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SESSION 1 

Matthew 14:13-21 (NIV) 

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he 

withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. 

Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on 

foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and 

saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 

15 As evening approached, the disciples came 

to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 

already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 

they can go to the villages and buy themselves 

some food.” 

16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. 
You give them something to eat.” 

17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and 
two fish,” they answered. 

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he 

directed the people to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 

looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke 

the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, 

and the disciples gave them to the 

people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and 

the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 

broken pieces that were left over. 21 The 

number of those who ate was about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. 

Matthew 26:36-46 (NIV) 

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place 

called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit 

here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took 

Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with 

him, and he began to be sorrowful and 

troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is 

overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 

death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to 

the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 

possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet 
not as I will, but as you will.” 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found 

them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch 

with me for one hour?” he asked 

Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not 

fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” 

42 He went away a second time and 

prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this 

cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your 
will be done.” 

43 When he came back, he again found them 

sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So 

he left them and went away once more and 
prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to 

them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, 

the hour has come, and the Son of Man is 

delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let 
us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, 

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 

in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married 

to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary.28 The angel went 

to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 

wondered what kind of greeting this might 

be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 

God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most 
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High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 

his father David, 33 and he will reign over 

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 
never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, 

“since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 

come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be 

born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in 

her old age, and she who was said to be unable 

to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no 
word from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 

“May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 

angel left her. 

Matthew 2:13-18 (NIV) 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he 

said, “take the child and his mother and escape 

to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 

going to search for the child to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother 

during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he 

stayed until the death of Herod. And so was 

fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16 When Herod realized that he had been 

outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and 

its vicinity who were two years old and under, 

in accordance with the time he had learned 

from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through 
the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

    weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

    and refusing to be comforted, 

    because they are no more.” 

  



It’s a Wonderful Life Scripture References 
www.BrownChairBooks.com 

SESSION 2 

Matthew 13:31-32 (NIV) 

31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom 

of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 

took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the 

smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the 

largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds come and perch in its branches.” 

James 3:5 (NIV) 

5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the 

body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what 
a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 

Matthew 19:16-22 (NIV) 

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, 

“Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?” 

17 “Why do you ask me about what is 

good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is 

good. If you want to enter life, keep the 
commandments.” 

18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 

Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall 

not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 

shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your 

father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” 

20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. 
“What do I still lack?” 

21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be 

perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

22 When the young man heard this, he went 
away sad, because he had great wealth. 

 

Matthew 10:38-39 (NIV) 

38 Whoever does not take up their cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever 

finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses 
their life for my sake will find it. 

Romans 12:1 (NIV) 

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 

view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship. 

Luke 19:1-10 (NIV) 

19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing 

through. 2 A man was there by the name of 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was 

wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but 

because he was short he could not see over the 

crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a 

sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 

coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up 

and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house 

today.” 6 So he came down at once and 

welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, 
“He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 

Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of 

my possessions to the poor, and if I have 

cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back 
four times the amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come 

to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.” 
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SESSION 3 

Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV) 

11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for 

I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in 

need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any 

and every situation, whether well fed or 

hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I 

can do all this through him who gives me 
strength. 

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 

33 But seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well. 

James 1:19-20 (GW) 

19 Remember this, my dear brothers and 

sisters: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 

to speak, and should not get angry easily. 20 An 

angry person doesn’t do what God approves of.  

Psalm 86:15 (NIV) 

15 But you, Lord, are a compassionate and 

gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness. 

Proverbs 10:19 (NIV) 

19 Sin is not ended by multiplying words, 

    but the prudent hold their tongues. 

Proverbs 13:3 (NIV) 

3 Those who guard their lips preserve their 

lives, but those who speak rashly will come to 
ruin. 

Proverbs 14:29 (NIV) 

29 Whoever is patient has great understanding, 

    but one who is quick-tempered displays folly. 

Ephesians 4:26 (NIV) 

26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun 

go down while you are still angry, 

Mark 3:5 (NIV) 

5 He looked around at them in anger and, 

deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said 

to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He 

stretched it out, and his hand was completely 
restored. 

Matthew 21:12-13 (NIV) 

12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove 

out all who were buying and selling there. He 

overturned the tables of the money changers 

and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is 

written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be 

called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it 
‘a den of robbers.’” 

Romans 4:18-25 (MSG) 

18 When everything was hopeless, Abraham 

believed anyway, deciding to live not on the 

basis of what he saw he couldn’t do but on 

what God said he would do. And so he was 

made father of a multitude of peoples. God 

himself said to him, “You’re going to have a big 

family, Abraham!” 

19-25 Abraham didn’t focus on his own 

impotence and say, “It’s hopeless. This 

hundred-year-old body could never father a 

child.” Nor did he survey Sarah’s decades of 

infertility and give up. He didn’t tiptoe around 

God’s promise asking cautiously skeptical 

questions. He plunged into the promise and 

came up strong, ready for God, sure that God 

would make good on what he had said. That’s 

why it is said, “Abraham was declared fit before  

God by trusting God to set him right.” But it’s 

not just Abraham; it’s also us! The same thing 

gets said about us when we embrace and 
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believe the One who brought Jesus to life when 

the conditions were equally hopeless. The 

sacrificed Jesus made us fit for God, set us right 
with God. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) 

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV) 

11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope 

for and assurance about what we do not see. 
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SESSION 4 

Luke 5:17-26 (NIV) 

17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees 

and teachers of the law were sitting there. They 

had come from every village of Galilee and from 

Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the 

Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some 

men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat 

and tried to take him into the house to lay him 

before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a 

way to do this because of the crowd, they went 

up on the roof and lowered him on his mat 

through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, 
right in front of Jesus. 

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, 
your sins are forgiven.” 

21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law 

began thinking to themselves, “Who is this 

fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive 
sins but God alone?” 

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and 

asked, “Why are you thinking these things in 

your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 

walk’? 24 But I want you to know that the Son 

of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell 

you, get up, take your mat and go 

home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in front of 

them, took what he had been lying on and went 

home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed 

and gave praise to God. They were filled with 

awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things 

today.” 

 

 

 

Matthew 6:5-8 (NIV) 

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the 

hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be 

seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 6 But when you 

pray, go into your room, close the door and 

pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 

reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep 

on babbling like pagans, for they think they will 

be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not 

be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. 

Mark 14:36 (NIV) 

36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is 

possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not 
what I will, but what you will.” 

Romans 8:15 (NIV) 

15 The Spirit you received does not make you 

slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the 

Spirit you received brought about your 

adoption to sonship. And by him we 
cry, “Abba, Father.” 

Galatians 4:6 (NIV) 

6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls 

out, “Abba, Father.” 

Luke 2:1-20 (NIV) 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree 

that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that 

took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town 
to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 



It’s a Wonderful Life Scripture References 
www.BrownChairBooks.com 

town of David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of David. 5 He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came 

for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to 

her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 

and placed him in a manger, because there was 
no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the 

fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

that will cause great joy for all the 

people. 11 Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 

host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his 

favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger. 17 When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what had been told 

them about this child, 18 and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds said to 

them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things 

and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. 

Matthew 20:28 (NIV) 

28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 

Hebrews 13:2 (NIV) 

2 Do not forget to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by so doing some people have 
shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 
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SESSION 5 

Job 3: 1-3; 11-12; 16; 20-23; 25-26 (NIRV) 

After a while, Job opened his mouth to speak. 
He cursed the day he had been born. 2 He said, 

3 “May the day I was born be wiped out. 

    May the night be wiped away when people 

said, ‘A boy is born!’ 
 

11 “Why didn’t I die when I was born? 

    Why didn’t I die as I came out of my mother’s 

body? 

12 Why was I placed on her knees? 

    Why did her breasts give me milk? 

 

16 Why wasn’t I buried like a baby who was 

born dead? Why wasn’t I buried like a child who 

never saw the light of day? 
 

20 “Why should those who suffer ever be born? 

    Why should life be given to those whose 

spirits are bitter? 

21 Why is life given to those who long for death 

that doesn’t come? 

    Why is it given to those who would rather 

search for death 

    than for hidden treasure? 

22 Why is life given to those who are actually 

happy and glad when they reach the grave? 

23 Why is life given to a man like me? 

    God hasn’t told me what will happen to me. 

    He has surrounded me with nothing but 

trouble. 
 

25 What I was afraid of has come on me. 

    What I worried about has happened to me. 

26 I don’t have any peace and quiet. 
    I can’t find any rest. All I have is trouble.” 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIRV) 

11 I know the plans I have for you,” announces 

the Lord. “I want you to enjoy success. I do not 

plan to harm you. I will give you hope for the 
years to come. 

Quote 

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 

is for good men to do nothing - Edmund Burke 

Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV) 

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a 

journey, who called his servants and entrusted 

his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags 

of gold, to another two bags, and to another 

one bag, each according to his ability. Then he 

went on his journey. 16 The man who had 

received five bags of gold went at once and put 

his money to work and gained five bags 

more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold 

gained two more. 18 But the man who had 

received one bag went off, dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. 

19 “After a long time the master of those 

servants returned and settled accounts with 

them. 20 The man who had received five bags 

of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, 

‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I 

have gained five more.’ 

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will put you in charge of many 

things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ 

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. 

‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 

bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
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few things; I will put you in charge of many 

things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ 

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of 

gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you 

are a hard man, harvesting where you have not 

sown and gathering where you have not 

scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out 

and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.’ 

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy 

servant! So you knew that I harvest where I 

have not sown and gather where I have not 

scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have 

put my money on deposit with the bankers, so 

that when I returned I would have received it 
back with interest. 

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it 

to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever 

has will be given more, and they will have an 

abundance. Whoever does not have, even what 

they have will be taken from them. 30 And 

throw that worthless servant outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 

Luke 12:48 (NIV) 

48 …From everyone who has been given much, 

much will be demanded; and from the one who 

has been entrusted with much, much more will 
be asked. 

Ecclesiastes 2:24 (NIV) 

24 A person can do nothing better than to eat 

and drink and find satisfaction in their own 

toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 

Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 (NIV) 

12 I know that there is nothing better for 

people than to be happy and to do good while 

they live. 13 That each of them may eat and 

drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this 
is the gift of God. 

Ecclesiastes 5:18 (NIV) 

18 This is what I have observed to be good: that 

it is appropriate for a person to eat, to 

drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome 

labor under the sun during the few days of life 
God has given them—for this is their lot. 

Ecclesiastes 8:15 (NIV) 

15 So I commend the enjoyment of life, because 

there is nothing better for a person under the 

sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy 

will accompany them in their toil all the days of 

the life God has given them under the sun. 

Ecclesiastes 9:9 (NIV) 

9 Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all 

the days of this meaningless life that God has 

given you under the sun—all your meaningless 

days. For this is your lot in life and in your 

toilsome labor under the sun. 

Ecclesiastes 11:9 (NIV) 

9 You who are young, be happy while you are 

young, and let your heart give you joy in the 

days of your youth. Follow the ways of your 

heart and whatever your eyes see, but know 

that for all these things God will bring you into 
judgment. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (NIV) 

13 Now all has been heard; 

    here is the conclusion of the matter: 

Fear God and keep his commandments, 

    for this is the duty of all mankind. 

14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, 

    including every hidden thing, 
    whether it is good or evil. 


