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Letter 1: Reason and Reality 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. False. Satan can use the material items of this world to keep you distracted from the spiritual. 

4. When encountering those who have found disappointment in the church we should not judge their past 

experience but rather work towards building a new relationship that will help them see faith and the 

church in a new light. 

5. Martha was concerned with the preparations for the day instead of spending time with Jesus as her 

sister Mary was doing. Sometimes we can get caught up in the “doing” part of helping and assisting 

others that we miss out on important spiritual insights that God wants to show us. 

 

Letter 2: Distracting the Christian Mind 
 

1. Screwtape believes Wormwood can convince the patient to return by making him disappointed in the 

church. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers may vary. 

4. Answers may vary. 

5. Often we become impatient and want to give up on doing what is right. Paul encourages us not to grow 

weary and to never give up. Once we grow weary we can start doubting our intentions and whether we 

believe that God actually knows what is best for us. 

 

Letter 3: Relationship 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Our family members can often be the ones who struggle the most with our new found faith and 

Christian conduct. When becoming a Christian we change our lifestyle, what we say, do, and perhaps who 

we are hanging out with. We might also be publically studying God’s Word and praying. As a result of 

our conversion, our “religious” behavior can get under the skin of family members and cause friction that 

ultimately leads to jealousy. They may also feel as though we have become judgmental or condescending.    



4. Screwtape suggests that Wormwood help the patient keep his prayers very ‘spiritual’ and concerned 

with the state of her soul and never with any of her problems. By doing this, his mother becomes less of a 

real person to him and more of an annoyance, a bother, and someone he can hardly stand even while he 

pridefully prays for her soul.  

A proper prayer might be, “Lord, my mother is going through a difficult time and is likely damaging the 

relationships of those who care the most for her. Help her find relief for her physical ailments and draw 

her spiritually closer to You. Help me to have the patience to love her as You love her and the wisdom to 

see her as You see her. Show me those areas in my life that might be irritable to her so that I can remove 

that barrier and make our relationship stronger.” 

5. Jesus is clear in saying that we should not judge others unless we want to be judged by the same 

standard with God. Instead we are to be loving and caring for others, showing a Christ-like attitude. This 

does not mean that we condone sin, but rather realize that we are all sinners saved by God’s grace and in 

need of a Savior. 

 

Letter 4: Sincere prayer 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Some mental images of God might include Jesus in person, Jesus on the cross, Gandalf from Lord of 

the Rings, Aslan, etc. This is a problem because we are ultimately praying to something that we made 

rather than the Creator Himself.  

4. Making a promise or bold claim to God can be dangerous because there are times when we might not 

really mean what we are saying. We could be saying things simply because they sound right, or we could 

be trying to tell God what we think He wants to hear. God finds no pleasure in our empty promises. 

5. The main point that Jesus makes is that prayer is an issue of the heart. Regardless of whether it is a 

formal, a liturgical, or a spontaneous prayer, if we are praying to just be heard by others, our prayers will 

not be effective.  According to Screwtape this is “exactly the sort of prayer” he wants. However, God is 

pleased with heartfelt prayers that seek Him in a spirit of humility. I think the point is that we must be 

careful about prayer that is filled with emotion but devoid of the truth of God’s Word.  God desires for us 

to worship Him in spirit and in truth, and as always there should be no overreactions in either direction—

this creates balance. 

  



Letter 5: War 
 

1.  Screwtape tells Wormwood not to hope for too much from a war. As entertaining as wars are, often the 

suffering God allows humans to experience only fortifies them.   

2. Answers may vary. 

3. This is an aphorism used to argue that in times of extreme stress or fear, such as during war, all people 

will believe in or hope for a higher power; and therefore, there are no atheists in war. Screwtape would 

agree.  

4. Wormwood will have far greater opportunity for success in trying to get his patient to challenge his 

own Christian morals and values by using much more gentle strategies and every day common activities. 

5. God uses suffering to remove sin from our lives as well as strengthen our commitment to him. Through 

this we will grow closer to Him as we know Christ better. Our hope will also be revived and be based on 

what He can do rather than anything in this world. Suffering is an essential part of human life. Suffering 

is neither good nor bad in and of itself, but our response to it is what is important. Suffering can bring 

about great acts of self-sacrifice and courage thereby enhancing our trust and faith in God.  Suffering can 

also cause us to lose hope, become fearful of our future, and doubt God. This lack of faith is not “worth 

the trouble of destroying.” It is dead already. 

 

Letter 6: Focus 
 

1. If Satan can keep us concerned about “what will happen to us,” our thoughts will become occupied 

with the state of our circumstances instead of being focused on God who will sustain us. When we are 

thinking of "contradictory pictures of the future," our attention is split between hope and fear. Satan’s 

plans are to destroy our hope while paralyzing us with fear.   

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Fear, if focused on enough, will eventually become a “state of mind” eliminating all hope. 

4. Answers may vary. 

5. Mark 4:18-19 describes Christians who hear the Word and begin to grow, but they allow the things of 

this world (suspense and anxiety) to come in and stop their growth.  As a result, they do not mature and 

produce fruit. 

  



Letter 7: Extremism 
 

1. When devils make their presence known they can incite fear, but when devils keep their existence 

hidden, they have an advantage. People, for the most part, do not believe in them; and therefore, do not 

believe in the existence of any great evil. Since we do not believe in demons, we do not fear them.   

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers may vary. 

4. One example of extremism in the church can be found when any political ideology is promoted from 

the pulpit and through materials distributed by the church. Extremism can also be found in methods of 

teaching Scripture that condemn others without offering forgiveness or even a worship style that is 

promoted as the most spiritual and godly while alienating others. The only form of extremism that should 

be desired by a Christian is the one that Screwtape said we should avoid, and that is extreme dedication to 

God and upholding the truth of His Word. 

5. There have to be two ends of an extreme. On one side of an extreme, this verse warns against people 

who regard themselves as right with God because of the good and moral things they do. On the other end, 

it also warns against those who decide they do not need any morality and abandon God for the things of 

this world.  

 

Letter 8: Troughs and Peaks 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. God does not override our will or force us to love him. This would be useless for Him. God desires for 

us to maintain our individuality and to willing choose and love Him; he does not desire robots forced into 

having a relationship with Him. In the same way, you cannot force someone to love you or it would not 

actually be love. 

4. God loves His children as a parent loves their child, but in order for us to learn we must experience 

pain, hardships, and struggles. Just as a child will cling to their parent for comfort and security when in 

fear, God wants us to do the same thing. God uses the lows of our spiritual experience as means to do 

deep work in our souls. 

5. James does not say “if” you experience trials, but rather “when”. You cannot choose whether you will 

experience trials in life. Trials are just a part of being human. You pass the test of your faith when you 

choose to trust God in a severe trial. God uses the tough times in our lives to help build our character and 

draw us closer to him. If you follow the progression of these two verses beginning with James, the 

ultimate goal is hope and trust in Him in all circumstances. 

  



Letter 9: Pleasures 
 

1. During times of stress and/or emptiness, we will look for anything to provide comfort or even a 

distraction. That is when we become easy prey for Satan through temptation.  

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Satan must take those God created pleasures and corrupt them in ways that God has forbidden. This is 

the basic concept behind sin. Sin is doing anything at a time that God forbids, in a way God forbids, or in 

an amount God forbids (pre-marital sex, homosexuality, drunkenness, etc.)  

4. God has promised that He will never leave or forsake us. (Deut. 31:6)  When we feel distant from God, 

it is not because God has moved but rather we moved away from Him.  When this happens we need to 

spend more time with God through prayer, reading our Bible, and sharing our concerns with fellow 

believers who can love and support us.  

5. Even though temptation will come, 1 Corinthians 10:13-14 promises us that the temptation will not be 

more than we can bare and that God will also provide a way out. However, when given the way out it is 

up to us to choose and take it.  

 

Letter 10: Bad Friends 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. When we accept or ignore a friend’s questionable behavior we are, to a certain degree, living two lives 

where we live and behave differently around depending on who we are with. This can be quite exhausting 

and damaging to our faith. 

4. Answers may vary. 

5. 1 John 2:15-17 says that we are not to love the things of this world because it is temporary. We also 

cannot love the world and God at the same time. 

 

Letter 11: Laughter 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers may vary. 

4. Answers may vary. 



5. We need to pray that God will completely govern our thoughts and make our words holy. Since our 

thoughts are heavily influenced by what we consume, we need to be careful to avoid those outlets and 

people who have a negative influence over us. 

 

Letter 12: Nothing 
 

1. False. We cannot see the spiritual realm as God and Satan do. This blindness can lead us to believe that 

our spiritual condition is better off than it actually is. If we think all of our decisions are unimportant or of 

little value, then we can also be led to believe that the consequences of those decisions can easily be 

dismissed or cancelled without any repercussions. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Our sin can drive us away from church. But, it is also possible that we can just be playing church. We 

can participate in church studies and activities and still be separated from God. The thought, “all is well 

because I’m attending church” is a dangerous one. We must repent of those sins so that we can truly 

experience worship and fellowship as God intended.    

4. Answers may vary. 

5. David was wise in asking God to search his heart and test his thoughts. We cannot be prideful into 

thinking that we have it all together and that our small sin is not all that bad…certainly not enough for 

God to worry about. God wants us to bring all of our flaws to him, not to humiliate us but to grow us. 

 

Letter 13: Personal Pleasure 
 

1. By enjoying the simple pleasures of life (even those without virtue) for their own sake, we become 

disinterested in the trappings of this world.  This somehow builds a wall that guards us against the attacks 

of Satan. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers may vary but could include sharing their faith with another, going on mission trips, singing in 

the church choir or praise band, etc. 

4. If our habit is to continually recommit ourselves to God but not actually act on the commitment, our 

faith is useless. In addition, our feelings will fade over time, and it will actually make it harder for us to 

act on our faith in the future. 

5. The “asphyxiating cloud” is God working through the Holy Spirit. Wormwood was unable to attack the 

man because God was shielding him with His Holy Spirit. This does not mean that God will protect us 

from every temptation or shield us from the consequences of our choices, but rather God knows that for 

us to be free and still make right choices there will be times when we need His intervention and help. 

  



Letter 14: Humility 
 

1. When you have a low self-opinion you believe that your talents and abilities are not as valuable as they 

really are. True humility, on the other hand, understands the value of your talents and abilities but does 

not seek attention for it.   

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Miriam Webster defines humility as the quality or state of not thinking you are better than other people. 

False modesty is intended to seem humble but comes across as fake and unflattering. If Satan can twist a 

humble person into being proud of his humility, the virtue of humility is now worthless. Once humility is 

gone, the person is now susceptible to temptation and falling into sin.  

4. If we really are attractive or intelligent and believe that we are not, we create a false sense of humility 

and our efforts to achieve true humility become nonsense. A low self-opinion can also affect our 

confidence level and our resolve to be strong in difficult situations. 

5. Humility means being patient and gentle towards others. Christ wants us to be more interested in 

building each other up than we are in tearing each other down. Humility begins with first loving God then 

by loving our neighbor. It is impossible to truly love our neighbor unless we begin by loving God. 

 

Letter 15: Past, Present, Future, and Eternity 
 

1. Answers may vary.  

2. Answers may vary. 

3. God wants all humans focused on two things: 1) Eternity (or Him) so that we are focused on the 

greatness of God 2) The Present so that we are attentive to the things that God would have us to do in 

each moment. 

4. Answers may vary. 

5. Tomorrow will have trouble. It is unavoidable. No Christian should think otherwise. So, Jesus tells us 

to “seek first” God. This is a present tense command and can only be accomplished in the present. And as 

we seek Him, all of our needs will be met because our ultimate need is to be with Him. 

 

  



Letter 16: Churches 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Often, we can become highly critical of non-spiritual issues like musical style, style of dress, preaching 

style, etc. If Satan can get us focused on all the non-spiritual issues of church, we will never be able to 

hear what God is saying to us through his Word in a service. 

4. A “clique church” is a church where members have taken sides and are “violently” attached to their 

causes. This type of church is made up of factions self-identified by their religious practices, social 

norms, and, often, political preference with very little to do with spiritual formation. 

5. It is the responsibility of those who are at peace with God to pursue the kind of attitude that promotes 

peace with other Christians. For the strong in Christ this means helping to nurture the weaker Christian 

rather than to criticize. 

 

Letter 17: Gluttony 
 

1. Answers may vary.  

2. Answers may vary. 

3. The most effective work of demons is done in a non-conspicuous manner and does not attract attention. 

It is that “safe road to Hell” that Screwtape describes for us in Letter 12.  

4. Gluttony and immorality have in common the misguided thought that quantity is better than quality—

whether it be food or sex.  

5. Most people, including many Christians, are slaves to their bodies. Our bodies send signals telling our 

minds what to do—like when to eat or even how much to eat. An athlete cannot simply listen to his body. 

He must follow strict training rules that often his body does not want to follow. An athlete leads his body; 

he does not follow it. It is his slave, not the other way around. 

 

Letter 18: Love and Marriage 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Being caught up in “feeling in love” can often lead to premarital sex.  This physical union can 

ultimately lead to unwise marriages if the marriage was based on a feeling rather than God’s version of 

love, which is about unity.   This concept of being in love can also lead to broken marriages when 



emotions fade.  The end result of marrying solely 'for love', when it includes ignoring character and 

spirituality, is that a man/woman ends up marrying "a heathen, fool, or a wanton." 

4. Beyond our emotions and feelings of “being in love” a marriage must be based on a commitment of 

loyalty to your spouse, to preserve chastity, reproduction, and the family. With the help of Christ, we 

begin to love our spouse as Christ loved the church. 

5. Loving another person is not wrong. In fact, Jesus commands us to love in John 13:34-35. However, 

love is not a feeling; love is an action. It requires a sacrifice on our part. God gives us wonderful feelings 

towards other people. In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Paul defines love as patient, kind, not envious, not 

boastful, not self-seeking, not easily angered, keeping no record of wrongs. It protects, trusts, hopes, and 

always perseveres. In Ephesians 5:21-33 Christ loved the church so much that he gave up his life for it. 

This example for the love a husband and wife should have for one another was not simply a feeling of 

love but rather a demonstration of true sacrificial love that can only come from God. 

 

Letter 19: Using Love 
 

1. Unconditional love is defined as affection and love without any limitations or conditions.  

2. Answers may vary. 

3. In general, it’s hard for a human to understand true agape love. Often we believe that people are 

motivated to love solely because of what they may get in return. This type of thinking leads to a lack of 

trust of others. As a result, it becomes harder to trust a God, who we cannot even see, who says that He 

loves us without any strings attached. 

4. Answers may vary. 

5. God created the human race in his image, therefore, he sees a little of Himself in us. He showed us his 

love first by putting Himself into creation in order to save it. He then demonstrates His love by giving up 

His only Son for the world that we might live. There is nothing we can do to get Him to love us any more 

or any less. 

 

Letter 20: Sexual Taste 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Chastity is refraining from sexual intercourse outside of marriage. Abstinence is refraining from sexual 

intercourse completely. It is important that we understand that abstinence is God’s plan prior to marriage 

and chastity during marriage.  There are serious consequences for disobeying these guidelines upon your 

life. 



4. Teens are bombarded on a daily basis with messages from a multitude of sources including TV, 

Internet, billboards, magazines, music, and more as to what is sexually attractive. The messages not only 

promote products, but they also promote what is beautiful or attractive.  In addition, they influence our 

moods, attitudes, and a sense of what is right and wrong. 

5. God will never allow a temptation or testing in our lives that Christ does not give us the ability to 

overcome. The problem with temptation is that we often do not feel like fighting it; we would rather give 

in. However, fighting the temptation is part of God’s plan for us, and that involves trusting Him in 

obedience. If we do this, He promises to always provide an escape. God allows us to experience 

temptations for several reasons:  to help us learn to discern good from evil; to learn humility; to become 

more aware of our own weakness; to experience the freedom we gain when we overcome; and to help us 

build character. 

 

Letter 21: Entitlement 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Satan does not want you to have time to process and apply logic to a situation. If you did you might 

react with more patience and thereby produce a different consequence.   

4. We are called each day to love those we come in contact with no matter the intrusion or how irritating 

they are, or what they have done. Sometimes we conveniently overlook where God is calling us to spend 

our time because we want control. That does not mean we become pushovers and do whatever is asked of 

us from others, rather we are to love and serve as Jesus loved and served.  

5. Jesus responded graciously to each person without making him or her feel as though they had 

interrupted Him. He made them a priority regardless of whether they were deemed as important or not by 

society. It is also important to note that Jesus made it a priority to isolate Himself when needed. Often 

times we overreact to interruptions in our life because we are overcommitted and tired. It’s important that 

we take time for ourselves to rest and to spend time uninterrupted time with God.  

 

Letter 22: The Christian Life 
 

1. Satan hates peace and quiet. Noise is a great distraction, and it hinders us from thinking through 

situations. The greater the noise in our life, the more Satan is pleased because we will tend to respond 

quickly without giving much thought. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Screwtape describes her as vile, sneaking, simpering, demure, monosyllabic, mouse-like, watery, 

insignificant, virginal, bread and butter miss, two-face little cheat, filthy insipid little prude.  He is 



frustrated because he believes that she is the worst sort of girl for the patient to marry. She is a sincere and 

genuine Christian—the type Screwtape would have loved to see fed to the lions in the early days. 

4. Answers may vary. 

5. It is documented that a lion’s roar can travel over five miles and can reach up to 114 decibels. This is as 

loud as a jet airplane taking off. Consequently, this goes beyond the average threshold of human pain at 

110 decibels. We might not think about the noise and distractions in our life as being a roar of Satan, but 

depending on the circumstance, they could be. We need to be vigilant and aware of the noise that is 

pulling us away from God because we certainly do not want to be devoured by the noise in our lives. We 

do not want to be so deafened by Satan’s noise that we cannot hear God’s still small voice (1 Kings 

19:12). 

 

Letter 23: The Historical Jesus 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Some might include, “Even if you are not convinced that Jesus is the Savior of the world, pray anyway 

to avoid Hell”; “Once you become a Christian you can live however you want and God will just forgive 

you.”; “There are lots of good religions out there but Jesus is by far the best.”; “If you start giving money 

to the church, God will make sure you get more money in return.”; and “Jesus will automatically heal you 

of your sickness once you accept Him.” 

4. To understand whether a statement about Jesus is true or not you first go to the Bible and see if what is 

being said lines up with the truth found in the Scripture. You also need to examine the person making the 

statement to understand better their background and belief system. Then, talk with a mature Christian that 

you trust who can help guide you to a better understanding of the truth. 

5. When asking these questions, “Who does the world think I am?” and “Who do you say that I am?” 

Jesus forces both his disciples and us to reconcile who we believe Jesus to be against who the world 

around us says Jesus is. Then, once we answer we must decide whether we choose to live according to a 

Christ-like life or simply follow the crowds and live according to worldly standards. 

 

Letter 24: Ignorance and Arrogance 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Spiritual pride makes us forget that salvation comes through grace alone. We are not saved because of 

anything good in us, but salvation is available for all as a free gift to those who will receive it. Often, we 



become so proud of our spiritual accomplishments that we end up looking down on those who Christ has 

called us to help.  

4. Answers may vary. 

5. Paul provides us a warning that in order for us to make spiritual headway with others, we must learn to 

value them above ourselves. If our actions and attitudes seem arrogant, we will be a poor witness for 

Christ. Pride is a dangerous sin because it blinds us. It is an ever-present danger and a subtle vice that is 

used by the enemy.  It can take control before we are even aware of its presence. 

 

Letter 25: The Same Old Thing 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers may vary. 

4. This search the next “new thing” disrupts our ability to make intelligent decisions, and instead of being 

an influence, we become influenced by the latest fashions and trends. The problem with novelty is that 

everything eventually becomes not new.  When the new wears off, we are left looking for that next new 

high. 

5. Paul was not against wealth or even change. He just realized how dangerously seductive they are. The 

word contentment here refers to the state of being content in one’s circumstances. As Christians, we 

should focus our efforts on pursuing holiness in our conduct, attitude, and thought and not chasing after 

the next “new thing.” Paul exemplifies this for us while he content writing to us from a jail cell.  

 

Letter 26: Unselfishness 
 

1. Answers might include going on regular dates, simple niceties and manners, opening the door and other 

common courtesies, gifts and tokens of affection, etc. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers will vary, but both the man and the woman will think of themselves as unselfish in their own 

way while believing the other is being selfish. It would be best if both would just drop their demand for 

mutual unselfishness and start trying to meet the other’s needs—not because of anything received but 

rather out of motivation to make the other happy.  

4. The Generous Conflict Illusion is when we make it clear that we are being unselfish not so that others 

will be happy but so that we can appear the martyr giving into their request. Once they sense you being a 

martyr they quickly withdraw their request because of the first person’s fake generosity. 



5. Jesus give two practical ways to do this: choosing the lowest seat of honor at banquets and inviting to 

dinner those who can’t repay you. 

 

Letter 27: Answers 
 

1. Answers may vary. Keeping alert in prayer can include removing those things that will naturally 

distract us (like a phone or other media), not praying while sleepy, finding a location where you can have 

privacy. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. This “heads I win, tails you lose” argument is designed to make the patient feel that his prayers are 

useless.  If his prayers are answered, he will see some evidence that leads him to rationalize that it was 

going to happen anyway. If they are not answered right away, then this will confirmed his suspicions that 

asking God for things is absurd and that prayer has no impact upon the universe whatsoever. When we 

dwell on the results of our prayers, it becomes more about God being a genie in a bottle than about 

seeking His best for us—regardless of the answer 

4. Screwtape does not want the distractions or sins that surface when the patient prays to lead the patient 

to sincerely pray about those things. When we offer sincere prayers to God, he listens and acts. 

Wormwood is to encourage the patient to “thrust away” the distraction and try to continue normal, 

everyday prayers that are said with little sincerity. 

5. Jesus gives us the Lord’s Prayer as a model for prayer. He does not want us to pray like the Pharisees 

and heathen of the day.  It should not be mechanical or selfish but focused on God and His glory. The 

Pharisees displayed the exact opposite and were preoccupied with their own glory. This can be a 

challenge—to not get locked into mechanical mindless uttering that does not reach God’s ears because of 

our lack of sincerity. 

 

Letter 28: Perseverance 
 

1. Answers may vary.  

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers may vary.   

4. The death of a Christian is of no benefit to Screwtape. Once the patient dies, he is instantly with Christ 

in Heaven and of no use to Screwtape. As long as he is alive, there’s still time for him to be a bad 

influence on others and to possibly corrupt himself. 

5. Becoming a Christian is relatively easy. You cannot earn (or work for) your salvation.  It is a free gift 

from God to all who recognize their need and who trust in Christ alone. Then comes the hard part—living 

the life of a Christian in a world that is hostile to Christ. On a daily basis, the world provides a lot of 



temptations that are in opposition to God. The real test of our faith comes through endurance and 

perseverance through difficult and tempting times—making it to the finish line uncorrupted. 

 

Letter 29: Cowardice 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. The definition of courageous is to be very brave and having or showing courage. It is the quality of 

mind or spirit that enables a person to face difficulty, danger, pain, etc. Courage and fear and be present at 

the same time. Courage is not the absence of fear. It is the willingness to act in spite of my fear.  

4. In cowardly people, hate originates from the fear of whatever it is that they are hating. They will often 

try to justify their hatred by convincing themselves that the object of their fear deserves to be hated.  

5. Following Jesus can be costly and require daily acts of courage. In addition we are called to confront 

sin and error. There is a cross of death to bear. We might not lose our lives following Him, but courage is 

required to face whatever trials are appointed for us. 

 

Letter 30: Fatigue 
 

1. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Fatigue and unexpected demands can produce unrighteous anger which can also leave us open to 

temptation. When we are worn out, we soon begin to think we have a right to certain things like peace and 

quiet, a good night’s sleep, or a good meal. When we do not get those things, we become angry as though 

we’ve lost out on something, even though it was never ours to begin with. 

4. The false hopes that Wormwood is to encourage in the man include hoping the air raids will cease, 

hoping to enjoy a good night’s sleep, and hoping the war will be over soon. False hopes are generally 

emotional interpretations that we give to the facts. False hopes are dangerous because they are exactly 

that—false.  They are not based on logic or reason but rather on our desires which may not be right. When 

that hope does not deliver, we can become discouraged. At the end of the day false hope is combated 

most effectively with authentic hope. 

5. In this passage, Paul defines faith as having confidence that what we hope for will actually happen. 

This hope is based on the promises and righteousness of Christ, not on our own desires (false hope) or 

what the world may promise. 

  



Letter 31: The Other Side 
 

1. The man is killed in an air raid on his hometown. Answers may vary. 

2. Answers may vary. 

3. Answers may vary. 

4. Screwtape signs off by saying he is hungrily affectionate toward Wormwood now. The rule of Hell is 

to either bring souls for the devils to feast upon or be feasted upon oneself. Screwtape will now consume 

the failed Wormwood. 

5. The confidence we have in our Redeemer Jesus Christ assures us that even after our bodies are 

destroyed, we will be instantly present with God. Death is but a moment but life with Christ is eternal. 

 

 


