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PREFACE  
 
 

1. He wanted to write The Problem of Pain anonymously because he knew he would be making 

such courageous statements that it might sounds ridiculous coming from him. Also, at the time, 

Lewis was not known as a writer of Christian books, and as a former atheist, his writings might 

sound absurd. 

2. Lewis’s main purpose for writing the book was to solve the intellectual problem raised by 

suffering and not to teach fortitude and patience while suffering.  

3. Before you can really begin to propose a solution to the pain caused and the suffering in your 

life, it would help to understand the origins of that pain and reconcile it with a sovereign and loving 

God in light of human freedom.  

4. Lewis’s suggestion for bearing pain would be that it is more important to have a little courage 

rather than knowledge, human sympathy more than courage, and the love of God most of all. In 

other words, Lewis is saying that knowledge is good but the love of God is best of all. 
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CHAPTER 1  

INTRODUCTORY 
 
 

1. As an atheist, Lewis believed that for millions of years the universe was mostly empty space, 

dark, cold, and almost entirely unpopulated. Then, once conscious and reasoning humans showed 

up, life on Earth consisted mainly of preying on one another and causing pain. Humans endured 

mental suffering, created tools of suffering, and left a historical legacy of crime, war, disease, and 

terror. Civilizations come and go and conditions improve, but eventually they all pass away in a 

universe that is running down.  

Lewis concludes that with all the pain and suffering in the world, either there is no spirit behind 

the universe, it is indifferent to good and evil, or it is evil. We can easily make this same assumption 

when dealing with a difficult trial in our own lives or simply by turning on the news and wondering 

how, if there is a God, horrible and painful things can happen. 

2. These biblical passages, and many others, remind us that one only needs to look around to see 

that God’s creative handiwork can be observed in nature and is present everywhere for all to view. 

He created things to function in an orderly fashion, and He continues to keep things in order. In 

fact, in Romans 1:20, Paul contends that God so clearly manifests Himself in creation that all men 

know He exists.  

3. The question that Lewis never dreamed of raising as an atheist was “If the universe is so bad, or 

even half so bad, how on earth did human beings ever come to attribute it to the activity of a wise 

and good Creator?” Naturally, due to pain and suffering, man would assume that the universe was 

created by a maleficent, evil creator. 

4. Ignorance really has nothing to do with it. In all periods of human history, man has been keenly 

aware of pain and suffering and the waste of human life, and yet they still contribute religion to a 

wise and good Creator. Lewis argues it is unreasonable to think that such a conception simply 

emerged from out of the minds of men.   

5. The first element found in all religions is the Numinous. The Numinous, or the supernatural, is 

defined as a mighty spirit that brings about awe and dread toward something that we do not quite 

understand within our world. But there is nothing in the natural world that is defined by our senses 

that would lead man to fear the supernatural as he would a tiger standing before him. The feeling 

of awe and dread of the supernatural must then be innate in all men given to us by a Creator. Lewis 

goes on to say that either this awe is a “mere twist in the human mind” of all mankind or else it is 

a real experience—a revelation. The problem with the first explanation of it being a twist in the 
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human mind is that awe has shown no tendency of disappearing from the human experience, even 

from the most advanced and sophisticated humans. 

6. Answers may vary. 

7.The second element found in all religions is the moral experience. Human beings throughout 

history have acknowledged some kind of morality—agreed upon principles concerning the 

distinction between right and wrong or good and bad behavior. The one commonality found in all 

moralities throughout time is that man has failed to live up to the moral standards and is aware 

when he has broken the moral law and thus experiences guilt. This experience of morality cannot 

be explained by the physical universe. So it, like awe, is either illusion or revelation. 

8. The third element is when people make the Numinous Power the guardian of the morality to 

which they feel an obligation. Lewis makes it clear that it is not obvious why man would naturally 

link the two. In other words, why would man make that which he dreads (the Numinous) the giver 

of the moral law that they feel obligated to keep? This is the reason why non-moral religions still 

exist. This combination of the two is either the madness of man or revelation. 

9. The fourth element found in all religions, unique to Christianity, is a historical event—a man 

who claimed to be the son of, or one with, the Numinous Power and the giver of the moral law.  

10. Jesus clearly believed that He was the Son of God who lived a life without sin, would die for 

our sins, and will return to judge the sins of the world. There are only two possible views on Jesus 

Christ. Either man believes Jesus Christ is the Son of God or a raving lunatic. He gives you no 

other options. 

11. If you believe Jesus, then the story of death and resurrection become believable as well, and 

your relationship with the Numinous Power is changed. Now you have hope and faith in a new life 

both here on Earth and for eternity. 

12. This historical incarnation was not a story that we could have invented ourselves. In fact, it is 

not that far from what science is slowly teaching us to accept in this universe, like the speed of 

light, etc.  

13. Lewis said that if we decide to ignore the supernatural or disregard morality, “we cut ourselves 

off from the common ground of humanity.” In other words, morality exists whether we want it to 

or not. There is an undeniable prescribed morality for the universe that cannot be explained away. 

Then we remain a barbaric society, worshiping sexuality, or the dead, or the life force, or the future. 

But the cost is heavy. 

14. Lewis explains his theodicy (defense of faith in light of suffering) when he writes, “Christianity 

is not the conclusion of a philosophical debate on the origins of the universe. … It is not a system 

into which we have to fit the awkward fact of pain: it is itself one of the awkward facts which have 

to be fitted into any system we make. In a sense it creates rather than solves the problem of pain.” 
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Because of these beliefs, we now expect the world to be just, fair, and much less painful. 
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CHAPTER 2   

DIVINE OMNIPOTENCE 
 
 

1. Lewis said that the only possibility in answering the problem of pain depends on showing that 

the terms “good,” “almighty,” and “happy” are open to more than one interpretation. For that we’ll 

need a different understandings of these words.  

The world defines happy as feeling great pleasure or joy, or contentment to the point of obsession. 

The world defines good as someone or something that is efficient, useful, healthy, strong, happy, 

or skilled. The word defines almighty as having complete, unlimited power. 

The world’s definitions all have to do with perspective and how it impacts the self. This completely 

ignores the possibility that something that brings short-term pleasure can produce 

pain, suffering, or loss in the long term. It also fails to see how good in the long term might result 

from struggles or suffering in the short term. 

2. God is all-powerful and able to do whatever He wills. Nowhere is God’s omnipotence seen more 

clearly than in creation. God said, “Let there be…” and it was so. Man needs tools and materials 

to create; God simply spoke, and by the power of His word, everything was created from nothing. 

If God is the Creator of all things, it follows that He must have power over all things at all times. 

God is free to do anything He wants, and He has the power to do it. 

3. It is clear in Scripture that God cannot be untrue to Himself, tell a lie, change His mind, or 

commit evil. He will also never tempt us. God will not do anything contrary to His nature and will 

always act in a way that is true to His nature. Also, God’s nature is love, and God cannot contradict 

His own nature, which means God cannot do anything outside of that love.  

4. Answers may vary. 

5. Someone who is constantly contradicting themselves is untrustworthy, and you generally try to 

avoid any kind of conversation with such a frustrating person. They are also confusing, blameful, 

jealous, and unpredictable. 

If God contradicted Himself, we would lose any ability and reason to trust God. God makes 

promises and expects us to trust not only that He is able to communicate these promises to us 

coherently but also that they are stable and reliable. But if God contradicted just one thing, then 

He would be unreliable in every promise that He makes through His Word.  

6. Satan was suggesting that God was withholding something from Adam and Eve. But more often 

than not, his attacks are far more subtle. For example, he would have us believe the Scriptures 



9 

 

contradict themselves; therefore they cannot be trusted. This is nothing more than an attempt to 

cast a shadow of doubt upon the veracity of God’s Word. 

7. The freedom to make choices is essential to developing righteous character. God desires that we 

choose to pursue Him. Without freedom to choose, we would be little more than robots, with our 

behavior either preprogrammed and unchangeable or dictated in all its details by an outside force 

such as God Himself. 

If God were to intervene at every point of our wrongdoing, our free will would be compromised, 

and, in fact, we would not be free at all. We would live in a robotic world without consequences. 

God must relinquish some control for free will to be preserved. If not, then everything that happens 

would be dictated by God’s control and not a freedom of choice. 

8. We might think that God angrily punishes us every time we step out of line, when in reality, He 

generally allows us to suffer the consequences of our own selfish behavior. The spiritual laws that 

He set forth in motion at creation are self-enforcing, bringing their own punishment in the form of 

painful consequences when we break them. We cannot blame God for our evil actions when we 

freely choose them.  

God had a much higher purpose for our free will. He wants us to choose to obey Him from the 

heart. He wants us to enthusiastically love and cherish His values and standards, which are based 

on two overriding principles: loving Him with all our hearts and loving others as much as we love 

ourselves. 

9. Independent and free beings must have a common medium that consists of space and time with 

rules and a fixed nature of its own. It has to be neutral in the sense that it is not under a person’s 

control. Otherwise, each of us could manipulate it at will. If you’re changing matter according to 

your every whim, then you couldn’t act in it and couldn’t exercise free will. 

10. In much the same way that God allows people to have free will, He allows the earth to reflect 

the consequences sin has had on creation. The fall of humanity into sin had effects on everything, 

including the world we inhabit. Everything in creation is subject to “frustration” and “decay.” Sin 

is the ultimate cause of natural disasters, just as it is the cause of death, disease, and suffering. 

Since nature does not reside under human control, it will at times be favorable to humans and at 

times not. We see this in the form of natural disasters. Waves can be fun for surfers to ride at the 

beach, but a tsunami can destroy an entire town. 

Romans 8:21 (NIV) tells us that creation is eagerly awaiting to be “liberated from its bondage to 

decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”  

11. God occasionally performs miracles, but the idea of a common, stable world would be lost if 

He did it all the time.  

12. The very existence of matter and free will introduces the possibility of pain, and if suffering is 
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excluded, life itself is excluded. Pain is a consequence inherent in this world of free will. Without 

this freedom, the full extent of goodness, joy, or love cannot be authentically known. 

 

  



11 

 

CHAPTER 3   

DIVINE GOODNESS 
 
 

1. The first dilemma that we are faced with is “If God is wiser than we, His judgement 

must differ from ours on many things and not least on good and evil.” In other words, 

God’s moral judgement differs from ours. What seems good to us might be evil, and what 

seems evil might be good. When something bad (or evil) happens to us, we may think God 

has destined us for suffering, but God is wiser than us—He knows what’s truly good and 

evil. 

Romans 8:28 says that God works all things (both what we perceive to be good and bad) 

together for good—both His good and our good. The promise that God works all things 

together for good does not mean that all things, taken by themselves, are good. Some things 

and events are decidedly bad. But God is able to work them together for good. He sees the 

big picture; He has a master plan. 

2. The second dilemma is “If God’s Moral judgement differs from ours so that our ‘black’ 

may be His ‘white’, we can mean nothing by calling Him good.” In other words, we have 

a very limited understanding of the word “good” as it relates to God. In order to truly 

understand “good” as it relates to God, we must understand and study His nature. 

In this passage, Jesus is not denying his own “goodness” but rather pushing the man to 

think past his quest for eternal life and realize his lack of goodness. All goodness flows 

from God. The young ruler “went away sad” because he realized that although he had 

devoted himself to keeping the commandments (what he considered good), he had failed 

to keep the first and greatest of the commandments—love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. The man’s riches were of more 

worth to him than God, and thus he was not “good” in the eyes of God. 

3. When Lewis started his university studies, he was very nearly without a moral 

conscience. As he began to surround himself with young men of a higher moral character, 

he gradually learned to accept their standards, which led to a sense of shame and guilt when 



12 

 

he did not live up to that standard.  

4. God’s goodness differs from ours as “a perfect circle from a child’s first attempt to draw 

a wheel. But when the child has learned to draw, it will know that the circle it then makes 

is what it was trying to make from the very beginning.” As we begin to study, understand, 

and accept God’s view of goodness, our own idea of goodness will be improved and 

perfected as we become more like Him.  

5. Answers may vary. 

6. Love is more stern and splendid than kindness. Kindness does not cares whether its 

object becomes good or bad provided only that it escapes suffering. So, if God is love, He 

is, by definition, something more than mere kindness. He rebukes us and condemns us but 

never regards us with contempt. 

7. If we are a divine work of art, we are something that God will not be satisfied with until 

we have a certain character. The limitation to this analogy is that the work of art is not 

sentient (able to feel or perceive things). Art or stones cannot question justice or mercy 

when the situation arises. 

8. This is a better analogy than the previous one because, unlike art, animals can feel and 

perceive things and the animal is also inferior to the man. The limitation with this analogy 

is that man has not made the beast and therefore cannot fully understand it. 

9. Character building involves pain, which is what most of us would prefer to avoid.  

However, to wish away the pain and suffering of life and what God has planned is to wish 

for less love from God. 

10. Like a good father, God uses His authority to make us into the beings He wants us to 

be. However, if you did not have a father, or even a good father, you might struggle with 

the concept of a loving father. The impact of fatherlessness can be seen in our homes, 

schools, hospitals, and prisons. In short, fatherlessness is associated with almost every 

societal ill facing our country’s children. 

11. Like a husband, God wants what’s best for His bride. When we truly love someone, we 

care whether they are “clean or dirty, fair or foul. Such love may forgive all infirmities and 

love in spite of them, but cannot cease to will their removal.”  

12. love; the center of everything  
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13. The process of being refined by God can be a painful process; therefore we tend to 

avoid it because we would rather be happy. But God’s love for us is not content with our 

present sinful state. He is more concerned with us becoming good than being happy. His 

refining process ultimately makes us more lovable, not happy. Ironically, though, when we 

are more loved by God, we will be happy.  

14. God’s love for humans cannot be selfish or possessive because God has no needs. He 

is in need of neither our affection nor our attention. He creates and loves us out of His 

goodness, not neediness. His love is for our good to make us better, not for His good. 

15. God is holy, eternal, almighty, and totally self-sufficient. He doesn’t need anything. He 

doesn’t need our worship, our work, or our money. He does not require love nor need to 

love others. But we do need Him. In fact, all of creation is dependent on the life that God 

alone sustains. If He needed anything to stay alive or to feel complete, then He would not 

be God. 

The human race was created with the need to be loved and to be shown how to love. When 

Scripture speaks as if God wants or needs something, it only mean that He has willed 

Himself able to experience that emotion solely for our benefit. There is nothing that we can 

offer Him that He needs, yet there is much that we need from Him that we are not deserving 

of—including our salvation. If God sometimes speaks as though He could be wanting 

something, it means He has made Himself able to hunger and created in Himself that which 

we can satisfy. He chooses to need for our sakes because it is good for us to know love and 

best for us to know the love of God. 

16. To be God, to be like God and share His goodness in creaturely response, and to be 

miserable. 
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CHAPTER 4   

HUMAN WICKEDNESS 
 
 

1. The first principal cause is that the virtue of kindness has been elevated to the point of 

overlooking other virtues; as long as a person is “kind,” they do not feel like a sinner. “I’ve 

never hurt anybody,” and “My heart is in the right place.” 

The second principal is that we have subscribed to the idea that sin is natural and not 

shameful. In other words, the effect of psychoanalysis, or the fear of repressed emotions, 

on society has left us without a standard to blush over when it is broken. Many people 

believe shame is dangerous and that things we used to be ashamed of are just natural and 

should be out in the open.  

2. The foremost consequence of our sin in relation to God is that sin always brings 

separation from God. The ultimate—and severest—consequence of sin is death, not only 

physical death but eternal separation from God in hell. God hates sin. His love demands 

restoration, which in turn demands holiness.  

We may sometimes be able to hide our sin from the people around us, but nothing is ever 

hidden from God’s sight. He sees each of our failures, thoughts, and motivations. Little 

white lies; cheating on a tax return; stealing something, even something small, when no 

one is looking; or secretly viewing pornography—they seem like small, relatively 

unimportant offenses or sins and certainly not worthy of death. The problem is, sin is sin, 

big or small. Although God loves us, His holiness is such that He cannot live with any sin.  

3. Answers may vary but may include sexual sins like homosexuality, adultery, and 

pornography. Answers might also include white lies, being lazy at work, or consuming too 

much alcohol. The outcome of a society that believes they are naturally good and their sin 

is not so bad is that we feel independent and satisfied with who we are, thus not seeing the 

need for a Savior. 

4. The Bible describes those who choose to indulge in sin as being “darkened in their 

understanding,” “separated from God,” “hearts that are hardened to God,” “no sensitivity 

to what is bad,” and “have given in to all forms of sin.” One of the consequences of sin, 
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therefore, is more sin. There’s an insatiable “lust for more” that is attended by a dulling of 

the conscience and a blindness to spiritual truth. 

The consequence of suppressing the truth is that God gives the sinner over to “the sinful 

desires of their hearts,” “shameful lusts,” and “a depraved mind.” This means that God may 

allow the sinner to serve as his own god and to reap the destruction of his body and soul. 

It is a fearful thing to be “given over” to our own destructive ways.  

5. Lewis says that Christianity must now “preach the diagnosis” that people are sinners 

before it can “win a hearing for the cure.” We need to start rebuilding as soon as possible 

to try to recover the old sense of sin essential to Christianity.  

According to Lewis, when people attempt to be Christians without the preliminary 

consciousness of sin, the result is almost bound to be a certain resentment against God. The 

fact is, we cannot be a Christian without a consciousness of sin, which should cause us pain 

and shame. According to Scripture, when we attempt to be Christians without sin, we make 

God out to be a liar and the truth is not in in us. 

6. The first illusion is that we make outrageous comparisons between our behavior and that 

of others. We think we’re better than others when, in fact, we know we’re not, and those 

that know us know that we are not either. It is tempting to compare ourselves to others 

because it can make us feel better about ourselves or elevate us to a place where we do not 

belong. Many of us are competitive by nature, and we love to have something that makes 

us a little—or a lot—better than the average person. 

The apostle Paul said we are not wise to compare ourselves to others. Comparing ourselves 

to others may give us something to brag about in our own minds, but it only shows how 

foolish you are.  

7. The second modern-day illusion of innocence is that we justify our own personal sin 

because we are part of a grossly unfair and morally wrong society and share in “corporate 

guilt.” The danger in corporate guilt is that it provides an excuse for evading our personal 

guilt since corporate guilt is not felt the same way as personal guilt.  

8. The third modern-day illusion of innocence is that we imagine wrongly that time cancels 

the seriousness of our sins. For example, we might say of a sin that it “happened so long 

ago” that it’s not relevant now in my relationship with God.  

Time does not cancel sin. Only repentance and the blood of Christ cover all sin. We cannot 
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simply sweep sin under the carpet and believe it’s taken care of. Why? Because the marking 

of time is irrelevant to God because He transcends time and is not limited by the physical 

laws and dimensions that govern our world. God sees your life all at once in His line of 

multi-dimensional eternity. The sin that you committed years ago is still present to Him. 

God sees us sinning for eternity, even if we don’t. 

9. The fourth modern-day illusion of innocence is the belief that there is “safety in 

numbers.” In other words, we are brainwashed into believing that our sinful actions must 

be okay because “everyone is doing it.” There is no “safety in numbers” when it comes to 

sin. No matter how you may try to rationalize it, wrong is wrong whether it is cheating on 

a test, cheating on taxes, breaking the speeding limit, shoplifting, etc. The fact that 

everyone is doing it and you didn’t get caught has nothing to do with it.  

Isaiah pronounces judgement on any attempt to shift the standards of righteousness to meet 

our personal or social agendas. Modern society has devolved to the point where the right 

to do whatever you want takes precedence over doing what is actually right. Each year we 

see standards shifting; divorce, fornication, and adultery were once frowned upon by 

society but are now glorified in our literature and films. Killing unborn babies has morphed 

into the “right to choose,” and sodomy has mutated into gay rights.  

Society might have changed, but God has not. His standards have not been lowered. God 

still calls immorality a sin, and the Bible says God is going to judge it. We must guard 

against the feeling that there is safety in numbers.  

10. The fifth modern-day illusion of innocence is when we compare our culture to others 

from the past and consider ourselves much more civilized and less cruel than those that 

came before us. But the converse is also true in what they might think that our softness, 

worldliness, and timidity and then, hence, how they must both seem to God. 

11. The sixth modern-day illusion of innocence is when we reduce God’s moral standard 

to a single virtue and then elevate that virtue over all others (i.e., honor, respect, courage, 

forgiveness, prudence, grace, loyalty, pity, or kindness). If we believe we are kind, we 

might use it as an excuse to avoid other virtues like courage, loyalty, etc. All virtues work 

together and in tandem with God’s moral law. We cannot focus on just one virtue, like 

kindness, to the exclusion of others.  

An example of a virtue being used outside of God’s moral law is when we allow a good 

emotion like pity, when not controlled by charity and justice, to eventually lead to anger 
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and cruelty. 

12. The seventh modern-day illusion of innocence is when we fail to obey God’s rules 

(moral perfection) and then complain that God’s rules are too moralistic. In other words, 

one might say, “The reason I screwed up is because God’s bar for moral behavior is just 

too high.” Lewis said, “The road to the Promised Land runs past Sinai.” God’s chosen 

people were promised a land flowing with milk and honey, but they first had to pass Mount 

Sinai, where they would receive God’s ultimate virtues that would provide them with the 

moral standards on how to live in this new promised land. 

13. The eighth modern-day illusion of innocence is when we shift the blame of our sin and 

temptation onto God. We excuse our moral failures on evolutionary/biological grounds 

when, in fact, we’re just unwilling. For example, someone might say, “I was born this 

way,” or “God should not tempt me with ______.” James said that we cannot blame God 

for any temptation that comes our way. 

14. Lewis makes it clear that he does not believe in the Doctrine of Total Depravity or that 

he “recommends universal gloom.” He said that if your sin makes you sad, repent, rejoice 

as much as you can, be humble, and remind yourself that you are not only a horror to God 

but you should become a horror to yourself. 

Much has been written on Lewis’s understanding on the doctrine mainly because it is a 

doctrine that is often misunderstood. We may certainly consider Adolf Hitler, Saddam 

Hussein, and Jeffrey Dahmer more depraved than the average person. But total depravity 

does not mean that we are as wicked as we could be but rather that no part of us (mind, 

body, will, or emotions) has escaped the consequences of the Fall. Sin corrupts 

the total person. 

15. Paul was not implying that he was necessarily the worst sinner that every lived. He was 

indeed a sinner, and he very well knew it. I’m sure it caused him much pain to reflect on 

those that he persecuted before coming to faith in Christ. But naturally, we are very quick 

to keep a list of the sins of others to remind ourselves that we are not that bad. This self-

righteous behavior provides a quick cover for the skeletons in our own closet. But since we 

do not truly know anyone else’s heart but our own, the worst sinner each of us knows 

should be ourselves. We should follow Paul’s example to fight the urge to be self-righteous 

and instead bathe in the grace of God. 
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CHAPTER 5   

THE FALL OF MAN 
 
 

1. According to Lewis, the Christian answer to the doctrine of the Fall is that because 

people abused their free will, they are now a horror to God and to themselves.  

The two theories on the origin of evil that the doctrine of the Fall guards against are 

monism, which says that God created both good and evil, and dualism, which believes that 

good and evil—or God and the devil—are independent and more or less equal forces in the 

world. But Lewis states that evil exists in our world not because there’s another evil godly 

force or that God created it but rather because evil was introduced into the world by man 

as a result of disobeying God. 

2. The Bible begins with the assumption that God exists and has created all things and yet 

also supernaturally intervenes at times through miracles to accomplish His will. 

3. The first function that the doctrine of the Fall does not address is the answer to the 

question “Was it better for God to create than not to create?” Lewis claims that yes, it was 

better for God to create, but it is still probably a meaningless question.  

The second function that the doctrine of the Fall does not address is that it cannot be used 

to show that we are being punished for the sins of our remote ancestors, like Adam. Lewis 

said, “The Fathers may sometimes say that we are punished for Adam’s sin: but they much 

more often say that we sinned ‘in Adam’.” In other words, we were part of Adam in the 

“physical sense,” as in he was the first person to sin and our bodies have suffered since. 

Serving as our representative, Adam sinned, and his sin was applied to every person who 

has ever lived or will ever live. Spiritual and physical death came to all people because 

when Adam sinned, his sin was applied to our spiritual accounts. Whether we like it or not, 

the Bible is clear that Adam was our representative head, and when he fell, we fell.  

4. God couldn’t keep on undoing sin and at the same time respecting human freedom. For 

God to continue removing the second, third, and fourth sin would have been a pointless 

endeavor because human beings would have eventually reached their sinful state. Similar 
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to our previous discussion regarding whether God should be doing miracles all the time, if 

He were to interfere in every mistake, then nothing important would ever depend on human 

choice, and eventually there would actually be no human choice. 

5. First, it appears that Lewis has no objection to the idea that people physically descended 

from animals, but he doesn’t agree that the further back you go in time, the more wicked 

and wretched you will find man to be.  

Second, he claims that our prehistoric ancestors weren’t as unsophisticated as we make 

them out to be. They made all the useful discoveries, including language, the family, 

clothing, fire, domestication of animals, the wheel, the ship, poetry, and agriculture. 

Therefore, Lewis claims that science has nothing to say for or against the doctrine of the 

Fall. 

6. Lewis said that the laws are irrelevant as the doctrine of the Fall doesn’t name a sin 

against someone else but names a sin against God in the form of disobedience, for which 

God had given a direct command to Adam.  

This passage makes it clear that sin was in the world before the law was given. Adam’s sin 

was a transgression of an explicit command of God. God stated a one-point law: “You shall 

not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…In the day you eat of it you shall 

surely die” (Gen. 2:17). Adam broke a direct command when he sinned. After Adam, God 

gave no more explicit commands until the time of Moses.  

7. Sin is a daily struggle, but the first step to winning the battle is to recognize our own 

inability to fix the problem. This inability is not just common to you but to everyone who 

has ever lived (with the exception of Jesus Christ), including the apostle Paul; he, too, 

struggled with the vicious cycle of his sinful nature.  

8. Lewis summarizes that over centuries, God perfected the animal form that was to be 

human. In the fullness of time, God gave it consciousness of itself, of God, and of truth, 

beauty, and goodness. He wholly commanded himself and the lower lives with which he 

came in contact. God came first in his love and thoughts, and power and joy descended 

from God to man in the form of gifts and returned to God in the form of obedient love and 

ecstatic adoration. He was the prototype of Christ. We are not sure how many of these 

creatures God created, but sooner or later these creatures fell. Something whispered to them 

that they could be as gods and could call their souls their own.  

9. Some steps we can undertake in surrendering ourselves to God include patiently waiting 
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on Him and not rushing to our own decisions, not being preoccupied with evil people that 

are succeeding, learning to deny ourselves rather than feed our passions, trusting in the 

Lord in all areas of our lives and submitting our plans to Him, and offering everything we 

have to God as a sacrifice. 

10. The human spirit, having cut itself off from the source of its power, was now damaged. 

The control the human spirit once had over its body now ceased and was now characterized 

as spiritually “dead” and in rebellion to God. When Adam sinned, he did not die physically 

that day, but he died spiritually. Ever since, the human spirit has borne the effects of the 

Fall.  

11. Man in his sinful state comes to know the things of man by the human spirit, which is 

controlled by the world. This does not mean that he cannot learn, investigate, think, and 

weigh evidence, but his human spirit is always going to be limited to the things of man. 

However, a person’s mind does not know about these things unless God’s Spirit shows 

them to that person. That should not surprise us; one person does not know another 

person’s secrets. 

In the same way, God has desires, plans, and intentions for the spiritual man. The Holy 

Spirit shows them what God is doing.  

The human spirit requires “the spark of regeneration” before there is an understanding of 

the things of God. Only one thing stands as a guard at the door of man’s spirit, and that is 

his own will. When the will is surrendered, the Holy Spirit takes up His abode in the spirit 

of man. 

12. Gluttony: We are likely to be overweight and suffer various illnesses that come from 

poor eating habits.  

Alcohol abuse: We will suffer in terms of health problems, possibly losing a job or having 

financial difficulties because we spend too much money on alcohol.  

Drugs: We could end up in prison for breaking the law.  

Sexually promiscuity: We may contract diseases, end up with a child, or suffer emotional 

damage and loneliness.  

Gossip and badmouthing others: We will damage other’s view of us and damage our 

relationships. 
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Every sin has natural consequences. Sometimes we are fortunate to avoid the worst of the 

natural consequences but not always. And all sin results in the natural consequence of 

separating us from God because our guilt and shame cause us to avoid God.  

13. The steps that make up the “dance” include good descending from God that is disturbed 

by evil arising from the creatures, and the result is a conflict that is resolved by the natural 

consequences that evil produces. 

14. To be in Adam is to share in all that he did and was, that is, to possess by inheritance 

“spiritual death” and a sinful nature, to have by birth the inherent 

tendencies and character of the person Adam. To sum up what it means to be in Adam, it 

is to be spiritually dead, separated from God, self-centered, rebellious, condemned, and 

destined for hell—“In Adam all die….” 

To be in Christ means that we will also share in all that He did and was when we humbly 

repent of our sin and, by faith, trust in the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on our 

behalf; the Bible then declares us to be “born again,” or in Christ. 

What is also interesting in this passage is that Paul believed in the historicity of Adam and 

the story of the Fall in the first three chapters of Genesis. Adam was not a mythical figure 

invented by the author of Genesis to explain how sin entered the human race. 
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CHAPTER 6   

HUMAN PAIN 
 
 

1. Lewis credits 80% of pain and suffering to the result of human wickedness and backs up 

his estimate by stating that it was men, not God, who produced racks, whips, prisons, 

slavery, guns, bayonets, and bombs; it is by human avarice and stupidity that we have 

poverty and overwork.  

2. The word “pain” has two senses: “The first being a sensation, usually neurological like 

a faint ache in my limbs after a brisk workout, and any experience, physical or mental, 

which a patient dislikes. The second is any unpleasant experience, whether physical or 

mental that produces suffering, anguish, tribulation, adversity, trouble.  This chapter and 

the rest of the book deal with the second type of pain because it is about this type for which 

the problem with pain arises.”  

3. Lewis said that the proper good of a creature is to surrender itself to its Creator, and 

when it does so, it is good and happy. Our problem is how to recover this self-surrender, 

which we have lost. 

Self-improvement is not enough to make us “properly good.” We are not merely imperfect 

creatures who must be improved; we are rebels who must lay down our arms and surrender 

to God. 

4. Surrender is a term used in battle when we give up our rights to our conqueror. That 

conqueror then has the right to take full control of our lives from then on. God demands 

total surrender in that we set aside our plans and desires and seek His. Fighting God is a 

battle we cannot win. We will either surrender in this life or in the afterlife. 

Surrendering to God is painful because it’s a breaking of our self-will and allowing Him to 

have total control. This can be unnerving because we don’t know what He might do or ask 

of us—especially if it’s not something that aligns with our plans. Surrendering our will to 

His is a form of spiritual death. 

Lewis used the analogy of the disciplining of a child by a parent as the first step to break 
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the child’s will. As a result, we will “stamp and howl less when we are adults, but we still 

must die daily.” 

5. There are various life events that can shatter your illusion that all is well, including a 

sudden death of a friend or family member, a serious illness, job loss, etc. Until we find 

the presence of pain unbearable in our lives, the human spirit will not even begin to try to 

surrender self-will as long as all seems to be well with it. 

6. Paul tells us to rejoice in our sufferings because through suffering, we will learn to 

persevere, our character will be strengthened, and we will gain hope. 

7. Lewis said that we might think bad men should suffer because it appeals to our sense of 

justice. We all have some sense of justice. We all want evil to be punished and to be 

recognized for what it is, especially in others. 

8. Pain shatters the illusion that we are self-sufficient, stripping us of a false sense of 

happiness and then directing our attention to God and our need for Him. 

9. This verse is a major blow to my self-sufficient, hard-working, I-can-do-it attitude. Jesus 

said, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” The branches are not self-sufficient; they are 

totally dependent on the vine. The vine is the source of their life.  

10. If everyone waited to come to God until they had the purest and best motives, no one 

would be saved. But Lewis calls it a sign of “divine humility”: It is “a poor thing to come 

to [God] as a last resort, to offer up ‘our own’ when it is no longer worth keeping. He will 

accept whatever surrender and sacrifice we have to offer.” 

11. Prostitutes, criminals, and addicts are in no danger of finding their present life so 

satisfactory that they cannot turn to God; the proud, the avaricious, and the self-righteous 

are in that danger.   

12. The full acting out of the self’s surrender to God demands pain. Trials and sacrifices 

teach true self-sufficiency: to rely on God and to act out of heavenly strength out of a purely 

supernatural motive.   

13. God knew Abraham would obey, but Abraham didn’t. The very event was for Abraham 

to prove his obedience in trusting God to himself, not to God. 

Abraham was surely pierced at his soul and was likely suffering a great deal considering 

Isaac was the promised son. But if surrendering to God was easy, it would likely be impure. 
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Often one of the key indicators to know that we are acting for God’s sake is when our 

inclination to the action is painful.  

14. The fact that Jesus suffered in this way proves that He is able to “sympathize with our 

weaknesses.” If we are to imitate Christ, we will also share in His sufferings. The trail is 

marked with suffering, with tears, and with rejection, and it ultimately leads to the cross. 

He is not just leading us to heaven. He is leading us to glory. Jesus came from heaven so 

we might follow Him in suffering and, like Him, be made complete through suffering. 

15. Lewis experiences pain the same as you or I. He is living contently absorbed in his own 

needs and desires when suddenly disaster strikes and sends his perfectly happy life 

crumbling down. He is at first overwhelmed for a couple of days, but slowly, over time, he 

brings himself in to the frame of mind that he should be in at all times—one of dependence 

on God and drawing off His strength and grace. But once the disaster is over, he once again 

falls back to being self-absorbed in his own world. 

Tribulations will never cease because we live in a fallen world that continues to draw us 

back to it like a moth to a lamp. Through pain, God will continue to pursue us until we are 

remade in His image, unless our remaking is hopeless. 

16. Peter does not hesitate in telling Christians they should expect to suffer in this life. God 

does not test our faith to make it fail but to burn off the dross and leave the pure gold. God 

desires to create in us a genuine faith that will grow stronger, not weaker, through the trials 

and sufferings of life.  

 

 

 

  

http://www.jesus.org/death-and-resurrection/the-crucifixion/
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CHAPTER 7   

HUMAN PAIN, CONTINUED 
 
 
 

1. Even though suffering in itself is not good, the painful experience should motivate us to 

repentance and submission to God and, for observers, the compassion and the acts of mercy 

it inspires, but it’s not to be pursued.  

2. The four steps that occur in a fallen universe are as follows: 1) The simple good that 

comes from God is aimed at helping another out, (2) the simple evil is produced by us and 

is used to oppress our neighbor, (3) that evil is exploited by God for His redemptive 

purpose, which produces (4) the complex good to which accepted suffering and repented 

sin contribute.  

 3. As a son, we may freely choose to do good knowing that by God’s grace, He is working 

within us to do His will. On the other hand, God, in His power and wisdom, is also able to 

take into account the willful sins of men even while He is working “all things for the good 

of those who love him” (Rom. 8:28).  

There are many examples throughout Scripture and history of God carrying out His 

purposes through the worst evil that man can throw at the world. In Scripture, we can look 

no further than the Pharaoh of Egypt during the exodus or Judas’s betrayal of Jesus. In 

recent history, the moral case for the establishment of the State of Israel was always widely 

accepted, but after the horrific atrocities committed in Nazi Germany during the Holocaust, 

it became unassailable. On September 11, 2001, the United States experienced the worst 

terror attack in history that was intended for evil but ultimately moved the citizens together 

in a united effort to stop terrorism. 

4. Joseph trusted in God to deliver him no matter how long it took and regardless of what 

trials came his way. However, his brothers would have never anticipated that their evil 

actions against Joseph would ultimately serve as their deliverance. In other words, God can 

made complex good out of their simple evil. Their evil deed might have saved them in the 
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end, but it does not excuse their action or the consequences for that action. 

5. Self-torture is different from pain sent by God. For example, fasting is different from 

missing your meal by accident or experience pain through poverty. Fasting asserts the will 

against the appetite; the reward is self-mastery, and the danger is pride. Involuntary hunger 

subjects appetite and will to the divine will and offers an occasion for submission or 

rebellion. Asceticism is useful only insofar as it is a preparation for offering the whole self 

to God.  

6. One might work tirelessly for social reforms they believe will change society and end 

suffering. However, suffering will not end as long as there’s still sin in the world. It’s not 

that we should not seek drastic changes in efforts to help improve the sufferer’s plight, but 

we cannot believe social and economic reforms to be a cure-all to everything that ails man. 

7. The Bible teaches that God is a God of justice and that He knew that due to the Fall, 

there would be widows, the fatherless, and the sojourners. These people had no means to 

support themselves, and therefore God’s people had the moral obligation to care for them. 

Jesus modeled this behavior by bringing the gospel to the outcasts of society. 

The man-centered approach sees the government ushering in a utopia through government 

policies that generally involve social and economic reforms on the backs of the working 

class of society.   

8. Answers may vary. Man has a unique relationship to his creator through obedience. 

Government is man’s creation and will ultimately serve him and not God. 

9. God withholds settled security and happiness to prevent us from making this world our 

home. The security that we crave would teach us to rest our hearts in this world and place 

obstacles in our path to God. There are some great and wonderful joys that we experience 

in this world, but none can satisfy our souls. 

When we remember that the joys we experience in this life are simply the pleasures of 

today, we are freed to enjoy them truly as gifts from God and not make them more than 

they should be (an idol).   

10. This world is not our home as there’s nothing here that can truly satisfy our soul. We 

should abstain from worldly lusts because those same lusts will wage war with our souls. 

These verses remind us that we are living in a spiritual war zone in which there is no 

neutrality and that God has a greater plan to satisfy all of our needs. 
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11. Christ’s death was for everyone, the whole world, which means that everyone’s griefs, 

everyone’s sorrows, and everyone’s pain were there. Everything that we experience 

individually fell on Him corporately. Christ has suffered from sin worse than any of us 

could ever suffer ourselves. 

12. Pain is different from sin in that sin tends to proliferate, while pain does not. One sin 

can often lead to many more, and once the sinner realizes this, he must repent of each one. 

Pain does not do this. Once the pain is cured, it is sterile. Each pain doesn’t need an undoing 

like each sin does. Error and sin can breed more trouble, but pain usually solicits pity from 

spectators. Another way of saying it is this: “A sin done in public infects everyone who 

witnesses it: either they condone it, sharing my guilt, or they risk being proud or out-of-

place in condemning it. Pain doesn’t do this. Pain brings about a good effect in people who 

witness it—pity. Thus that evil which God chiefly uses to produce the ‘complex good’' is 

most markedly disinfected, or deprived of that proliferous tendency which is the worst 

characteristic of evil in general.” 
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CHAPTER 8   

HELL 
 
 

1. Answers may vary.  

2. The four reasons Lewis states the doctrine of hell is affirmed are 1) It’s taught in 

Scripture, 2) it’s supported by Christ, 3) it has always been believed by Christians, and 4) 

it’s supported by reason. 

In regard to reason, if all would to be saved, then we would not have free will. 

3. Unrepentant people love their sin (the darkness) more than they love God (the light), and 

their preference results in their eternal separation from God. They do not desire the things 

of God and are hostile toward Him. 

4. We naturally believe there is an ethical demand for justice when treacherous and cruel 

people oppress others and never come to Christ. Ultimately, we believe sinners deserve 

punishment, and it’s unjust when “scoundrels and knaves” go unpunished. His primary 

argument is that without repentance and a change of heart, the evildoer cannot be forgiven 

and must be made to respond for his own guilt. 

5. Forgiving is not condoning. To condone an evil is simply to ignore it, to treat it as if it 

were good. But forgiveness needs to be accepted as well as offered if it is to be complete. 

God cannot forgive a man who admits no guilt and remains what he is. Forgiveness pre-

supposes a wrongdoing and a desire to alter the behavior. Condoning, on the other hand, 

sees no wrongdoing and seeks to justify behavior. God forgives sin; the devil condones 

sin.  

Most of the world doesn’t see the difference between condoning sin and forgiving sin. God, 

the author of truth, says lying, stealing, murdering, committing adultery, idolatry, 

gossiping, homosexuality, etc., are sins. However, our culture, the church, and government 

believe they can rewrite the laws and commandments of God to accommodate their sins 

and desires. When this happens, we fall back into darkness and begin to live a lie, and there 

is no truth in us. 
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6. Romans 8:29 and John 15:16 – (Who determines who is saved?) Man’s salvation is 

determined and effected by God. 

Romans 5:16 – (Who takes the first step in salvation?) The first step in salvation is not 

taken by us but by God. 

John 3:16, John 12:32, Romans 10:13, and Titus 2:11 – (Who is salvation made available 

to?) Salvation is available to everyone. 

Romans 10:9–10 – (What must man do to be saved?)  Man must be willing choose to repent 

from sin and believe in Jesus Christ to be saved. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – (What is the result of our salvation?)  Our hearts are changed by God 

making us new creatures with new desires. 

God takes the first step in salvation by choosing us, but He does not violate our wills by 

choosing and redeeming us. He also gives humans the opportunity to make choices that 

genuinely affect their destiny. Throughout the New Testament, sinners are called to repent 

and believe. Every call to repent is a call to choose. Once we have chosen Him, He changes 

our hearts so that our wills choose Him.  

7. Lewis tackles this objection by thinking of time (our lives) as a line and eternity as a 

plane or a solid. If our timelines/lives on Earth are the baseline and it’s not corrected, then 

our plane or solid in eternity will be off. It is similar to that of a carpenter using a chalk 

line to align the first row of boards for a floor. If the first row is off, the rest will be as well. 

The short time span of our lives is really irrelevant. What we do and the decisions we make 

during that time is relevant and does indeed impact our eternity. 

8. Lewis dismisses this objection by suggesting that it’s useless to give anyone a second 

chance. God would give a million chances if it were likely to do any good. Finality must 

come sometime. Omniscience knows when.   

9. He affirms that the symbols of hell are scary for a reason. They are meant to point to 

realities that are far worse.  

10. Lewis suggests that when we go to heaven, we become more human than we ever were 

on Earth. When we go to hell, we lose our soul and our humanity and serve ourselves. “If 

souls can be destroyed, must there not be a state of having been a soul? And isn’t that, 

perhaps, the state described as torment, destruction and privation? The saved go to a place 
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prepared for them, while the damned go to a place never meant for men at all.” Hell 

represents the “remains” of a whole person, while heaven completes us with our obedience 

to God.   

11.Although we may not have a complete understanding, we do know that hell will have 

no power over heaven. In heaven, we will have a new perspective void of any sadness, 

grief, or darkness. Perhaps we will have no knowledge or remembrance of those loved ones 

at all. 

12. To Lewis, this isn’t an objection but a reality. God is all-powerful yet provided His 

creation a free will that they used to reject Him. In fact, Lewis says this it’s a miracle that 

God could make creatures that are capable of “resisting” Him. He says that in the end, 

they’re not resisting him and becoming free but rather enjoying the horrible freedom they 

have demanded and become self-enslaved, while the blessed, who submit more and more 

in obedience to the will of God, become freer and freer. 

13. God does not lock sinners into hell against their will, but rather Lewis is suggesting 

that the inhabitants of hell are there by their own consent because they have locked God 

out of their lives. It’s not the angry wrath of God giving sinners what they deserve. Hell is 

a place of self-exile. 

14. Rather than looking at the possibility that someone else may be sent to hell, we ought 

to be conscious of the possibility of our own damnation. This chapter is not about your 

wife or son, not about Judas or Nero; it’s about you and me. 
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CHAPTER 9   

ANIMAL PAIN 
 
 
 

1. The redemptive aspects of human pain do not extend to animal pain, because the animal 

kingdom is incapable either of sin or virtue. Therefore, they can neither deserve pain nor be 

improved by it. 

We should not allow animal suffering to become the center of the problem of pain, not because 

it’s unimportant but because it’s outside our range of knowledge. God has given us data to 

understand our own suffering but no such data on beasts. We don’t know why they were made or 

what they are.  

2. The three questions that arise when trying to understand animal suffering and pain are: 1) What 

do animals suffer? 2) How did disease and pain enter the animal world? 3) How can animal 

suffering be reconciled with the justice of God?  

3. Lewis states that we cannot know for sure what animals experience. We can only speculate. 

Moreover, there are varying levels of sentience (the ability to perceive and experience pain) in the 

animal kingdom. The earthworm is in a much different category than the gorilla. The gorilla is 

much closer to us than the earthworm and has a much higher level of sentience with a more 

sophisticated nervous system. 

4. As humans, we experience pain differently than animals do. We have the ability to reflect on 

our pain and to experience the passing of successive events by recounting that A, then B, then C 

happened, which implies that there is something in us that stands sufficiently outside A to notice 

A passing away and sufficiently outside B to notice B now beginning and coming to fill the place 

that A has vacated and so on. This something is “Consciousness or Soul.” Consciousness is more 

than a mere awareness of experiences but rather implies that the creature has a sense of self that 

persists beneath and alongside the succession of events that it experiences. Animals, Lewis claims, 

have sentience but not consciousness. Therefore, there is no “self” within them to suffer. Animals 

cannot reflect upon “Why am I suffering?” or “When will this end?” 
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5. The Bible teaches that God created both humans and animals from the earth and provided both 

the breath of life, but only humans were created in His image. To be created in His image would 

also imply an immortal soul. Within that soul is a conscience—an innate knowledge of right and 

wrong—and the ability to make moral choices apart from the survival instinct. Animals do not 

have an immortal soul nor were they created in God’s image.  

As humans, we have a moral conscience that provides the ability to choose Christ or sin and the 

need for forgiveness of that sin to be reconciled with God. Although animals can choose obedience, 

it’s usually due to external motivators, such as treats and training, but they do not have a moral 

conscience and therefore cannot transgress it; as a result, they have no need to be reconciled to 

God. If they do have a “soul” that survives death, it is different from man’s. It does not 

need redemption. Christ died to save the souls of human beings, not animals. 

6. One of life’s greatest joys is having a pet. They bring so much happiness, companionship, and 

enjoyment that we can’t imagine life without them and often treat them better than family, referring 

to dogs as “man’s best friend.” Lewis said that we might have made pets into sufferers by giving 

them a “self” where there is none. 

7. Lewis rejects the idea that animal disease, suffering, and death could be traced back to the 

original sin of human beings because he said we have reason to believe that animals existed before 

men, so the Fall of man is not a good answer to how suffering entered the animal world.  

Lewis suggests that we look further back than the Fall of humanity to a prior angelic fall—

specifically that of Satan. Lewis speculates that Satan may have corrupted animal life and the rest 

of creation long before the appearance of human beings.  

8. Although Lewis proposes an entertaining and interesting theory, Paul’s letter to the church at 

Rome contradicts it by saying that all of creation (which includes animal life) was subjected to the 

corrupting effects of the Fall of man.   

9. Lewis speculates that Satan corrupted creation before man appeared by creating an intrinsic evil 

in the animal world, where they live by destroying the others. As a result, perhaps one of 

humanity’s first functions was to tame and redeem fallen animals and to restore peace to the animal 

world. Yet man was unable to do so since he also fell. 

10. The difficulty, for Lewis, in conceiving immortality for animals is connected with his earlier 

contention that animals, while sentient, do not have consciousness or a sense of self—a soul—

in  the way that human beings do, which is necessary to learn or grow as a result of suffering. 
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11. The word dominion means “rule or power over.” God has sovereign power over His creation 

and has delegated to mankind the authority to have dominion over the animals. Humanity was to 

“subdue” the earth, and we were to hold a position of command over it. All else was subjugated to 

Him. 

With the authority to rule comes the responsibility to rule well. We are to care for, tend to, and use 

animals to their fullest potential in a just manner. Human rule over animals does not mean we have 

the right to mistreat or misuse those animals. 

12. Christians might hesitate to believe in animal immortality because to do so attributes a soul to 

an animal, which Scripture never records happening. The second reason is that it seems an abuse 

of divine goodness to provide animals immortality simply because they have suffered. 

13. Lewis’s theory of derivative immortality speculates that the way in which we are “in” Christ 

as humans might correspond to how animals could be “in” us as sub-rulers and delegated 

authorities on Earth. Just as God entered history as a man to redeem mankind from our fallen state, 

mankind can serve a similar (albeit lesser) function for the wild animals.   

14. The Romans passage suggests that our final redemption will include the redemption of all of 

creation, which presumably will include animals. When we consider that animals were part of 

God’s original design for His creation, it is plausible that they are part of His eternal design as 

well. The prophet Isaiah saw a day when humans and animals would live once again in perfect 

harmony. Until that time, the meaning of animal suffering remains a mystery to us.  

15. Answers may vary. 
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CHAPTER 10   

HEAVEN 
 
 

1. Matthew 6:20 – A place where nothing can be destroyed 

a) Luke 23:43 – A place or state of bliss, felicity, or delight 

b) John 14:2 – A large place with room for everyone who chooses Christ 

c) 1 Corinthians 2:9 – Even with the descriptions of heaven that the Bible offers, our human 

minds still cannot imagine how wonderful it will be. 

d) Hebrews 11:16 – It will be a city prepared by God. 

e) Revelation 21:4 – No death of people or nature as well as any sadness 

2. Many people might be silent on the subject of heaven to avoid the criticism of those who say 

that Christians are simply escapists looking forward to heaven instead of being happy in the here 

and now.  

Lewis said that being labeled an escapist is actually irrelevant because our future happiness is 

either real or it’s not. If not, Christianity is false. If so, then the truths of Christianity must be faced. 

 

3. Lewis said, “Heaven offers nothing that a mercenary soul can desire.” To want heaven for what 

you can get out of it is really not to want heaven at all. It’s true that we’ll be rewarded in heaven 

and that’s something to look forward to, but the anticipation of that reward does not damage the 

purity of your love and desire for heaven.  

 

4. These scripture passages describe our longing as groaning to be in our heavenly bodies and 

yearning and crying out to be in the presence of God. 

Each of us have those secret longings that give us partial joy on Earth. The books you love are 

bound together by a secret thread. The landscape you love is special to you but not the one next to 

you. Hobbies have a secret attraction. These things indicate there’s a yearning in our hearts that 

only God can completely fulfill. As long as we are alive, we desire it. Lewis speculates that heaven 

will be the fulfillment of this desire for everyone.  

5. God created each soul unique because He had a use for all the differences. We were created for 
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a purpose and were molded by God with certain abilities, talents, and skills to fulfill the purpose 

that He has given us. Our place in heaven will seem to have been made for us alone because it was 

made for us alone.  

6. This passage is not an invitation to health, wealth, fulfillment, prosperity, or healing. Nor is it 

about giving your life for the poor, philanthropy, or taking up some noble cause. It’s all about 

yielding up your life for Christ and the gospel that you might truly begin to live. Such willingness 

comes because you understand the desperation of your condition and you understand the gift of 

salvation. 

7. This passage suggests that when we obey God, Christ promises something very special—a white 

stone with a new secret name. The importance of this stone is that Jesus writes our names on it. 

This indicates God’s acceptance of us and thus assurance of eternity and the blessings that come 

with eternity. A secret name is a name of intimacy. We receive full fellowship with the Lord when 

we overcome sin. 

8. If everyone experienced and worshipped God in the same way and returned Him an identical 

worship, the song of the Church triumphant would have no symphony. It would be like an orchestra 

where all the instruments played the same note. We will all uniquely worship God in the way that 

we were created, thereby benefiting all of heaven. 

9.God created us for so much more than what we often settle for. He created us with and for a 

purpose, and only when we discover that purpose can we truly live. Ultimately, we were created 

to be redeemed, to experience His love and grace, and to bring glory to His name. 

 

10. Literally speaking, if we are crucified with Christ, we are on our cross facing only one direction 

with no turning back and no other plans. Figuratively speaking, we cannot want heaven and want 

the world too. To surrender ourselves means that our old life is finished and the old man is not 

coming back. A crucified man has no plans of this own.  

11. The only alternative to self-giving is not Earth, nor nature, nor ordinary life but simply and 

solely hell.  

12. Answers may vary. 
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MERE CHRISTIANITY STUDY GUIDE 

A Bible Study on the C.S. Lewis Book Mere Christianity 

By Steven Urban 

 

Mere Christianity Study Guide takes participants through a study of C.S. 

Lewis’s classic Mere Christianity. Yet despite its recognition as a 

“classic,” there is surprisingly little available today in terms of a serious 

study course. 

This 12-week Bible study digs deep into each chapter and, in turn, into 

Lewis’s thoughts. Perfect for small group sessions, this interactive 

workbook includes daily, individual study as well as a complete 

appendix and commentary to supplement and further clarify certain 

topics. Multiple week format options are also included. 

 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING: 

 

This study guide is more than just a guide to C.S Lewis’ Mere Christianity, it is a guide to Christianity 

itself. – Crystal 

Wow! What a lot of insight and food for thought! Perfect supplement to Mere Christianity. I think Mr. 

Lewis himself would approve. – Laurie 

Our group is in the middle of studying Mere Christianity and I have found this guide to be invaluable.  

– Angela 

This is a very useful and comprehensive guide to Mere Christianity. – John 

 

To learn more about Mere Christianity Study Guide or to find retailers please visit 

www.BrownChairBooks.com 
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THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS STUDY GUIDE 
A Bible Study on the C.S. Lewis Book The Screwtape Letters 

By Alan Vermilye 

 

The Screwtape Letters Study Guide takes participants through a study 

of C.S. Lewis’s classic, The Screwtape Letters. 

This Bible study digs deep into each letter from Screwtape, an 

undersecretary in the lowerarchy of Hell, to his incompetent nephew 

Wormwood a junior devil. Perfect for small group sessions this 

interactive workbook includes daily, individual study with a complete 

answer guide available online.  

Designed as a 12-week study, multiple week format options are also 

included. 

 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING: 
 

This book and study creates a positive reinforcement on fighting that Spiritual battle in life. Great read, 

great study guide! – Lester 

This study guide was a wonderful way for our group to work through the Screwtape Letters! - Becky 

Use this Study Guide for a Fresh "Seeing" of the Screwtape Letters! – William 

This is an essential companion if you are reading The Screwtape Letters as a small group. – J.T. 

 

To learn more about The Screwtape Letters Study Guide or to find retailers please visit 

www.BrownChairBooks.com 
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THE GREAT DIVORCE STUDY GUIDE 
A Bible Study on the C.S. Lewis Book The Great Divorce 

By Alan Vermilye 

 

The Great Divorce Study Guide is an 8-week Bible study on the C.S. 

Lewis classic, The Great Divorce. Perfect for small groups or individual 

study, each weekly study session applies a biblical framework to the 

concepts found in each chapter of the book. Although intriguing and 

entertaining, much of Lewis's writings can be difficult to grasp.  

The Great Divorce Study Guide will guide you through each one of 

Lewis' masterful metaphors to a better understanding of the key 

concepts of the book, the supporting Bible passages, and the relevance 

to our world today. Each study question is ideal for group discussion 

and answers to each question are available online.  

 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING: 
 

To my knowledge, there have not been many study guides for either of these so to see this new one on 

"The Great Divorce" (both electronic and print) is a welcome sight! – Richard 

I recommend the Great Divorce Study Guide to anyone or any group wishing to delve more deeply into 

the question, why would anyone choose hell over heaven! - Ruth 

The questions were thought-provoking, and I very much liked how everything was evaluated by scripture. 

Would definitely recommend! – Justin 

 I can't imagine studying C.S. Lewis' book without this study guide. We will use Vermilye's other guides in 

the future.– Jim 

 

To learn more about The Great Divorce Study Guide or to find retailers please visit 

www.BrownChairBooks.com 
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THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS  

STUDY GUIDE FOR TEENS 
A Bible Study for Teenagers on the C.S. Lewis Book The Screwtape Letters 

By Alan Vermilye 

 

The Screwtape Letters Study Guide for Teens takes teenagers through a study of the 

C.S. Lewis classic, The Screwtape Letters. 

Created specifically for teenagers, each daily study is designed to take them through 

each letter written by Screwtape, an undersecretary in the lowerarchy of Hell, to his 

incompetent nephew Wormwood, a junior devil. 

The interactive workbook is perfect for individual study or group study to include 

youth groups, homeschool groups, or small groups. 

 

SCREWTAPE PROPOSES A TOAST STUDY GUIDE 
A Bible Study on the C.S. Lewis Essay Screwtape Proposes a Toast 

By Alan Vermilye 

 

Only the imaginative mind of C.S. Lewis could create a short story about a demon 

offering the after-dinner speech at the graduation ceremony at the Tempters’ Training 

College for young demons. 

Nearly two decades after the release of The Screwtape Letters and to the delight of his 

fans, Lewis wrote a sequel that he never intended to create. In fact, he never imagined 

the original book would become a classic and that his readers would continue to enjoy 

it so many years later. 

Screwtape Proposes a Toast Study Guide digs deep into this classic and provides a Bible 

study for individual use or small groups. This flexible study can be used in one long setting or divided up 

over several sessions. 

 

To learn more about either of these books or to find retailers please visit 

www.BrownChairBooks.com 
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The 90-Day Bible Study Guide 
A Bible Study Tour of the Greatest Story Ever Told 

By Bruce Gust 

 

The 90-Day Bible Study Guide takes you on a journey through select 

portions of Scripture covering a survey of the Bible in just 90 days! The 

perfect Bible study for beginners, bible study for teens, homeschool groups, 

adult Bible studies, or those seasoned veterans looking for a refresher Bible 

study course. 

Beginning with Genesis and ending in Revelations, you’ll spend just under 

30 minutes each day in this Bible Study Guide and workbook on Scripture 

readings and corresponding Bible study questions designed to guide you to 

a better understanding of the personalities, the history, the conflicts, the 

miracles and the Truth that is the Christian faith. 

 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING: 
 

Bruce Gust takes us back to the basics with easy to digest truths and thought provoking questions!  

– Russell 

This study guide seeks to challenge you to find out the truth from God's word by reading the Bible. 

 - Stephen 

A great way to dig into various parts of Scripture, all the while getting a bigger picture of the overall 

Story of the Bible. - Allie 

Simple, informative and it highlights the main storyline in the Bible, redemption. Well done! – Jim 

 

To learn more about The 90-Day Bible Study Guide or to find retailers please visit 

www.BrownChairBooks.com 
 

 


