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PREFACE  
 

1. When we blur the lines between good and evil, absolute truth becomes irrelevant, and we 

arbitrarily set ourselves as the judges of right and wrong, which is subjective for each person, 

place, and time. Right and wrong must be based on some absolute truth (i.e., God’s Word)—for 

which God,  who does not change like we do, is the judge.  

This is dangerous ground to tread because if evil is made to appear good, there would be no such 

thing as temptation and therefore anything goes as we drift aimlessly without a true moral compass 

or guide.  

2. You don’t have to look any further than most forms of media today to see attempts to marry 

Heaven and Hell. We see biblical principles and standards being shifted away and replaced with 

“modern social righteousness” and theologians and pastors condoning sexual immorality under 

certain circumstances. There are many examples of immorality that were once frowned upon, like 

fornication, adultery, and homosexuality, that are now accepted by society and glorified in books, 

TV shows, and movies. The worst part is that we no longer blush or are shocked by the common 

immoralities of our time. We would rather try to change God’s moral code to fit our behavior 

instead of changing our behavior to align with His standards of right and wrong. 

3. Isaiah was given the unpleasant task of warning the people of God that they were in rebellion 

against God for calling evil good and good evil. 

God has not changed. His standards have not been lowered. God still calls immorality a sin, and 

the Bible says God is going to judge it. Man without God sees evil as good and good as evil. That 

is why some people love evil and hate that which is good—they are still in their sins. For them, 

life’s values are confused. God’s Word clearly describes what is evil and what is good, what is 

light and what is dark, what is sweet and what is bitter.  

4. The luggage that we might want to bring along, but needs to stay, are those sins that we 

sometimes tolerate that, left uncheck, can eventually destroy us. It is better to experience the pain 

of removal (getting rid of a bad habit or something we treasure) than to allow the sin to bring 

judgement and condemnation. We need to examine our lives for anything that causes us to sin and 

take every action to remove it. 

5. Evil, according to Lewis, cannot be magically erased by the passage of time and turned into 

good; it must be wholly rejected for Heaven to be embraced. Total acceptance of Heaven implies 

the total rejection of Hell.  

According to Romans 12:21, evil can only be overcome with good. Our example should be that of 

Christ, who overcame the evil of sin and death by dying on a cross for us and then resurrecting. 

We should not let another person’s evil provoke us to evil thoughts, evil attitudes, or evil deeds. 

6. Lewis said that “If we insist on keeping Hell (or even Earth) we shall not see Heaven; if we 
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accept Heaven we shall not be able to retain even the smallest and most intimate souvenirs of 

Hell.” If we accept Heaven, we “will find that what he abandoned (even the plucking out of his 

right eye) has not been lost; that the kernel of what he was really seeking even in his most depraved 

wishes will be there, beyond expectations.” 

7. Lewis is careful in this Preface to distinguish that he sets out to write a piece of fiction, and in 

no way is his story to be confused with his works of theology. He states that this work will bring 

readers on a journey that is quite intentionally a fantasy but a fantasy with a moral. He does not 

imagine or speculate what may actually await us. 

 

CHAPTER 1:  THE NATURE OF HELL 
 
 

1. There are several images that we can perceive from Lewis’s description of the grey town, 

including evening that is always raining and never advances to night—dreary, dull, dirty, and 

bleak. Time seems to be paused. It is a place, for all its vastness, that seems empty and insubstantial 

with very few people milling around. There are “dingy lodging houses, small tobacconists, 

hoardings from which posters hung in rags, windowless warehouses, goods stations without 

trains,” and uninteresting bookshops. 

2.  

a) Revelation 14:10–11   – An eternally smoky place where you can receive no rest  

b) 2 Thessalonians 1:9 – Eternally separate from the presence and the glory of the 

Lord 

c) Revelation 21:8 – A fiery lake of burning sulfur for those who did not believe in 

the Lord 

d) Matthew 25:41 – An eternal fire that punishes the wicked, the devil, and his demons 

e) Mark 9:44–49 – A place where worms do not die and the fire is not quenched 

f) Revelation 20:10 – A lake of fire and brimstone where Satan, the beast, and the 

false prophet are tormented day and night forever and ever 

g) Matthew 13:41–42 – A furnace of fire with weeping and gnashing of teeth 

h) Matthew 3:12 – A place of unquenchable fire 

i) Daniel 12:2 – A place of shame and everlasting contempt 

j) Luke 16:23–24 – A place of torment and fire 

Scripture does not tell us the geological location of Hell, but what we do know is that Hell is a 

literal place of real torment for eternity. Whatever the case, the location of hell is far less important 

than the need to avoid going there. 



3.  

1) Envy – the desire to have an item, an experience, or feeling that someone else possesses 

All the souls seem to be envious of the bus driver because he radiates some sort of joy and 

happiness that they do not have. 

2) Gluttony – an excessive, ongoing consumption of food or drink 

The big, beefy man who throws his weight around would likely represent gluttony.  

3) Greed – an excessive pursuit of material possessions 

The man who cheats a woman for a better spot in the bus line represents greed. 

4) Lust – an uncontrollable passion or longing, especially for sexual desires  

The androgynous couple who decide not to get on the bus and instead giggle off together 

arm in arm represent lust. 

5) Vanity or Pride – excessive view of one’s self without regard to others  

This is the very short man who feels like the others in line are not up to his standards. 

6) Sloth – excessive laziness or the failure to act and utilize one’s talents 

The tousle-haired poet believes that he is there by someone else’s mistake and not of his 

own doing.  

7) Wrath or Anger – uncontrollable feelings of anger and hate toward another person  

At some point, all seem to represent anger, including the big man striking the small man. 

Also, the quarrelsome couple is angry at each other and seems to have a competition of 

unselfishness, which is the root of pride. 

4. Even though they are in Hell, no one wants to stand in line for Heaven, and those that do can’t 

figure out why they are even going up there or are going for the wrong reasons. In the same way, 

we often see people struggle with giving their life to Christ even when the alternative is a dire, 

dismal, and depressing future. 

5. Just because someone is an unbeliever does not mean that they cannot have a rational 

understanding of Christianity or of what the Bible teaches. But apart from the illumination of his 

or her mind by the Spirit, they cannot know the true joy of salvation and the kingdom of God. A 

dead spirit perceives only the things of man and Satan. 

6. We are often comfortable with our own sin while at the same time condemning others for theirs. 

We look at other people’s sin and cringe while viewing our own as perhaps unpleasant but 

something we live with. When we make room for our own sin, we grow accustomed to the 

darkness. But even though we may have grown comfortable with it, the Lord still finds it 

disgusting.   

The first step to breaking out of the sin comfort zone is to acknowledge that we have sin by being 

open and honest before the Lord. Then, the more time we spend in prayer and Bible study, the 

more we will love God and the more we will hate our own sin and feel less comfortable in it. 

7. Answers may vary. We are easily entertained in life with things of no intrinsic value that often 
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deter us from growing deeper in our spiritual walk. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 2:  A BUS RIDE INTO HEAVEN 
 
 

1. The tousle-headed poet feels unappreciated by his parents and was better than any of the five 

schools he attended. At college, he developed a distaste for capitalism because he believed it makes 

it impossible for a new genius like himself to be recognized. So he becomes a communist followed 

by becoming a conscientious objector once Russia helps Britain in the war against Germany. 

Eventually he moves to America, where he meets a girl who treats him poorly. His self-pity is so 

strong that he finally throws himself under a train, not desiring to live in a world that is against 

him. 

This young man’s sin is vanity—having an excessive desire for attention and respect from others, 

which leaves him feeling like the victim when he does not receive it. He seeks money, acceptance, 

and praise but never gives in return.  

Even in the afterlife, he is a victim once again. He arrives in the grey town, where he obviously 

believes he doesn’t belong. So he starts searching for acceptance there but is unable to find it. Now 

he is traveling to Heaven for completely selfish and self-centered reasons, believing he might at 

last be recognized there for his talent and temperament.  

2. Jesus knew the crippled man had been in this state for a very long time and needed spiritual 

healing as much as or more than physical healing. However, the man’s response to Jesus offered 

no confidence or hope that his life would get better. He had resigned himself to being a victim, 

which gave no room for love, hope, and faith to operate fully in his life. 

When we live as victims, we carry unbelief, which denies the possibility of our situation getting 

any better. As a result, we lose hope and believe the lie that we have no more options. Just like the 

man whom Jesus eventually healed, we need to understand that as redeemed people, we need to 

live as victors, not as victims. Oftentimes part of our healing process involves renouncing the sin 

of a victim mindset. 

3. Paul would say that we are to let go of every sin that so easily besets us and run the race. We 

can’t run carrying a bunch of junk! 

4. In addition to the grey town being a somber, desolate place, its quarreling inhabitants are 

constantly spreading throughout the town so as to be as far away from each other as possible. They 

cannot find any good with each other that would draw them together. As a result, there is no 
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community, since there is no need to rely on one another. They can think structures, homes, and 

other things into existence, but it still does not meet their needs, so they go off somewhere else, 

and the town continues to spread.  

The Intelligent Ghost claims that the longer people have been there (Hell), the less likely they are 

to ever reach the bus (to Heaven). That’s because their vanity (or pride) drives them further and 

further away from each other, until they are infinitely far away from the bus stop. Well-known 

historical figures like Napoleon, Julius Caesar, and Genghis Khan live there, but it is not likely 

that you will see them since they are lightyears away by this time. 

5. Answers may vary. 

6. The Intelligent Ghost did not believe the problem of the grey town was that people quarreled 

but that they had no needs. You get everything you want, but not of great quality, by simply 

imagining it. His solution is to travel to Heaven and bring back, or steal, “some real commodities,” 

or saleable goods, that would generate demand. Souls would then move closer to where the demand 

is being generated, creating a true economic system that will eventually build a centralized 

community. From his point of view, that is what Hell is missing. He believes that with the right 

commercial setup, people would be better off, although not exactly happier; he admits there would 

still be fighting, but at least it would be managed by a police force.  

The flaw in his plan is that all these souls do not need more stuff; they need redemption. The fact 

is, neither commerce nor the lack thereof (communism) have the ability to resolve this godless 

void in our lives as evidenced by our over-commercialized world today. Commercialism will not 

transform people into model citizens willing to sacrifice for others. Economic reforms can 

certainly improve the living standards of a nation, but they do not bring the salvation of souls. 

7. The residents of Hell build “unreal” houses because they believe it keeps them safe or provides 

the feeling of safety.  

Just like residents of Hell, the rich young ruler had a false sense of security in the freedom, stability, 

and happiness that he believed money affords. Unfortunately, his desire to follow Jesus was not as 

strong as his desire to hold on to his worldly possessions for the security that he believed they 

provided. Ironically though, he departed from Jesus sad because of his wealth. 

8. The fat clean-shaven man believes the old theology of Hell and judgment (when everything goes 

dark in the grey town) are outdated superstitions and what the inhabitants of the town really need 

is to be spirituality unencumbered by any materialism and matter. In fact, he believes that the grey 

town is already becoming a great spiritual city now that the inhabitants have finally escaped their 

bodily prisons and is ready to realize its full creative potential, although not immediately; it would 

happen over time.  

9. The light on the bus revealed how hideous they were. “They were all fixed faces, full not of 
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possibilities but impossibilities, some gaunt, some bloated, some glaring with idiotic ferocity, 

dome drowned by recovery in dreams; but all, in one way or another, distorted and faded.”  

Right now, we only see a reflection of reality and the life to come, and while this mirror image 

provides a degree of insight, it remains only a reflection and is therefore incomplete. But one day 

(in heaven), “we too shall know in this way” as our faith becomes sight and the incomplete mirror 

images give way to perfect clarity and understanding. 

 

 

CHAPTER 3:  SHADOW PEOPLE 
 

1. The landscape, including the grass, flowers, mountains, etc., are all beautiful in appearance but 

also solid and heavy so that the blades of grass are as sharp and hard as diamonds. Even a single 

leaf is too heavy to lift. The light and coolness remind the narrator of a summer morning, and the 

“fresh stillness” and the “singing of a lark” are in stark contrast to what he experienced in the grey 

town. 

2.  

a) Matthew 6:20 – Heaven is a place where nothing can be destroyed. 

b) Luke 23:43 – It is a place or state of bliss, felicity, or delight. 

c) John 14:2 – Heaven is a large place with room for everyone who chooses Christ. 

d) 1 Corinthians 2:9 – Even with the descriptions of Heaven that the Bible offers, our human 

minds still cannot imagine how wonderful it will be. 

e) Hebrews 11:16 – It will be a city prepared by God. 

f) Revelation 21:1 – There will no longer be a sea. 

g) Revelation 21:4 – There will be no death of people or nature as well as any sadness. 

h) Revelation 22:1–5 – There will be streets in the city with a Tree of Life, and the Lamb of 

God will be in the city. We will be able to see Jesus, who will be our light, so there will be 

no need for a lamp. 

i) Revelation 21:15–27 – The city is of pure gold and laid out in a perfect square with walls 

made of jasper. The city walls are decorated with precious stones, and the gates are made 

of pearl and will never be shut. The streets are made of gold, and the city does not need the 

sun or moon because night never comes. Nothing impure ever enters it nor does anyone 

who does what is shameful. 

3. His mind is still holding on to his worldly knowledge, while at the same time, he is getting a 

glimpse of infinity. It fills him with a sense of awe but also of exposure and danger because his 

mind cannot completely understand or even take it all in. 
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4. As the passengers exit the bus, Lewis is better able to observe them in the light and realizes that 

they are ghosts as transparent as bubbles—“man-shaped stains on the brightness of that air.” He 

also realizes that he is also a phantom. Because of their transparency, they don’t affect the grass 

or dew they walk on. He then observes that it isn’t the Ghosts that are different but the 

surroundings. The bus riders are just as solid as they had been in the grey town, but the things here 

are so different that their bodies are as shadows. 

5. The fear of the unknown can cripple our capacity to follow God’s leading, causing us to miss 

out on all the great things God has planned for us. Like Abraham, when we cling to the one who 

knows all things, we’re in good hands—regardless of where He leads. 

6. Following God is like entering uncharted territory. Obeying His commands to forgive, to give 

away our treasures, or to give up things that provide security and pleasure often leave us in the 

scary territory of unknown outcomes. 

7. The respectable Ghost is annoyed with all the “riff raff,” or the other passengers, around him. 

He wonders if the management of the place has made a mistake in allowing the Ghosts to come 

here since they find their surroundings so uncomfortable. He considered them tourists who did not 

have a clue as to what to do next. In fact, he came here to get away from them. He, however, knows 

that he will be met shortly by others, which leads us to believe that this is his second or third trip. 

He soon drifts away, displeased to find himself in the company of his inferiors. 

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law could not believe that Jesus would lower himself to 

spend time with sinners. The fact is, Jesus loves every one, even those who have done unspeakable 

deeds, in the same way that a parent loves their child unconditionally. A parent might regret their 

child’s deeds and hope that they will change, but they still love them. God unconditionally loves 

all his children who have fallen away. 

8. This passage highlights one aspect of what it means to always be ready for Christ’s return. Even 

though the days and hours keep passing, we cannot and will not know the day or the hour of 

Christ’s return. Because we do not know precisely when He will return, we must be constantly in 

a state of alertness. We must be ready. We need to live every day as if it was our last. The five 

foolish virgins appeared to be identical, on the outside, to the five wise virgins. The foolish virgins’ 

lamps made a nice show, but they produced no light! In the end, however, it doesn’t matter how 

others perceive us but rather if we are truly ready to meet the Lord. His perception is always right 

and the only one that matters in eternity. 

9. The bright solid people from Heaven are filled with a great light, and their appearance is very 

grand and seemingly ageless. Some are naked, some robed, and others have beards, but all are 

muscular with smooth flesh, and the earth shakes underneath their feet since they are solid, unlike 

the Ghosts from the grey town.  

Christ, at His second coming, will transform our fallen, sinful bodies of flesh, making them 
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comparable to the glorious resurrection body of Christ. This will involve not only an outward, 

physical transformation, in which we receive bodies not subject to disease and death, but also an 

inward, spiritual transformation, in which we are delivered finally and forever from all sin. 

  

 

 

CHAPTER 4:  I GOT MY RIGHTS 
 

 

1. The solid Spirit that approaches the Big Man wears a robe and is very cheerful and youthful, so 

much so that it makes the narrator want to dance.  

On Earth, his name was Len, and he was a former employee of the Big Man. During his life, he 

seems to have been a pretty miserable and angry man, which led him to murder Jack, a mutual 

acquaintance of theirs.  

2. The Big Man is astonished and outraged to find Len enjoying life in Heaven. He recognizes Len 

only as a murderer and cannot understand why Len is here in Heaven when he is in the grey town 

since he believes he himself is a much better man. 

Len tells him that Jack is here in Heaven too and that he can take the Big Man to see him if he 

likes. 

3. Jesus said that we will be forgiven of all of our sins, not just certain ones. The fact is, if grace is 

contingent on us, humanity will be lost to Hell. Our view of other people’s sins can be harsh, even 

condemning them as unchangeable or their sins as unredeemable. But what men think about sin is 

relatively unimportant. What God thinks is infinitely important. God offers grace and mercy to 

those who repent regardless of the severity of the sin. 

A sin can only be unforgivable if repentance is impossible. Forgiveness becomes impossible when 

someone turns their back on the Holy Spirit, repeatedly closes their eyes to God, shuts their ears 

to His voice, and rejects His Word. As a result, they bring themselves to a point where they can 

no longer recognize God and become spiritually blind, speaking of “evil as good and good as evil.” 

4. Paul considered himself the chief of sinners. He was a violent man who desired to destroy 

Christianity and those practicing it. He participated in murders, arrests, and the abuse of those in 

the church. Yet in an act of true repentance when he encountered Christ on his road to Damascus 

experience, he laid down his former life and dedicated his new life to Christ, becoming the 

foremost evangelist of the first century and writing two-thirds of the New Testament. 

5. Len said that he is not ashamed in the sense that the Big Man is thinking. He most certainly 
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regrets his actions, but since he became a Christian, he is now a new man no longer bound by the 

sins of his former life. 

Jesus said that when we continue to relive our past sins, or even our perceived glory days, we will 

not be an effective witness for Him. It’s like trying to drive down the interstate while always 

looking in the rearview mirror. This will not allow us to be the best driver we can be and will likely 

cause a wreck.  

6. The Big Man’s concept of a decent person is being a good person all of his life. He was not 

necessarily a religious man and made some mistakes, but he had done what he considered to be 

his best his entire life. He never stole, and he worked hard for everything that he got. 

In truth, the Big Man wasn’t nearly as noble as he thought himself to be, as Len points out. In fact, 

in his earthly life, the Big Man was abusive to his employees and harsh to his family. His pride, 

however, will not permit him to admit the things that he did wrong, let alone repent of them.  

7. We make God out to be a liar and prove that His Word is not in us when we say that we have 

not sinned. 

8. Len confesses that his hatred of the Big Man back on Earth was the worst thing that he ever did, 

adding that he murdered him many times in his heart. What the actual murder did was wake him 

up to realize how truly in need of repentance he was.  

9.The Big Man only wants “his rights” and doesn’t want anybody’s “bleeding charity.” This 

inflated view of ourselves is actually the very thing that keeps us from God. It is an illustration of 

somebody who will not let loose of his false pride to allow the grace of humility to break through 

and thus know God. 

Instead, he should be asking for God’s grace and mercy. It’s been said that justice is getting what 

you deserve. Mercy is not getting what you deserve. And grace is getting what you don’t deserve. 

It is God’s mercy that keeps Him from destroying His creation in judgment. It’s God’s grace that 

gives us forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life in heaven. The Big Man does not want charity, 

generosity, or mercy, and without this, it is impossible to be saved. 

10. Len’s invitation for the Big Man to ask for the Bleeding Charity means giving up entering 

Heaven by his own efforts and, just as bad, relying on Len (a murderer, after all) to help him get 

there. There is nothing that we can do to earn our way to Heaven outside of accepting God’s free 

gift of grace and forgiveness. Encouraged by his ability to resist both Heaven’s charity and Len’s 

“apron strings,” the Ghost returns to the bus, grumbling and whimpering along the way. 
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CHAPTER 5:  HONEST OPINIONS SINCERELY EXPRESSED 
 
 

1. The fat, cultured Ghost is the same Ghost who was discussing spirituality with Lewis on the 

bus. As it turns out, he was an Episcopal Bishop on earth, and he and Dick, the Spirit, would have 

serious talks and debates of a religious, philosophical nature. It is obvious that the Spirit was 

younger when they were alive and that the Episcopal Bishop is acquainted with the Spirit’s father, 

who is also currently in Hell. 

2. The irony in this criticism is that the Ghost had just spent no telling how long in a literal Hell 

and is now standing on the edge of Heaven, and yet he refuses to believe in either. He is so blind 

to the facts that he assumes the Spirit has surely broadened his mind in the time since then. 

3. Today Christians are criticized as narrowminded when they refuse to participate in certain 

activities or endorse unbiblical behaviors or when they claim that Jesus Christ is the only way to 

Heaven. When Christians are represented on television or in movies, it’s often an extreme 

caricature. The biblical worldview is often called “intolerant” or “hateful,” and those that hold to 

such a worldview are given the same labels. 

When we stand firm in our beliefs that are based on Scripture, there is a good chance that we are 

going to disagree on some issues or theology. Jesus said that this is to be expected and that we 

should be “blessed” or “happy” when people insult us for our faith. This shows that we identify 

with the one true Savior and that we are to follow Christ and do what He commands, risking 

everything in this present life to gain a future eternal reward. 

4. The fat, cultured Ghost’s sin was that he was an apostate. In other words, he was a Christ 

follower until he abandoned key and true doctrines of the Bible for heretical philosophies. He then 

turned those philosophies into heretical teachings and proclaimed it to be the “real” Christian 

doctrine. Once someone begins down this road of debating whether key biblical truths, like the 

resurrection, are true, it can begin to pollute all aspects of a person’s faith. Then the end goal of 

Satan is accomplished, which is a complete falling away from Christianity. 

5. Jude is telling us that there will be a constant fight against false teaching and that Christians 

should take it so seriously that we “agonize” over the fight in which we are engaged. Moreover, 

Jude makes it clear that every Christian is called to this fight, not just church leaders, so it is critical 

that all believers sharpen their discernment skills so that they can recognize and prevent apostasy 

in their midst. 

6. The Apostate Ghost thinks his formed opinions were not only honest but heroic and fearlessly 

followed them despite the risk. But the Spirit explains that there was no risk because they (both of 

them) were simply tapping into a certain popular current of ideas of the time in an effort to be 

modern and successful. The Spirit asks, “When, in our whole lives, did we honestly face, in 

solitude, the one question on which all turned: whether after all the Supernatural might not in fact 
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occur? When did we put up one moment’s real resistance to the loss of our faith?” 

The result of their opinions were popularity, book sales, speaking engagements, parties, and a 

bishopric (becoming a bishop in charge of an area). Here, truly, stands a man who made the bargain 

to gain the whole world in Mark 8:36. 

7. The Spirit needs to get the Ghost’s attention to warn him that the time has come when all 

philosophical conversations are over. It is time for absolute truth and a decision based on that truth.  

Paul said that immediate action is called for. This is no time for sleep, and this is no time for 

slumber; there are pressing things at hand.  It’s no longer time for the deeds of darkness in which 

you may be engaged in your night life. It’s time to wake up. We are to be alert, examining our 

priorities. It’s a call to see what you’re doing with your life.   

8. The claims of Christ are not a matter of taste and are not meant to make individuals comfortable. 

Instead, they are matters of truth and designed to make us uncomfortable in the realization that we 

are fallen beings in need of serious redemption. Who do you say Jesus is? Is He just a great teacher? 

Or is He the Son of God, who alone offers the forgiveness for the sin that separates us from God? 

9. The Spirit responds by telling him that this assurance cannot be given, for, in fact, we are not 

needed in Heaven. We have no treasures, no talents that are needed. Not even our humble gratitude 

or praise is needed. All we can do is accept and take what is freely and lovingly given to us. So 

no, we’re not needed…but we are wanted. 

There’s nothing you can do to earn your way into Heaven; only faith in the one providing the way 

will be sufficient. 

10. Not able to break away from his one desire, the Ghost suddenly remembers that he has to read 

a blasphemous paper in Hell next Friday, so he can’t go on to Heaven today. In the paper, he was 

going to point out what a tragedy is was that Jesus was crucified so young and how might 

Christianity had been different and more mature had Christ lived longer. 

 

CHAPTER 6:  DIVINE WATERFALL AND HEAVY APPLES 
 
 

1. Lewis continues to realize that his current form is not made for Heaven as he cannot withstand 

the water foam bruising his shins like stones. Also, his senses have been sharpened to the point 

where an enormous waterfall that would normally sound frightening on Earth sounds like a “lovely 

noise.” 

2. He sees the Ghost named Ikey that he spoke with on the bus. This was the Intelligent Man whose 

solution to Hell was to travel to Heaven and bring back, or steal, “some real commodities,” or 
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saleable goods, that he believes will generate demand and eventually create community. 

3. The Ghost was trying to steal some heavenly golden apples and take them back with him to 

Hell. With great difficulty and pain, he finds that he is unable to lift the fruit and take it back with 

him on the bus.  

4. This is likely the Tree of Life mentioned in the books of Genesis and Revelation. The tree was 

planted by God in the Garden of Eden to enhance and perpetually sustain physical life and was the 

only tree that God forbade Adam and Eve from.  

After disobeying God and eating the fruit of the tree, their eyes were open to sin. God could not 

allow them to live forever in this fallen condition, dooming them to an eternity in a cursed world. 

To live eternally in a sinful state would mean endless agony for humanity, with no hope of the 

relief that comes with death. So in His great mercy, God barred access to the tree of life and limited 

our lifespan. God gives us enough time to come to know Him and His provision for eternal life 

through Christ but spares us the misery of an endless existence in a sinful condition. 

5. A powerful waterfall angel tells him he cannot take the apple back to Hell because, “There is 

not room for it in Hell.” Heaven can tolerate nothing evil; Hell can tolerate nothing good. The 

divorce is complete and final. But Ikey is blind to his own sinful state and prefers self-justification 

to the justification of Christ.  

6. It is clear in John 3:16 that God loves every person, including those who do not believe in Him. 

He has likewise called us to go and make disciples of all people in Matthew 28:19–20. We must 

show God’s love to those who do not believe in Him and share the message of faith in Jesus Christ, 

praying for God to open the person’s heart to Him. And followers of Christ are called to live a life 

that is compelling to those who do not believe. 

7. Jesus was telling the Parable of the Rich Fool, where a man had accumulated so much wealth 

that he decided to take life easy and eat, drink, and be merry. He had so much that he could have 

shared with others, especially the poor, but he did not. Instead of sharing his wealth with the poor, 

which was a blessing from God, he built bigger barns, but just when he thought he had a life of 

ease, he died and his very soul was required, thereby defining himself as a fool. 

 

8. Fools do not learn their lessons from the mistakes they make. They continue doing the same 

foolish things over and over again, to their own destruction, just as Ikey continued to try to take 

apples when it was causing him severe pain.  

9. The Angel invites Ikey to stay in Heaven and learn to eat such apples. It’s unclear whether or 

not Ikey drops the fruit after the confrontation; the chapter simply ends with him painfully making 

his way back toward the bus. 

10. Greed causes people to do all sorts of things they wouldn’t normally do. The love of money is 
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what motivates people to lie, steal, cheat, gamble, embezzle, and even murder. People who have a 

love for money lack the godliness and contentment that is true gain in God’s eyes. Ikey wants to 

take and use these apples in a way that they were not intended to be used. These apples are made 

to be shared, not clung to in one’s own selfish desires. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 7:  THE HARD-BITTEN GHOST 
 

1. If someone is hard-bitten, their character has been made stronger, tougher, and cynical as 

a result of difficult past experiences. As a result of these experiences, they tend not to feel 

sympathy and other positive emotions in relation to the world around them. 

Lewis describes the Ghost as that of a “lean hard-bitten man with grey hair and a gruff, but not 

uneducated voice: the kind of man I have always instinctively felt to be reliable.” He was also 

chewing on a cheroot, which is an inexpensive cigar clipped at both ends during manufacture.  

2. During his earthly life, he traveled much of the world, places where most people would like to 

see, but was not impressed with any of them. He did not trust anyone and developed conspiracies 

about everything, including a “World Combine” that set up tourist traps all over the world using 

advertising and publicity stunts. However, none of it worked on him because he saw through all 

of it. 

His conspiracy theories even stretch to encompass both Heaven and Hell. He said that Hell was 

“cracked up” to be all “red fire and devils and all sorts of interesting people sizzling on grids…but 

when you get there it’s just like any other town.” He’s been lied to and deceived so many times in 

his life; trust is now beyond him, even in death. He said that he knows all about that (acclimating 

to Heaven), and it’s the same old lie he’s heard all his life. 

3. When we get cynical, we often indulge in self-righteous attitudes and form expectations that 

people should behave in a certain way. As a result, we develop suspicious attitudes and trust issues 

on almost everything and tend to miss out on the joys in life. That cynical mindset is also 

contagious to those around us and breeds fear. 

4. Sometimes it’s all too easy to do a hard dive into a cynical depression after watching the news, 

listening to politicians, or surveying social media channels. But God pronounces a blessing on the 

man that does not sit in the seat of mockers—in the seat of the cynic. 

5. Bitterness is that state of mind that willfully holds on to angry feelings, ready to take offense 

and able to break out in anger at any moment. We are to deal with bitterness and cynicism and its 

fruits by being “kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
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forgave you.”  

6. Throughout the Bible, we see God constantly rescuing His people from peril. In the Old 

Testament, deliverance is focused primarily on God’s removal of those who are in the midst of 

trouble or danger. In the New Testament, deliverance from sin, rescue from trials, and escape from 

the influence of a world in the control of the evil one come only through Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. 

7. In the Bible, transformation means to change or transform from a life that no longer conforms 

to the ways of the world to one that pleases God. Jesus called His disciples—people who will 

follow him—to change their lives. It’s a profound change in your whole life—a radical change. It 

does not necessarily all happen at once, but over the years, the closer we walk with Jesus, the more 

our lives will change to be more like His. 

8. The Hard-Bitten Ghost wants the things of this world to make him happy, and when they do 

not, he moves on (job, marriage, etc.), convinced that there is something else out there. He has no 

hope, because he is basing his happiness on everything in the world. The world promises wealth, 

satisfaction, success, wholeness, worth, and comfort. Unfortunately, the bar to attain these keeps 

moving just beyond our reach. We say to ourselves, “If I could only have ______, I would be 

happy.” And yet when we attain those things, we realize that we are still empty with a longing that 

cannot be filled by anything in this world.  

A Christian looks at this world and knows it cannot make him happy and also understands that 

happy feelings are not a reliable measure of what is good. People can have happy thoughts about 

a lot of things that seem right on the surface but ultimately usher in pain, suffering, and even death. 

Our base of happiness should be found in serving God, not in yielding to lustful cravings of the 

world. God has something better to give you. Something unfading. Everlasting life in a kingdom 

not of this world. A kingdom of immense joy. 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 8:  GHOSTLY VANITY 
 

1. The issue is not whether we should question God but rather our motives for doing so. If we are 

doing so to avoid being obedient to His call or out of a prideful heart that says, “I know better,” 

then it is wrong. However, if we are sincerely questioning God because we desperately want to 

know the answer to some particular issue or direction that we do not understand, then it is 

appropriate.  
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In fact, many questions are put to God in the psalms from those being persecuted who are desperate 

for His intervention and salvation. Although God does not always answer our questions in the way 

we want, a sincere question from a humbled heart is welcomed by God. 

2.  

Matthew 10:34–36 – Your commitment to follow Jesus will naturally upset some people.  

Mark 1:18 – Following Jesus requires that you set some things aside.  

Romans 12:1–2 – Following Jesus requires total commitment and sacrifice as He will impact every 

area of your life and change the way you think. 

Matthew 6:19–21 – Following Jesus requires our complete surrender of our finances.  

Matthew 28:19–20 – Following Jesus will move you out of your comfort zone to begin caring 

about people that He cares for. 

3. The Well-Dressed Ghost is very concerned about both her outward appearance and inward 

appearance. Her vanity drives her to become completely self-absorbed about her looks, and she is 

afraid of being transparent about her sin for fear of shame.  

4. God told Samuel he was not impressed with outward appearance but rather God looks upon the 

inner beauty, the beauty of one’s heart. 

5. Peter instructs Christian women to focus on the inner, spiritual qualities in order to be truly 

beautiful. Peter is not prohibiting nice clothes or nice hairstyles; he is simply saying that a gentle 

and quiet spirit is even more beautiful in God’s eyes. 

Obviously, focusing on appearance has been important through the ages, but today young girls 

especially are bombarded with images and messages about their appearance. The world’s 

definition of beauty is constantly being bombarded on them through television, social media, 

magazines, music, and the like. 

6. In order for us to truly be free from the chains of sin and embarrassment, we should boldly open 

completely up to God with every fear, anxiety, burden, sin, question, or anything at all out of hope 

in the one with great power to redeem. 

7. There are some things in life that we cannot control, like who our parents are and where we 

were born. We are all given a unique DNA and chemistry that physically makes us who we are. 

No physical flaw is sinful or shameful—it’s simply the way God wired you. We can’t make 

changes in our lives and become all that God created us to be until we embrace our identity. God 

unmistakably and intentionally designed us this way for a purpose and, most importantly, for His 

glory. 
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8. The Spirit’s pleading invitation to come to the mountains includes an offer of divine help along 

the way. Everyone must experience pain in order to progress. The Scriptures are clear that we will 

suffer to some extent as Jesus Christ suffered, but we will not have to do it alone. If we trust in 

God, He will provide us strength and power through the Holy Spirit to not only endure but to come 

through. 

9. The Spirit’s strategy is to accomplish some sort of diversion that would draw her mind away 

from herself, perhaps in order to get her to focus and think about something else. Unfortunately, 

we do not know how it turns out. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 9:  QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

1. Answers will vary. 

2. Lewis’s questions revolve around the Ghosts, specifically, “Do any of them stay? Can they stay? 

Is any real choice offered to them? How do they come to be here?” 

3. The Refrigerium is the idea that the “damned are given occasional repose from the torments of 

Hell by being granted days off” to visit other places. The word comes from the verb refrigero for 

“to cool off, make cool” and “to relieve, refresh.” 

Only a few of the ghosts take the bus to Heaven. Most choose other destinations, like Earth, to 

play tricks on mediums, haunt houses, spy on relatives, or see how their worldly works are holding 

up.  

4. MacDonald said that it all depends on your perspective. For someone who decides to stay in 

Heaven, they never would have been in Hell but rather Purgatory. For one who decides to go back 

to Hell, it would have been Hell all along. In the end, he simply states that you cannot understand 

it in this life and will understand it more in Heaven. 

5. As Lewis states in the Preface, this book is a work of fiction, and we are asked to suspend our 

disbelief for the purpose of the story. Our eternal destination is determined before death. John 

5:28–29 clearly states that everyone will die and be judged and that each person’s eternal destiny, 

either reward or condemnation, will be based on what was done in this life—specifically whether 

they accepted Christ or not. If we want to find salvation, we had better do it in this life. Jesus, 

moreover, taught that each human’s destiny is fixed at death as with the story of Lazarus, who was 

eternally in paradise, and the rich man, who was eternally in torment and unable to cross to the 

other side. 
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6. If we choose Heaven over Earth, we will discover that our worst pain and moments are used for 

redemptive purposes by God to prepare us to be with Him in eternity and that there is no evil that 

can destroy His purposes for our lives. The converse is also true that if we choose Earth over 

Heaven, we will miss out on the joys of serving a living God and actually turn Earth into a living 

Hell. 

7. People reject Christ because they love their sin and they hate having it exposed by God’s light. 

The Bible shows that our root problem is that we love our sin rather than God’s holiness. It’s a 

matter of the heart. 

You can give philosophic arguments for the existence of God or scientific arguments against 

evolution all day long, but even if you were to convince the unbeliever intellectually, you have not 

dealt with his main problem. His main problem is that he loves his sin more than Christ and stands 

guilty before the holy Judge of the universe. 

8. Jesus said that we must become as children again to enter into the kingdom of Heaven. In 

addition to our faith, we must possess a childlike modesty void of ambition and pride. We must be 

humble and teachable, ready to receive God’s gift of eternal life the same as a child’s authentic 

joy when receiving a gift. 

9. MacDonald said that they have already come an immeasurable distance back here on the “mere 

chance of saving a Ghost.” As for going to Hell to save them, it would not really be possible 

anyway. The Spirits’ purpose in life is to move farther and farther into heaven, yet these Spirits 

retrace steps in order to perhaps save a Ghost. To succeed is joy, but that joy is not guaranteed. 

10. MacDonald defines two types of people in the end: “those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ 

and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’” 

11.  

a) Romans 8:29 and John 15:16 – (Who determines who is saved?) Man’s salvation is 

determined and effected by God. 

b) Romans 5:16 – (Who takes the first step in salvation?) The first step in salvation is not 

taken by us but by God. 

c) John 3:16, John 12:32, Romans 10:13, and Titus 2:11 – (Who is salvation made available 

to?) Salvation is available to all men. 

d) Romans 10:9–10 – (What must man do to be saved?) Man must willingly choose to repent 

from sin and believe in Jesus Christ to be saved. 

e) 2 Corinthians 5:17 – (What is the result of our salvation?) Our hearts are changed by God, 

making us new creatures with new desires. 

God takes the first step in salvation by choosing us, but He does not violate our wills by choosing 

and redeeming us. He also gives humans the opportunity to make choices that genuinely affect 
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their destiny. Throughout the New Testament, sinners are called to repent and believe. Every call 

to repent is a call to choose. Once we have chosen Him, He changes our hearts so that our wills 

choose Him. It is impossible for us to fully understand the relationship between God’s sovereignty 

and man’s free will and responsibility. Only God truly knows how they work together in His plan 

of salvation. (Romans 11:33–36) 

12. Lewis’s concern about the Grumbling Ghost is that what she is doing—grumbling—is not all 

that bad. She is “only a silly, garrulous old woman who has got into a habit of grumbling, and one 

feels that a little kindness, and rest, and change would put her all right.” 

MacDonald assures Lewis that if there is a spark of the woman left, she can be saved, but we 

humans get into sinful habits like grumbling. Some realize it, repent, and step away from it. Other 

times, it goes too far and consumes our thoughts and impacts our actions. 

13.  

a) Teaching Ghost – The most common was the type that wanted to tell, teach, or lecture the 

Celestials on Hell. 

b) Tub-Thumping Ghosts  – A tub-thumper is a noisy, violent, or ranting public speaker—the 

radical revolutionaries demanding that the Spirits rise up and free themselves from 

“happiness,” tear down the mountains, and “seize Heaven for their own.” 

c) Planning Ghosts – These Ghosts encouraged the Spirits to dam the river, kill the animals, 

and pave the horrible grass with nice, smooth asphalt. 

d) Materialist Ghosts: – These Ghosts informed the Spirits that there is no life after death and 

that everything is a hallucination.  

e) Bogie Ghosts – These ghosts realize they have deteriorated into mere shadows and have 

now taken up the traditional ghostly role of scaring whomever they can.  

14. MacDonald tells Lewis that he has seen these Ghosts converted before and that those that hate 

goodness are sometimes nearer to heaven than those who think they have it already, the logic 

being, if you hate something, you are at least aware of its existence as opposed to not being aware 

of it or even thinking you already possess something (goodness, salvation) when you don’t. 

15. This passages encourages us to repent and go back to that moment when we first encountered 

Christ and to remember the love we felt, the stirring in our hearts, and the excitement we had for 

following Christ. We are to remember how grateful we were for the forgiveness of sins and to 

come back to our first love, to the place and time in our lives where He was everything to us. The 

good news is, the passage does not say that we “lost” it but rather we “left” it. The power to love 

was still residing in us, but we would have to stir ourselves up and use it. 

16. The result of the Ghosts drinking from the fountain is that they will forget all their ownership 

of their earthly works and enjoy their own works as if they were someone else’s, without pride or 

ownership. 
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This contentment with our accomplishments, our works, is not the attitude of Heaven. The same 

thing can be said for our disappointment in what we have not accomplished. We are not saved by 

works but by grace. The Artist Ghost had to learn that nothing he did was necessary! Our best 

works are filthy garments. With that in mind…God wants us to perform works but only through 

an understanding of faith and grace. Faith and grace get us to Heaven, and the joy of grace produces 

works. 

17. He learns that no one is more distinguished than anyone else, that the “glory flows into 

everyone, and back from everyone.” He also learned that he was already completely forgotten on 

the Earth and that you could not get five pounds for any of  his pictures. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 10:  SELFLESS OR SELFISH 
 

1. The Female Ghost is hypocritical, depressing, critical, and self-centered. She is extremely 

controlling of her husband, Robert, and treats him more like her property than her husband. Her 

self-image rests solely on the actions of others—specifically her husband. 

Robert is a hardworking, modest man whose life decayed over time from the constant stress his 

wife put on him through years of bickering. He is meek, passive, depressed, and a bit fatalistic, 

and he allows his wife to have complete control over him.  

2. There are numerous verses in the Bible commanding us to forgive one another. Forgiveness is 

a conscious decision and a matter of the will. When we refuse to forgive others, we will find our 

fellowship with God hindered and become bitter and angry.  

To “forgive and forget” can be wise and godly if we forgive the offender and move on with our 

lives. However, we can often run into problems when we try to “forgive and forget” and act as if 

the sin had never occurred. When we forgive, we choose not to hold a sin against a person any 

longer. This is much different than being able to trust that person, especially unrepentant sinners. 

In that case, we should be “innocent” (willing to forgive) yet at the same time “shrewd” (being 

cautious). 

3.  

a) Love is patient – She has absolutely no patience with her husband and their financial well-

being as she constantly pushes him to advance further in his career even when he is satisfied 

with his position. 

b) Love is kind – She is not kind when she spills a vase on a book he is writing and at the 

same time destroys the one thing he is passionate about.  
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c) Love does not envy or boast – She was extremely envious of those with a higher standard 

of living and desired to live among the elite, host parties, and boast of their status. 

d) Love does not dishonor others – She is both arrogant and rude to Robert’s friends early in 

their marriage, so much so that they refuse to come around anymore. 

e) Love is not self-seeking – She carries out her selfish agenda with the appearance of 

selflessness all while manipulating Robert. 

f) Love is not easily angered – She becomes irritable and angry each time Robert does not do 

just what she wants him to. 

g) Love does not keep a record of wrongs – Her entire tirade to the Bight Person is a laundry 

list of everything Robert did wrong in their marriage.  

h) Love does not delight in evil – She was delighted when Robert’s friends no longer came 

around as well as pleased when he gave up his “silly idea” of writing a book. 

4. As Christians, we should always be ready to make allowances, to trust, to hope, and to endure 

whatever comes. If we love someone, we will be loyal no matter the cost. We will believe in them, 

always expect the best, and always defend them. These attitudes and actions are a lifestyle that is 

strengthened and enabled by the Holy Spirit, who indwells every believer. 

5. We cannot love God and also hate ourselves. We cannot be grateful to our creator and at the 

same time be miserable in the existence that He gave us. The truth is, many people do not love 

themselves. When we abuse drugs, alcohol, food, money, sex, ourselves, etc., we are not loving 

ourselves but rather rendering ourselves less capable of being more like Christ. We must first learn 

to love God with all that is in us. Only then will we be able to fully love ourselves and others.  

6. The problem with the “I only want what’s best for you” approach is that it’s really just a 

projection of our own ego. It’s not love. She talks about how selflessly she works to advance his 

career, get him friends, get a better house, and lead a better life, but these are actually all things 

that she wants. She is being selfish, not selfless. 

Goals are a good thing, but we need to be careful in creating unreasonable goals for others, 

especially when parenting children. And when those goals do not work out, we need to still love 

and support them anyway.  

7. In the end, the Female Ghost says that she will not meet him in Heaven if it means just meeting 

him. But she will meet him if it means taking charge of him again. This shows how delusional her 

beliefs are. She thought that Robert was nothing without her, but really, she was nothing without 

him. 

8. As Hilda lets this woman rant on, it reveals what is really inside her. She becomes obsessive 

and tells Hilda not to consult Robert but to just give him to her so that she can control him again. 

The Female Ghost proves that what she is doing is really for her own good and not for her 

husband’s. In the end, she has found that she is not able to control or alter anyone in Hell, and so 
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she needs Robert back because she is miserable and must have someone to control.  

 

 

CHAPTER 11:  LOVE AND LIZARDS 
 

1. The Motherly Ghost is disappointed to be greeted in Heaven by her brother, Reginald, rather 

than her son, Michael, who died early in life. She demands that she be able to see Michael since 

he is her son whom she gave birth to.  

Her desire to see Michael and not God is what prevents her from growing solid and continuing 

into Heaven. She has made her love for Michael into a false god, and her affections for God are 

distorted. Until she truly learns to love God, she will not be able to love her son fully as God 

intended and then see him in Heaven.  

2. There are those who will use people for what they can get out of them and then disappear when 

the object of their desire is no longer available. In the same manner, there are many who love God 

because of what they believe God will give them—love, happiness, wealth, position, power, 

recognition, etc. The problem with loving God in this way is that God becomes a means to some 

other end. A true Christian must love God above all other things, including other people. 

Jesus tells us to check our own motives for following Christ to see if they are pure and genuine. 

We should not be following Christ only to satisfy our fleshly and temporary desires (like in this 

particular passage, to get food from Jesus). God knows our minds and hearts and is able to clearly 

see and read the motives or the reasons for why we do the things that we do. 

3. Reginald said, “He had to…partly for Michael’s sake, and secondly, for your sake. He wanted 

your merely instinctive love for your child to turn into something better. You cannot love a fellow 

creature fully till you love God…There was no chance of that…the only remedy was to take away 

the object of your instinct.” 

Pam’s motherly love for Michael became her god, perhaps even an extension of her own body and 

self, when she claimed, “Michael is mine.” Her obsession with loving someone who was no longer 

living is actually a form of self-love constantly reflecting on her own loss. Anything that draws 

our attention or  our love from God is sin. And there are so many things in this world demanding 

that attention. Our love for God comes above all things—even our family—because only then will 

we be capable of loving them unselfishly.  

4. When we grieve, our capacity for giving to a relationship is far less than normal. We are 

consumed with understanding and dealing with the loss experienced and the multitude of feelings, 

like depression, that accompany grief. Most couples who have experienced the death of their child 
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have also experienced a crisis in their marriage as a result. It’s a mistake to live only for the 

memory of someone who has died, memorializing them and making them into an idol of sorts. As 

difficult as it can be, we need to be in touch with how our own grief affects others and, in time, 

learn to move past grief. 

5. As Christians, we should not fear death, because death will not have “victory” or a “sting” for 

those who are in Christ. Just as the grave could not hold Jesus, it will be incapable of holding 

Christians. We already have victory over death through our Lord Jesus Christ. We should not fear 

death. The power of death has been conquered. The worst thing the world can do to us is kill us, 

yet ironically, that is the best thing that can happen to us as we will then be in Heaven, where 

nothing can harm us. 

6. God gives us natural and normal desires like motherly love, sexual love, patriotism, etc. When 

these natural desires reflect Him, they are good because only God is truly good. But if these desires 

turn away from God and are excessive, out of control, destructive, and hurtful to those around us, 

they become stumbling blocks leading to sin. No natural feelings—even motherly love—are holy 

unless “God’s hand is on the rein.” All need to be purified and governed by a form of higher love. 

7. The Ghost is described as a “dark and oily” smoke with a little red lizard sitting on its shoulder 

that is constantly touching its tail and whispering in the Ghost’s ear. The lizard is the embodiment 

of some type of lust. The Ghost thinks he can keep it under control, at least in the polite company 

of Heaven, but he cannot. 

8. The Angel offers to make the lizard be quiet by killing it, which the Ghost seems to want but 

will not ask for. Notice the repeated question, because the Angel cannot do something contrary to 

the man’s choice. That freedom cannot be violated.  

Comparatively, God promises He will respond when we ask. The only condition to this promise is 

that what we ask for must be good in God’s estimation. God will give good gifts to His children; 

He will not give us bad or injurious things, no matter how much we clamor for them. The best 

example of a good gift is the Holy Spirit. 

9.  

1. I don’t want to be a bother. 

2. Killing it is a bit drastic. 

3. It’s embarrassing, but look, it asleep and quiet now. 

4. We can consider it later. 

5. The gradual process for controlling it would be better. 

6. I need to see my doctor first. 

10. Similar to removing a Band-Aid, the quicker, the better. Delaying it will only hurt longer and 

be more difficult. There is no other time to choose. The consequences and pain of removal will 
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always be there, but quick removal is always best. 

11. The Ghost protests that the Angel is burning him just by approaching, to which the Angel 

replies, “I never said it wouldn’t hurt you. I said it wouldn’t kill you.” 

The ancient method of washing clothes was by beating or treading, so in essence, David is asking 

God to tread him down if necessary to remove the stains of sin. We should pray to God to wash us 

until every stain is taken away, however painful the process might be. Jesus makes it clear that 

removing sin from our lives can be a pretty emotionally painful process. When God runs you 

through a cleansing or purging process, things will begin to become illuminated in your life, and 

it will be uncomfortable. 

12. The Angel cannot kill the lizard without the Ghost’s permission. That is why the Angel 

repeatedly asked the question; the angel cannot do something contrary to the man’s choice. That 

freedom cannot be violated. 

God wants us to keep relying on His grace, not on our flesh. As Paul said, some of the weaknesses 

and trials in our lives are there—by design—to keep us humble. What this means is that sometimes 

God allows us to struggle with a lesser sin to keep us from a greater one—pride. Because if you 

or I were immediately cured from certain sins, we’d become insufferably proud. Struggle is a 

constant way of driving the proverb “There, but for the grace of God, go I,” into our hearts. 

13. Sin is a struggle for all Christians—even Paul. Paul recognized how frustrating it is when our 

minds desire to serve God but our bodies do not and we find ourselves doing things that we despise. 

No matter how much we may wish to serve God in our minds, we find ourselves sinning in our 

bodies.  

Paul concludes by being thankful to God that we have deliverance from our sin through Jesus 

Christ. 

14. Our sin will deceive us and make excuses for our behavior, even promising that there will not 

be a next time. Over time, our hearts can become callous or even hardened to our sin, and we soon 

just accept it as normal behavior. We need to stay in Scripture, pray for God’s help, be encouraged 

by fellow believers, and, most importantly, step out in faith believing God’s truth over a lie. 

15. The Ghost finally allows the Angel to snatch the lizard, break its back, and sling it to the 

ground. The Ghost screams as if mortally wounded and falls to the ground. Both Ghost and lizard 

are transformed into something far more beautiful and powerful. The Ghost becomes a Spirit (as 

we have described them) and the lizard a great stallion. After thanking the Angel, the Spirit mounts 

the horse and rides toward Heaven at an incredible pace. 

The Ghost realizes that his sin is killing him and that he would rather be dead than live with it. In 

his agony and pain, he cries out to God, “God help me. God help me.” Once we genuinely ask for 

Christ to enter our lives, He begins the transformation process right away.  



27 

 

CHAPTER 12:  SARAH, FRANK, AND THE TRAGEDIAN 
 

1. MacDonald refers to Sarah Smith as “one of the great ones.” She’s beautiful, warm, loving, and 

seemingly capable of infinite kindness. In the afterlife, Sarah has a large “family” because on 

Earth, she was kind and gracious to many different people, even people whom she barely knew. 

Even animals came near her and found their place in her love. On Earth, Sarah and the dwarf, 

whose name is Frank, were married, and she preceded him in death. Lewis most likely mistakes 

her for Mary the mother of Jesus. 

2. Sarah Smith is an ordinary name because she was just an ordinary person. She did not perform 

great feats of preaching, charity, suffering, or martyrdom but rather lived a saintly life in the midst 

of her worldly duties and therefore was truly great.  

Earthly rank does not automatically translate into an inverse heavenly rank. Jesus told the disciples 

they would be greatly rewarded in heaven for what they had given up on Earth. However, he was 

not advocating a life of poverty and oppression so that in Heaven the poor will rule over the rich 

and powerful. A life of faith and obedience will call us to sacrifice those things that are dear to us, 

whatever it might be, in order that we might follow God wholeheartedly. 

3. Throughout his earthly life, Frank harbored a deep sense of self-pity and believed he had not 

been appreciated the way he should have, especially by his wife, Sarah, so he made her miserable. 

Now he has come from Hell to see her and to find out if she has been miserable apart from him so 

that his melodrama can have a stage in the afterlife.  

4. Frank has a “divided nature” split between two figures, the Dwarf and the Tragedian. The real 

Frank is the “dwarf,” who becomes less and less himself the more he feeds his persona or alter 

ego, the Tragedian, who projects the dwarf’s need to be pitied and apologized to.  

Frank’s desires for attention and self-pity (the Tragedian) might have started out small, but over 

time, expanded to consume his entire personality. During his conversation with Sarah, it appears 

as though he wants to let go of the chain between him and the Tragedian, but he cannot bring 

himself to do so. 

 5. There are many reasons people create alter egos, including how they perceive that others view 

them, what they see in the mirror, low self-esteem, physical features, lack of education, tragic 

circumstances, physical or emotional abuse, sin, and more. 

Obviously, an alter ego or a new persona can cause us to act and respond in negative ways that can 

be used to hurt others. The real danger in having a persona is that if you are not careful, that persona 

will replace the real person. It is very difficult to give up one’s alter-ego—even a bad one—

especially when you have been acting the part for so long.  

6. Paul tells us that when we become Christians, our “old self” dies and is replaced with a new 
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“spiritual self.” The “old” refers to everything that is part of our old nature—natural pride, love of 

sin, reliance on works, and our former opinions, habits, and passions. Our “new self” hates the sin 

that still has a hold on us. 

Our “new self” is different than any persona or alter ego because we did not create it ourselves but 

rather God created something entirely fresh and unique. This new persona has been created by 

God to reflect Jesus Christ as opposed to personas that we create that might reflect the fallen world 

around us. 

7. Sarah said that while they were both alive, she loved Frank because she was emotionally 

vulnerable and needed to be loved by someone else to feel complete. She apologizes for using him 

like this instead of truly loving him, for his own sake, as she should have done.  

Frank is upset in her confident assertion that she is no longer weak and lonely but now happy and 

strong and no longer needs him. He takes this as a personal insult and grows increasingly angry 

and demands to know why she does not pity him.  

8. In 1 John 4:8, the Bible describes God as being the essence of love, and 1 Corinthians 13:4–8 

defines that love as patient, kind, not envious, not self-seeking, not easily angered, etc. Love is a 

core aspect of God’s character and is in no sense in conflict with His holiness, righteousness, 

justice, or even His wrath. Everything God does is loving, just as everything He does is just and 

right. God is the perfect example of true love. And God has given those who receive His Son Jesus 

as their personal Savior the ability to love as He does, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

9. Since we will have spiritual bodies in Heaven and not those of earthly flesh and blood, we will 

also require no time to rest and recover. The source of energy, God Himself, will be the provider 

of all our needs all the time. Heaven will be a place where all of our needs will be met before you 

can even think you have a need. 

10. Clearly, Sarah sees through Frank’s theatrical, self-pitying behavior; she’s perfectly aware that 

Frank is just pretending to be offended in a vain attempt to hurt her. Because Sarah is so honest 

with Frank, she succeeds in getting through to him—and he finally seems to give in and begins to 

laugh too, getting even bigger and more solid in spite of himself. Frank knows, deep down, that 

he’s being ridiculous. He’s just pretending to be offended in order to make Sarah feel bad. It’s 

suggested that laughter, like fear, can sometimes help someone step outside of themselves. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 13:  ONE LAST SHOT AT JOY 
 

1. Sarah explains that all of Heaven is asking him to stay where he will find immense joy. It is 
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possible for Frank to experience joy or Sarah would not be offering it to him, but in order to 

experience this joy, he must place his self-pity aside. 

2. First, we need to remember that joy is not the same as happiness. True joy is not in denying our 

grief and sadness or pretending that our suffering is not painful. Our normal human emotions will 

not allow that. Our joy is based on what the pain will produce that is worth the cost in suffering 

and sorrow. Our trial becomes an intimate time of learning and growing closer to God. 

True joy is from God and comes in an endless supply. Even in our darkest moments of life, God’s 

joy is there and cannot be taken away.  

Joy and pain can exist together in the same way an expectant mother can go through the pain of 

childbirth because she has joy in thinking of the new baby that will be coming into the world.  

3.. 

a) This joy is available only to Christians and comes from the Holy Spirit. We do not naturally 

possess it nor can we manufacture it. 

b) We are not told to give thanks “for” the bad in our life or the evil that is happening in the 

world. Most of the things that are happening in this world are not God’s will. But we can 

thank God “in” all circumstances because we know that He is in control and will bring 

good out of bad.  

c) They knew they had a better and lasting possession. 

d) He endured it because of the joy of providing a lasting salvation for us. 

4. Like all emotions, pity was created by God to encourage happy people to help sad people. When 

we feel pity, we are not feeling sorry for someone but rather moved to have deep compassion for 

another’s plight in life. As a result, we experience feelings like grief, sorrow, heartache, pain, or 

sympathy that should move us to action to help those in need.  

But pity is also a dangerous emotion that can be used to manipulate, or “blackmail,” happy people 

into giving in or giving over things they normally wouldn’t, thereby causing them to sink to the 

level of those they pity and away from God. MacDonald argues that instead of finding happiness, 

pity can often embolden the miserable as it did with Frank, thereby bringing down those around 

him. 

5. First, MacDonald suggests that it would not be right for Frank to have the power to torment 

Sarah in eternity with his self-pity; he had already done so in their earthly life. Secondly, Sarah 

and the other Spirits are full of God’s love and goodness, which allows them to be at peace with 

the choices other people have made. They have truly left everything else behind—including any 

weakness that would prevent them from always experiencing true joy. The residents of Heaven 

cannot be troubled by the suffering and misery of those who choose Hell, because otherwise they 

would be unable to enjoy Heaven.  
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It is hard to imagine that we would be untouched by a loved one who chooses Hell over Heaven, 

because of the pain we experience here on Earth when this occurs. However, we do not have our 

heavenly bodies nor the immense joy that radiates from being in the constant presence of Christ 

as we will in Heaven.   

6. MacDonald replies by showing Lewis a tiny crack in the soil. All of Hell, MacDonald claims, 

is contained in this tiny crack. In order to travel from the bus stop to the Valley of the Shadow of 

Life, the passengers didn’t just travel in the bus; they grew bigger. Sarah couldn’t have gone to 

visit Frank at the bus stop or in Hell—she was too big. Hell is tiny in comparison to Heaven.  

7. Scripture tells us very little about Jesus’ state between His death and resurrection. This passage 

can be viewed a couple of different ways. Some take these words to mean that Christ, through the 

voice of Noah, went and preached to that generation, whose spirits are now “in prison,” that is, in 

Hell. In other words, Peter does not say that Christ preached to them while they were in prison. He 

says he preached to them once, during the days of Noah, and now they are in prison. 

Others contend that this refers to a descent by Jesus into the realm of the dead between his death 

and resurrection and an actual preaching to its occupants, either offering salvation to them or 

declaring his own triumph over death and judgment upon those who in their earthly life did not 

respond to God.  

Still others take it to mean that Jesus went and made a proclamation of his defeat of death to the 

“spirits,” referring to angels or demons but not human beings. 

8. All the heartache and despair compiled on this earth is nothing compared to the joy and peace 

we will experience in Heaven. 

9. God exists outside of time, so what we perceive as the past, present, and future is all present to 

Him. As a result, the choices we made last year are the same to God as if we were making them 

today or in the future. So even though God knows the decisions we will ultimately make, He allows 

us the ability to choose between possibilities, which is the essence of our freedom and our 

humanity.  

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 14:  THE CHESS GAME 
 

1. The giants, or watchers, are the immortal souls of the chessman on the board, who are men and 

women. The Giants play out their moves, making decisions within the boundaries of “Time,” the 

silver table. The human pawns, chessmen, cannot control their actions nor do they even see the 
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chessboard—only God can. 

Time gives definition and meaning to our life; it’s the only frame of reference we have. As we live 

within Time (the chessboard), we are protected from eternity, which we’re not yet ready to handle.  

2. MacDonald tells Lewis that presently he is benefiting from seeing choices made from a heavenly 

perspective without the lens of Time. In other words, he is outside the chessboard. It is possible 

for human beings, who operate within Time, to exercise free will and for God, who operates 

outside of Time and is all-knowing, to know their fate. 

3. MacDonald said that he would have no Swedenborg (a Swedish scientist and theologian who 

claimed to be able to freely visit Heaven and Hell) or Vale Owens (a clergyman of the Church of 

England who claimed psychic abilities) among his children. He had no problem with Lewis talking 

about his experience, but he was to make it abundantly clear that it was just a dream so as not to 

confuse people about the afterlife. He didn’t want Lewis to pretend that he had knowledge that no 

mortal has. 

5. Lewis is terrified and tries to hide from the light since he’s only a humble Ghost not yet clothed 

in flesh. Through what he witnessed, his heart and mind have been changed, and he has come to 

see, and even to intensely feel, his own need for redemption. In this way, he is brought to a sense 

of urgency.  

6. From a literary perspective (or for the story), Lewis is waking up from his dream, emphasizing 

the fact that his work isn’t done yet. He now must use the lessons he’s learned to live morally and 

truly give himself up to God, a challenging task.  

From a spiritual perspective, the approach of dawn seems to indicate the return of Christ and the 

end of time. We should be aware that all of our darkness will be exposed to light and instead live 

a careful, wise life. 

7. Lewis’s “real” world seems cold and lonely—in fact, not so different from the grey town. In 

this way, the novel again implies that Hell and Earth aren’t so different, and in fact, one can be a 

continuation of the other (as is the case with Heaven as well). 


