re not content, you spend your 

whole life jumping from one thing to another, always hoping the next thing will be the one big 

thing that makes you happy. This perpetual roller coaster becomes very hard to get off.  

 

6. Paul understood that God was in control and would meet or not meet his needs according to 

how God saw fit. Paul lived abundantly at times, and at other times, he had to learn to get along 

with more humble means. During those times, he did not grumble or panic but submitted to the 

sovereign hand of God, trusting that God knew what was best for him. 
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Paul learned to be content in all situations. Contentment did not come naturally to Paul nor does 

it to us. It’s not an instantaneous transformation once we accept Christ. It’s a process, something 

that we learn from walking with God each day. We must understand that everything, major and 

minor, is under God’s sovereignty. He uses all our circumstances to train us in godliness if we 

submit to him and trust him.  

 

7. Jesus tells us to change our focus. Instead of focusing on what we want and what we do not 

have, he instructs us to focus on his kingdom, which includes our growing in personal holiness. 

Only then can we be content with what he provides.  

 

In a sense, we are all full-time missionaries, not necessarily in the sense of traveling around the 

world but rather as missionaries where God has placed us. Whereas some are called to preach 

and serve other nations, the majority of us are called to do so right where we are. We are most 

effective and content when we are pursuing Christ full time first rather than hoping the world 

can fill our void and make us happy. 

 

8. Even though it was difficult, George made the right decision. Mr. Potter was nowhere near a 

godly man—someone you could trust to do the right thing. He likely was playing chess with 

George, just waiting for him to dissolve the Building and Loan and then he would fire him. This 

would ruin both George’s life and impact the lives of those who relied on the Building and Loan. 

 

9. Anger prompts a strong impulse to say or do something. When we react in anger, we can often 

worsen a situation, have poor judgement, or choose the wrong course of action.  

 

10. The problem with anger is that it may lead us to lose control of our conduct and lash out at 

others with foolish words or deeds that are intended to hurt others and may be regretted later. By 

contrast, a wise man will control himself, even when he is angry. 

 

11. James says anger doesn’t bring about a righteous life; instead, it often brings pain and hurt. 

Psalm 86:15 – We should control our anger because God is slow to become angry with us. 

Proverbs 10:19 – We should control our anger because too many words will cause us to sin. 

Proverbs 13:3 – We should control our anger because our lives could be ruined. 

Proverbs 14:29 – We should control our anger because we could make fools of ourselves. 

 

12. In today’s modern culture, it’s all too easy to fire off a text or email without reflection or 

deeper thought. In doing so, we let our passions dictate the tone and content of our response. 

Although it’s funny to think of George sending a text to Uncle Billy calling him a “stupid, silly 

old fool,” words often have a more lasting impact when they are written down in a letter, email, 

or text. People can read them over and over again and relive those hurtful feelings. 

 

13. Anger itself is not wrong but rather how we express it. Otherwise, in the Ephesians passage, 

Paul would have said, “Anger is sin. Don’t get angry.” But that’s not what he said. Anger is 

sinful when it leads us to lose control so that instead of being helpful to others, we become 

abusive, saying evil or hateful things intended to hurt them. Or we may simply not care about 

how we affect them. 
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If we follow Jesus’s lead in both the Mark and Matthew passages, our anger should always be 

directed at sin. Jesus was often grieved and angry at his fellow Jewish brothers’ lack of faith. He 

was also angry when he saw His Father’s house of worship being turned into a marketplace. We 

should be angry, for example, when we see poor, neglected children being abused as well as 

many of the injustices in the world today.  

 

14. George would have benefited from stepping away from the situation and taking a short time 

out just to get perspective. Then he might have been able to move forward with a better 

understanding and more self-control. 

 

15. George Bailey is faced with a financial crisis in which he feels he has failed everyone. He’s 

lost $8,000, and he’s fearful that he’ll be arrested for fraud and embezzlement and possibly put 

in prison. The only thing he can pull together as collateral is a life insurance policy—one in 

which he finds out that he is worth more dead than alive. He eventually breaks under the pressure 

and strain and flees to the bridge to end his life. 

 

The financial crisis quickly becomes a crisis of faith as George succumbs to frustration and 

anger. Even a character as strong and ethical as George Bailey can be overwhelmed by 

destructive impulses. He is rocked to the core of his being out of frustration that sometimes bad 

things befall good people.  

 

16. Just turning on the news lets us know we are living in uncertain times. Economic instabilities, 

terrorist acts, and natural catastrophes can alter the lives and landscapes of entire communities. 

Uncertainty can definitely be uncomfortable. Then we have friends who are not faithful, 

marriages that are unstable, job problems, health problems, and more. Life is depressing for 

many people, sometimes to the point where they lose all hope. 

 

17. Millions of people every day become desperate, and despite their distrust of religion, they 

will utter a prayer to God—a God whom they may not believe in or who even seems distant. 

And like George Bailey, life will punch them in the face again. Prayers are often not answered 

as we expect. We want our problems to go away when sometimes what we might need is a punch 

in the face! God loves us so much that he will work on us to get us to where he needs us to be. 

In George’s case, he needed a bit more humility before he encountered God’s purposes. 

 

18. Answers will vary. 

 

19. Abraham was a 99-year-old man, and Sarah was right behind him in age. How could they 

have a child? There were no facts that supported hope. It is one thing to believe when you still 

have some hope; to believe when all hope is gone is a radical faith.  

 

Yet Abraham went past all hope to continue in faith. He did not let the facts affect his faith; 

rather, he walked by faith.  

 

20. Abraham did not have to deny reality to maintain his faith. He knew that he and his wife 

were far past child-bearing years. He knew his body was dead—that was a fact. The Bible says 
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that he considered that fact…and had faith anyway. Without anything to rely on except God’s 

Word to him—no Bible or testimonies of others walking in faith—Abraham chose to believe 

God in spite of what seemed to be the facts. As he made that choice, he gave glory to God. 

Faith never requires that you ignore the facts or walk in some kind of deception. To obtain the 

promises of God, you must sometimes endure great suffering and pain to be worthy of the goal.  

 

For decades, God had spoken to Abraham promising that he would be the father of many. 

Abraham had made up his mind long before to cling to that fact instead of what the facts before 

him were telling him. 

 

21. God will often allow circumstances to come into your life that are the exact opposite of what 

he has promised will be. This is to teach you how to look at his promise and not the situation. 

This is not easy to do and often takes a long time to develop, especially when the promise is 

significant. However, he provides us an excellent model in Abraham, who held to the promise 

of God without wavering in unbelief even though the facts were the opposite of what the Lord 

was saying to him.  

 

22. The only hope that has substance in this world is found in the gospel. The gospel does not 

promise a charmed life filled with constant blessings, but it gives solid assurance that life is 

worth living, that problems are worth enduring, and that the risks of life are worth taking. The 

gospel provides hope that there is more to life than what we can see; the invisible world is even 

more real than the world we see. Even the sun will eventually fade away, but spiritual realities 

will not.  

 

Faith is not a feeling or an event; it is a way of life and a rational decision and conclusion based 

on the facts and the trustworthiness of God, not the world—a faith that leads us to correct 

choices, attitudes, thoughts, and conclusions.  

 

23. Answers will vary. 
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Session 4: George, It’s a Miracle! It’s a Miracle! 

 
 

1. Answers will vary. 

 

2. The movie opens with countless prayers for George Bailey by his family and friends. Whereas 

some might have been aware of his financial crisis, others might not have. Most importantly, 

they simply understood Mary’s cry that “George was in trouble.” That was all they needed to 

petition the heavens for help. 

 

The community of Bedford Falls did more than just pray; they acted and were a part of God’s 

miracle. Mary herself calls the town’s generosity a miracle, and indeed it is! Individually, none 

of them had the amount of money needed, but that did not stop them. They brought what they 

had and trusted God to do the rest—to perform the miracle. 

 

3. We are motivated to pray for friends and family when we see them in a time of crisis—

sickness, job loss, marital problems, or the death of a loved one. Our prayers, if possible, should 

actively involve us in the solution to the prayer, not thinking that we can solve the problem but 

rather simply bringing what we have that might be part of God’s solution. 

 

4. The four friends were trying get their paralyzed friend to Jesus to be physically healed, but 

the house where Jesus was staying was too crowded. So they dug a hole in the thatched roof and 

lowered their friend down on a mat in front of Jesus. 

 

There were a lot of obstacles preventing these friends from bringing the paralytic to Jesus, but 

they were going to do whatever was necessary. These men demonstrated unusual faith in that 

they believed Jesus could make a difference in their friend’s life, and they were not going to be 

discouraged or deterred. They would find a way. 

 

5. Our prayers for others can be interrupted by our schedule, demands of our time from others, 

and sometimes a lack of confidence that Jesus will truly make a difference in the problem. Often 

in Scripture we see Jesus withdrawing to a solitary place to be alone with his Heavenly Father.  

 

We, too, should follow this model so that we can pray and do whatever is necessary to bring our 

friends to Jesus.  

 

6. When Jesus saw their faith (the men’s), he said, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Without the 

faith of this man’s friends, this man might have never experienced both the physical and spiritual 

healing powers of Jesus. 

 

The audience was interested in his teachings, but sadly, none of them cared to take the initiative 

to bring their own sick, blind, deaf, crippled, or demon-possessed people into that meeting. The 
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friends believed that Jesus was more than just a teacher and that He could actually heal their 

friend. 

 

7. There are two components of every miracle: divine action and human responsibility. For a 

real miracle to take place, we must act with God, using whatever gifts, talents, and abilities we 

have and directing them toward God’s work. Miracles are events in which God and man work 

together. The men simply wanted to help their friend and believed that Jesus was the answer.   

They did not have a detailed plan other than to act and do whatever they could for their friend. 

Jesus said that when we pray, we can move mountains. Who wouldn’t want to have a friend with 

this sort of prayer ability? Many of us have benefited from praying parents and grandparents 

who constantly petition the Lord on our behalf, most of the time unbeknownst to us. God is with 

us, loving us, caring for us, and always working for our good. In fact, sometimes God even wants 

us—like these townspeople in the movie—to assist in a miracle for someone else.  

 

8. It is obvious that the paralytic did not have high expectations since he was healed due to his 

friends’ belief, not his own. But upon meeting Jesus, he got more than he bargained for. Not only 

was he miraculously healed of his paralysis but his faith was restored in God. His sin of disbelief 

was overcome. And that’s what we all need God to do for us before God does anything else for 

us: forgive our sins…heal us spiritually…save us. 

 

Being healed doesn’t mean we’ll receive perfect health or that if we are terminally ill, we will 

live. Healing can take many forms, and one of them is the inner transformation that allows us to 

accept our condition, which otherwise would drive us to doubt, despair, or depression. If we can 

only find forgiveness and salvation from God…well, we can face anything else life throws our 

way—the same way George can face financial ruin and jail time if he needs to. 

 

9. George thought he needed an $8,000 miracle in a hurry to solve all his problems. What George 

really needed was to have a deeper, more spiritual issue resolved. George was a good, decent, 

and loving person. He was a town treasure who never thought of himself and gave until it hurt. 

But George also struggled with a deeper resentment of a life that he thought he should have, 

which kept him from truly enjoying the life he did have. 

 

10. Answers will vary. 

 

11. George’s prayer was not a very confident prayer but rather one made out of desperation. It 

was heartfelt, honest, and real.  

 

Since George was not a “praying man,” this prayer might have been somewhat difficult. But he 

was desperate and exhausted, and the only place he could think to find strength was by turning 

to God. If we are not a “praying people,” we have to learn to let down our defenses and become 

vulnerable to a God whom we might not know so well. 

 

12. Sometimes when we pray, it’s hard not to wonder whether our prayers make any sense at all. 

Praying in public is a lot of pressure too, and we wonder what other people are thinking about 

our prayer. Am I saying the right words? Did I cover all the bases? Did I go too long? Am I 

going to embarrass myself or impress them with my words? 
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13. In this passage, Jesus is teaching his disciples how to approach prayer. Note that God is not 

impressed by many words or by those who want to appear spiritual by being seen as they pray. 

Rather, prayer is about a simple relationship with God. Jesus encourages us to ask, seek, and 

knock on the door of heaven.   

 

You can say the longest, most eloquent prayer for the wrong reasons—so that people will praise 

you—but then that’s all you get: people’s praise. On the other hand, the shortest, most simplistic 

prayer offered sincerely and offered only because you want to honor and obey God…that prayer 

will bring God’s reward. 

 

14. God wants you to pray—but not because he needs to know what you want or what you think. 

It’s because praying to God is an act of worship. When we talk to God, it reminds us that we 

depend on God, and it demonstrates that we trust him. And that’s why it’s so important that you 

pray with the right motive.  

 

15. The Greek word for Father used in the Lord’s Prayer is “pater.” Jesus used this word over 

200 times, and it was his term of choice when referring to God. He instructs us to pray “Father.”  

 

16. The word “Abba” was a common term that young children would use to address their fathers. 

It signifies the close, intimate relationship of a father and his child as well as the childlike trust 

that a young child puts in his “daddy.”  

 

17. Prayer is not a skill or achievement but rather requires a simple heart and a sincere desire to 

trust God, let down our defenses, be guided by his direction. 

 

18. God dispatches his angel Clarence to save George’s life in response to his prayers and those 

of his family and friends. Clarence’s job is not simply to keep George from killing himself or 

come through with the missing money but to help him understand how wonderful his life truly 

is.  

 

George does not see Clarence as the answer to his prayer but rather God mocking him once again 

after getting punched.  

 

19. God regularly intervenes in this world, and his greatest intervention was the birth of Jesus 

Christ. Christmas is a constant reminder that God did intervene and continues to intervene in 

your life and mine. In the birth of Christ, we embrace the miracle of God intervening in history 

to meet humanity face to face in the form of a baby. That baby is considered by billions as the 

light of the world.  

 

God had to intervene, and he did. Every one of us is born into a sinful world that has rebelled 

against its creator and has inherited a sin nature that separates us from God from day one. God 

knew we could never save ourselves. He knew that the only hope of our being in heaven for 

eternity with him depended entirely on his intervention. The only way to save us was for God to 

send his Son into this world as a human being in the person of Jesus to die in our place.  
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20. We should not underestimate what God might do and through whom he might choose to do 

it. We see story after story in the Bible where God uses the small and weak to accomplish some 

of his greatest achievements.  

 

21. Every time a person becomes a follower of Jesus, it’s God intervening. Every time your 

prayers are answered, it’s God intervening.  

 

22. We learn from Clarence and this Scripture passage that God might answer our prayers in a 

way that we do not expect. George does not see Clarence as anything more than an “odd body” 

(to quote his last name!) that needed his help rather than George accepting help from him.  

 

Imagine encountering an angel and not realizing it until afterward. Most of the time angels travel 

incognito, posing as human beings, and unless the Lord reveals their identity to us, we are 

unaware of their presence.  
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Session 5: You’ve Been Given a Great Gift, George 

 
 

1. Answers will vary. 

 

2. George is miserable. Not only is he unhappy with his status in life but he is now facing scandal, 

bankruptcy, and prison unless they find the missing $8,000. He has convinced himself that had 

he not been born, these problems would not exist and everyone around him would be much better 

off.  

 

Although George does not yet know the extent of his request, he is failing to consider that had 

he not been born, neither would his children, whom he loved dearly. He was in essence erasing 

their existence to satisfy his desire to avoid his struggles. 

 

3. George might have asked, “Why did I have to lose the hearing in my ear?”, “Why could I not 

go to college like my friends?”, “Why did I have to get stuck running the Building and Loan?”, 

“Why did I have to give all my money to Harry and then again to save the town during the bank 

run?, “Why did I not invest in plastics when Sam Wainwright offered?”, “Why do I have to live 

in this old house?”, etc. 

 

4. Just like George, we, too, struggle with God during the midst of life’s tests and ask hard 

questions. Why me? Why do I have to have this sickness? What is the purpose of this test? Can’t 

I learn the lesson some other way? Why can’t it end now? Why would you (God) let this happen? 

 

When no answer is given, some might respond by cursing God and longing to die. We also might 

feel powerless or unmotivated to help ourselves. Others simply ignore the reality of God and try 

to face the test alone only to realize the difficulty of doing so.  

 

5. Job’s silent brooding eventually turns to a scream as he breaks and crumbles under the 

pressure. Although Job comes very close to cursing God, he never does. He does, however, curse 

the day of his birth because it did not keep him from experiencing sorrow.  

 

6. Job next turns to the common question of man—a question that is never answered—the 

question “Why?” Why is Job in this condition rather than being in another? Why did he not die 

at birth? Why did he not die before birth? Why can the man who wants death to come not 

experience death? Why does trouble surround me so that I cannot avoid it? 

 

7. We know through the similarities with Job and George that even the most charitable among 

us may face devastating trials of faith. Both had a good life and were good people, but then many 

terrible things happened to them, none of which they caused. 

 

It’s very hard for us to bear unexplained trouble. If we could see some reason for what we have 

to go through, it could help by at least providing an answer for our suffering. But when trouble 
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seems to be pointless and we see nothing accomplished by it, it is a terrible strain upon us. We 

wonder why a just and loving God could create a person and then subject him to suffering so 

terrible that he wishes for death and the grave. These are the feelings that both Job and George 

experience that lead them both to ask the proverbial question, “Why was I ever born?”  

8. Satan did all he could to make Job lose his faith, but Job continued to trust in God alone. Even 

through his frustration and disappointment, Job’s heart remained steadfast in God. He affirmed 

that God was still God—no matter what—and always worthy of our love, reverence, and 

worship. That was the test for Job, and he passed it.  

 

Job’s perseverance was also rewarded. After Satan gave up, God blessed Job’s life (Job 42:12), 

and he came to really know God deeply, not simply to know about him. For us, too, the message 

is that trust in God is ultimately rewarded. Despite the suffering that we see and experience every 

day in this world, both our lives and our suffering are not pointless, thanks to God’s love. 

 

9. George wanted to see a world where he was never supposed to be born, but that wasn’t 

possible. From the beginning of time, God knew George Bailey and had his future in mind.  

 

10. Clarence unveils this nightmare scene of the moral degradation of Bedford Falls in George’s 

absence. Without George, his brother, Harry, dies at the age of nine in a sledding accident, the 

Building and Loan goes out of business after his father death, Bailey Park is never built for the 

working class of Bedford Falls, Mr. Gower is sent to prison for poisoning a child and later 

becomes a beggar, Mary never gets married and becomes an old maid, George’s kids do not 

exist, Uncle Billy goes insane, George’s mother has to open a boarding house to survive, Violet 

becomes a scandalous prostitute, Ernie the cab driver’s wife leaves him, and the town of Bedford 

Falls is totally dominated by the evil of Mr. Potter and becomes a place of gin mills, pool halls, 

and gentlemen’s clubs called Pottersville.  

 

But the impact would have stretched far beyond this small town as George learns that every man 

on the transport during the war died because Harry was not there to save them, since George was 

not there to save Harry. 

 

11. It conveys this delicate ethical condition that the choices we make in life have consequences 

far beyond our own particular existence. 

 

12. The dark alternate reality of Pottersville is not the result of something going fundamentally 

wrong with the world; it’s simply the way things would be had someone not prevented them. In 

this world, tragedy and ruin are always right around the corner, and only the heroism of men like 

George Bailey offers any hope of something better.  

 

13. Even though we are all of equal worth, that does not mean that we are equally compensated. 

Some positions in life require more skill or ability and thus are compensated accordingly. 

Regardless, each was awarded a generous gift, even the one who was given only one talent. 

During that time, a talent was worth 6,000 denarii, or about $2,000,000 today. The master had 

given him a valuable gift! 
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14. The gifts we receive from God include skills, talents, abilities, family connections, social 

positions, education, experiences, and more. It also includes our spiritual gifts that we receive 

upon becoming a Christian. We are to be investing these gifts into his kingdom for his glory, not 

for our own. 

 

15. The two servants who did well were rewarded in different amounts, but they were both 

praised identically. The servant who did poorly did not do any outright evil, such as stealing the 

money, but neither did he do anything good. In fact, he did nothing at all, which means nothing 

good was ever accomplished. He could have at least placed it in the bank so that it could be 

earning interest. God expects us to multiply the talents and gifts that he gives us, not just hold 

on to them. 

 

16. The return on investment that God expects of each of us is commensurate with the gifts we 

have been given. The servant who received one talent was not condemned for failing to reach 

the five-talent goal; he was condemned because he did nothing with what he was given.  

 

The implication of the parable is that we are to use whatever we’ve been given to the best of our 

ability for God’s glory, and when we have done that, we are on an equal playing field with other 

faithful, trustworthy servants of God. 

 

17. God has given each person a wide variety of gifts, and he expects us to employ those gifts in 

his service. It’s not acceptable to put those gifts on a shelf and ignore them. 

 

But sometimes we fear what others will think. It’s easier to not try and thus not fail than to try 

and open ourselves up to the possibility of failure. Using our talents to their fullest ability also 

takes an immense amount of work. This is why God calls the servant lazy. 

 

18. The vision of Pottersville shows George that God is real, that he accomplishes his objectives 

through the good works of men, and that there is an indispensable place for George Bailey, a 

hole that only he can fill. George has unique gifts and talents that God has blessed him with that 

are essential to his community. 

 

We are also reminded that even those who have the least important-looking lives (fewer talents) 

may be making the greatest impact on their fellow men. We have no idea how significantly our 

lives affect others. But that’s only part of the reason to value your life. Aside from serving others, 

our lives should be viewed as a gift.  

 

19. George finally learns, through divine intervention and the love of his friends and family, that 

he has all he’s ever needed or wanted. Even during the worst time of his life, he finds joy and 

happiness that is not based on his circumstances but rather on all he has been blessed with. 

 

George begs to return to his life even though it means returning to scandal, ruin, and prison. He 

then begins to celebrate his newfound joy in life by running through the streets of Bedford Falls 

wishing everyone a Merry Christmas. 
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20. George learns to appreciate the small things in life that he once despised, like the banister 

knob on the stair railing, hugging friends like Bert the cop, loving on his kids and wife, and 

simply enjoying the moment. 

 

21. We need to learn to appreciate that life is made up of moments and these moments are what 

we remember and appreciate when we reflect later in life.   

Those small things include family dinners around the table, a fun evening with friends, walks 

with your spouse, playing games with your kids, a beautiful evening sky, and sharing the love 

of Christ with others. 

 

When we neglect to enjoy the small things in life, all we are left with is the daily struggles, the 

disappointments, and the disasters that plop on our doorsteps when we least expect them. 

 

22. The book of Ecclesiastes as a whole teaches us that life on Earth is full of suffering and 

tragedy. Yet at the same time, we are called upon to enjoy everyday life.  

 

Solomon is not promoting hedonism but rather realism. He reminds us that despite all of life’s 

difficulties, we should enjoy what God has given us. We should not be so busy and distracted 

with the affairs of life that we don’t settle down and enjoy it. We should recognize that the 

pleasure in simple activities like eating and drinking are all gifts from his hand. Life takes on a 

divine aspect when we acknowledge his hand in the joys of life.  

 

23. We all want our lives to have meaning. That’s why we relate so much to the journey of 

Solomon. Oftentimes that search takes us on long and winding roads filled with excitement and 

joy and other times fear and sorrow. The problem comes when we attempt to find meaning in 

the pursuit of pleasure. This is a dead end path that eventually leads to disappointment with our 

lives. 

 

Solomon concludes by stating that everyone will eventually die and everything that we 

accomplish is useless without God and without our commitment to Him. And because life is 

short, we should both honor God with our lives and enjoy our days while we are here. 

 

24. Harry’s description of George as the richest man in town has nothing to do with money or 

assets but rather that he is rich in love from his family, friends, and neighbors. 

 

25. Answers may vary. 


