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Please Leave a Review 
 

Thank you again for reading the book and doing this Bible study! I hope and pray that in some 

way, it encouraged you (and your group) to grow closer to Christ. I know it did for me. 

If you enjoyed this study, I would appreciate your leaving an honest review for the book and study 

on Amazon! It will only take a couple of minutes and your review will help others know if this 

study is right for them and their small group. It’s easy and will only take a minute.  

Just click on the links below and you will be taken right to the review page: 

 

Click here to review Screwtape Proposes a Toast Study Guide 

 

I would also love to hear from you! Drop me a note by visiting me at www.BrownChairBooks.com 

and clicking on “Contact.” 

Thank you and God bless! 

Alan  
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The Abundance of Average Sinners  

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Screwtape claims that even though the quality is not what it once was the quantity of souls is 

in abundance and as demons they are no longer in danger of famine. 

3. We make choices every day, some good and some bad. Over time those repetitive choices can 

become habits that we soon embrace as principles—and often we will strongly defend those 

principles regardless of whether they are good or bad.  

Likewise, we also possess the opportunity to choose to accept the grace of God and receive His 

blessing or to reject it and suffer the consequences. The longer we remain in our sin and defend 

it on principle, the more settled we become and closed to God’s forgiving grace. 

4. We live in an age of social media where everyone can have their own megaphone and create 

a video that can go viral overnight. Celebrities, athletes, politicians, and even religious leaders 

have embraced easy-to-use technology mediums as a primer to spew their philosophies and 

opinions to a society eager to embrace the next new thing. 

5. For years, Simon had been amazing the folks of this Samaritan city – and the rest of Samaria – 

with his magic. Through sleight of hand (or possibly by employing powers from the dark side), his 

power seemed unlimited. Simon was not reluctant to promote himself, either. Luke tells us that 

he “claimed to be someone great”. The people thought of him as God or as the counterpart of 

Jesus. Simon made no attempt to correct the popular misconception.  

What an impact Simon’s conversion made on the people of Samaria. Not only did he profess 

belief and submit to baptism, he virtually attached himself to Philip, following him wherever he 

preached. No wonder the Samaritans were listening so intently to Philip. 

6. Answers may vary. 

 

 

  



Christian Socialism and the Meaning of Democracy 

7. Christian socialism was a movement in the 19th century by Protestants in Europe, especially 

Britain, calling for more government investigation and regulation to alleviate the distress of the 

poor, which they blamed on unrestrained capitalism. 

This new movement had factory owners being more generous to workers and society becoming 

“cleaner, more orderly, more thrifty, better educated, and even more virtuous.” This move 

toward a “really healthy state of society” would make Satan’s work that much harder. 

8. Satan’s first attack was to convince man to put the administration of “Christian socialism” into 

the hands of an all-powerful state bureaucracy thereby limiting personal freedom. This created 

communist and socialist tendencies in which the government created is not beholden to any 

higher set of principles or to God. 

As Christians, it is our privilege and calling to help the poor, weak, and downtrodden. But when 

we abandon our calling and hand these areas of human interaction over to a controlled state it 

breeds only distrust, resentment, anger, and waste. The states only ability to act is through the 

distribution of monies rather than actual, personal help. As a result, this massive expansion of 

government that socialism or communism requires, does not create a fairer or more equitable 

society, but rather an intrusive, punishing state that limits personal freedoms. Forced charity is 

not charitable or Christian.  

9. Miriam Webster’s Dictionary defines democracy as, “a government in which the supreme 

power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of 

representation usually involving periodically held free elections.” The forefathers of The 

Declaration of Independence declared, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." In other words, all people have natural rights 

and should be equally treated. 

Screwtape suggest the young tempters change the word democracy from the thought that all 

men should be equally treated to a factual belief that all men are equal. In other words, make 

the word democracy mean something else entirely like personal equality which prompts a man 

to say, “I’m as a good as you.” 

 

  



I’m as Good as You 

10. There is nothing wrong with saying the phrase “I’m as good as you” when referring to natural 

character traits. For example, one might say, “I can be as kind as you” or “I’m as honest as you.” 

It’s when we make claims of personal equality in areas where we know to be inferior but refuse 

to accept. For example, we might say, “I’m as smart as you”, “I’m as talented as you”, or “I’m as 

athletic as you” when it is quite obvious that we are not.  

The creed "all men are created equal" means that people hold certain inalienable rights that are 

innate in all human beings like the right to life, liberty and the desire to be happy. This stems 

from the idea of natural rights, meaning humans are naturally free to make their own choices 

and prosper.  

Personal equality is the state of everyone being equal in quantity, value, rank, talent, or ability. 

But we are not all equal; not physically, sexually, emotionally, ethically, philosophically, culturally 

and in any number of other ways. We may have been created equal, maybe we should be treated 

equally, but that does not translate into us all being equal. 

11. The behavior was originally called envy. By changing the meaning to democratic Satan has 

made the word respectable and deserving of praise and recognition and even legal in certain 

situations. 

12. Screwtape claims that those who desire personal equality and would say “I’m just as good as 

you” actually feel inferior and resent those who are superior. The claim to equality implied in 

democracy is used by some people merely to cover their envy and jealousy of others. 

13. The inevitable result of this definition of democracy is that it drags everyone down to the 

same level. Those that would naturally get ahead abhor doing so because of the fear that they 

might appear undemocratic. Those that attempt to excel anyway get labeled “prigs” and “cranks” 

and end up becoming the very things they hate. 

The deeper, more destructive value is the elimination of every kind of human excellence—

morally, culturally, socially, and intellectually. The more constructive response to “I’m not as 

good as you” would be, “Maybe I’ll try harder” or, “If I can’t excel in the area you excel, perhaps 

I can reach even greater heights in another endeavor.” But everyone should have the opportunity 

to excel, to succeed, or to fail. 

14. Just as a Greek dictator might limit the abilities of his people to avoid any superiority and 

possible challenges to his own power, democracy when defined as personal equality will do the 

same work of tyranny by limiting a person’s natural ability to achieve success and delivering all 

power to a suppressing government.  



Modern Education 

15. Screwtape claims that the educational system is shifting away from what may be too 

challenging for one student in favor of core educational standards for all students. The problem 

with “I’m as good as you” in our educational system is that it seeks to represent all people rather 

than to educate people.  

Today we see the results of this in the Common Core State Standards for education and the No 

Child Left Behind Act. These ill-conceived policies of social promotion disregards the significance 

of knowledge in itself and inevitably forces many unwilling teachers to pass children who don’t 

deserve to be passed. 

16. Answers may vary.  

17. It is important to keep our educational standards high, not lower the standards just because 

some can’t reach them. There has to be an incentive to learn and succeed and a disincentive to 

ignorance and failure. Every child should have the opportunity to excel and succeed at whatever 

they might be gifted at. Not held back just because another child might not be gifted in that area. 

Children should be allowed to fail. Failure is not always a bad thing and can often be the best 

teaching tool. In fact, most people will learn more from their failures than successes.  

With participation trophies and medals, we are raising children who think they are entitled to 

something just because they were on a team or participated in some activity. This does not teach 

children to excel, work hard, and do their best to achieve success. Losing is a good motivator that 

should drive you to want to do better…not cry and whine until somebody gives you something 

to keep you happy.  

18. Although Screwtape may insinuate it, Lewis does not. Lewis’ deeper point is not that one 

student has greater “worth” than another because of their intellectual talents and therefore 

deserves a higher place in society. Rather, he recognizes a survival of the fittest in education.  

The fact is, there are some students who perform poorly because that is the education for which 

they work. There are others who come to the realization that their place is not in academia but 

rest in some skill or talent. Whereas, intellectual ability does, perhaps, imply a certain role or 

responsibility in society it is not the only gauge to success in a real democracy. We would no more 

want to lower the educational standards for those who have the ability to become neurosurgeons 

than we would want to lower the military training of soldiers protecting our country. 

19. There is nothing wrong with doing your best and working hard. We should. Here’s the danger. 

These messages are all about our human efforts, abilities, and achievements. God is relegated to 

a cruel tyrant who wants us to do better, and we become beaten down perfectionists who can 

never do enough— never measure up to please and appease our cruel, divine Taskmaster. 



That’s why we’re so grateful for grace. Truth be told, we aren’t just grateful for grace; we’re 

counting on grace! Grace has been defined simply as God’s unconditional love for all of creation. 

It’s the reality that there is nothing you can do to make God love you more, and there’s nothing 

you can do to make God love you less. 

20. We are each given worth by taking our unique place in the Body of Christ. The fact that our 

abilities and talents are different is in this sense incredibly important to being able to fulfill the 

ministry that He has set before us.  

 

Government Democracies 

21. As we limit one’s ability to succeed we create a sub literate nation without great men. As a 

result when we encounter other nations in the midst of conflict “where children have been made 

to work at school, where talent is placed in high post, and where the ignorant mass are allowed 

no say at all in public affairs, only one result is possible.” 

22. “I’m as good as you” creates a state of mind where we become so obsessed with government 

meeting everyone’s needs that we ignore the plight of the individual soul. This mindset robs 

people of any charity, contentment, pleasure and gratitude they might have had for another and 

eventually destroys a nation from the inside out. Only individuals can be saved, nations cannot. 

Creating a more Christian and charitable society comes through individual actions within society. 

The greatest influence the Christian church can have is through appeal to the individual’s spirit, 

sense of happiness, well-being, and charity. Working within society and through individual’s 

enables charity to be positive, voluntary, and ultimately accountable. 

23. After a blistering review on the food, Screwtape is overwhelmed with the savory Pharisee 

wine. The wine, which burns like "dark fire", is full of religious factionalism and infighting within 

the church. Screwtape knows that creating divisions and destructive hatred between different 

factions of Christianity will serve a far greater purpose than redefining democracy ever could! 

 

 

 

 

 


